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Captain Benjamin Hall 

Benjamin Hall was born on the 28th December 1721 in Golcar, the son of Joshua Hall and 
Sarah Hall nee Ingle. 
He served in the 62nd Regiment of Foot which initially saw much service as a marine force, 
earning its battle honour of Louisburg in 1758 while under Admiral Boscawen. The 62nd was 
also present at the capture of Quebec in September 1759. 
In 1760, 9 Officers and 130 men of the 62nd Regiment (mainly recruits) were stationed in 
Carrickfergus Castle on the Irish coast near Belfast.   As part of the plan to break British 
naval supremacy on the morning of February the 21st 1760 a force of 800 French troops, 
under Commodore Thurot landed nearby. The Mayor of the town ordered that they must 
defend the castle at all costs.   Although heavily outnumbered, the British force fiercely 
defended the town.  The 62nd Regiment repulsed several attacks, at one point engaging the 
French at the point of the bayonet.    During the fighting a French officer courageously risked 
his life to save a boy, who was running in the street by putting him safely in a nearby house.  
The ammunition situation was so grave that the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Regiment 
ordered that half the powder from each cartridge be fired with the bullet, and the other half 
the powder be fired with one of the buttons from the men’s coats. In commemoration, the 
regimental button of the 62nd for years afterwards bore a splash on it as part of its device. 
The garrison was eventually overrun and effectively held hostage until the French decided to 
leave.  The French were well behaved during their occupation.   After leaving Ireland their 
three ships were captured off the Isle of Man.  

 

 

 

The silver cup now at the Wiltshire 
Regimental Museum in Salisbury 
known as ‘The Carrickfergus cup’ was 
presented to Lieutenant Benjamin Hall 
and has the following inscription: 

 "The Mayor and Corporation of 
Carrickfergus, present Lieutenant 
Benjamin Hall, of the sixty-second 
regiment of foot, with his Freedom and 
this Cup, in token of their gratitude and 
respect for his military skill, bravery, and 
attention to their security in the year 
1760." 
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He served as a Lieutenant Adjutant in Ireland as detailed in the letter below from Major-
General William Strode:�
�
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Benjamin Hall was promoted to Captain, and after his service as a soldier, became the 
Steward at Wentworth to the 4th Earl Fitzwilliam who was a prominent politician. 

 

William 4th  Earl Fitzwilliam 1748-1838 

 

 

Wentworth House 

There is a series of letters from John Carr (the architect who designed many buildings at 
Wentworth) to his friend Benjamin Hall, the steward at Wentworth House, among the 
Fitzwilliam Papers in the Sheffield Public Library, as well as letters from Benjamin Hall to 
Earl Fitzwilliam concerning the accounts and affairs at Wentworth. 

 

Benjamin Hall died on the 13th April 1805 and is buried at Wentworth Chapel. 
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