Lieutenant Robert Ainslie Hamilton

ROBERT AINSLIE HAMILTON

Birth and Family

Robert Ainslie Hamilton was born on August 13" 1894 in Liverpool, the son of Dr. Robert
Jessop Hamilton FRCSE, an ophthalmic surgeon, and Lylia Sophia Ainslie who died in 1907
when he was only 12. He had two elder sisters, Lylie Ethel Hamilton who was to marry
Robert Martin, a Captain in the Royal Field Artillery in 1916, and Kathleen Hamilton who
was to become a Missionary. His grandfather was Robert Hamilton of Magherabuoy,
Portrush who married Jane MacMillan who was brought up at Glencrosh in the 1840s and
1850s, the daughter of Robert MacMillan and Mary Goldie.



School
Robert Ainslie Hamilton entered School House at Oundle in January 1909, was there during
the census of 1911 aged 16, and left in July 1912.

Oundle School

World War One
In World War One, he became a Second Lieutenant on the 26th July 1915 in the Army
Service Corps.

By 1918 he was a Lieutenant and was attached to the 5th Battalion King's Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry. From 1915 to the beginning of 1918 the battalion was part of the 148th
Brigade, 49th (West Riding) Division which was involved in the defence against the first
phosgene attack (19 December 1915), the Battle of the Somme in 1916, and the Battle of
Poelcapelle during the Third Battles of Ypres in 1917.

On 2 February 1918 the battalion was transferred to 187th Brigade in the 62nd (2nd West
Riding) Division, which was involved in The Battle of Bapaume (25 March) and The First
Battle of Arras 1918 (28 March) which were the First Battles of the Somme 1918 in the
German 'Spring Offensive'. Below is the Battalion War Diary for that period:



Unit War Diary of 5th Battn Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI):

Arras 23rd MAR 1918 - The Battn moved to ARRAS. Billeted in the Communal College.

24th Mar 1918 - Battn moved into a position of readiness prior to German attack in front of
ARRAS.

ARRAS 25th Mar 1918 - Battn moved by forced march to BUCQUOQY to take part and
operate to hold up GERMAN advance.
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BUCQUOY- 26th Mar 1918 - Took up position in BUCQUOY-PUISIEUX line awaiting
German advance.

PUISIEUX - 27th Mar 1918 - German attack driven in right flank of 62nd Division near
ROSSIGNOL WOOD.

B and C companies move into Brigade reserve on right flank and counter

with tanks driving the enemy back to ROSSIGNOL WOOD. A & D Companies move to
right flank in readiness for counter attack on the 28th.

ROSSIGNOL WOOD 28th Mar 1918 - Counter attack launched at 5.30am in ROSSIGNOL
WOOD. A, B & C coys push well forward and regain objectives (being our original front
line).

D Coy held in reserve. Later A, B & C coys are cut off by enemy and are

missing. The Commanding Officer (Lieut Colonel O. C. Watson D.S.0.) killed

during this counter attack. Major T. Shearman assumed command.

29,30,31 Mar 1918 - Battn HQ personnel move up to and occupy trench, S.W. of
ROSSIGNOL WOOD on defensive flank.
Remnants of D coy join Battn HQ.

Total Casualties:
Officers:

Killed - 4
Wounded -2
Missing - 10

Other Ranks
Killed - 28
Wounded - 80
Missing - 268

Lieut Colonel O. C. Watson was to receive a posthumous Victoria Cross.
Robert Ainslie Hamilton was one of the other officers also killed in action.

His Commanding Officer wrote: "He was killed on the night of March 27, 1918. The enemy
had filtered through in a weak part of our line, and your son took a platoon out to bomb them
back. In this he was successful, but was killed by an enemy machine gun... He was always
cheerful and set a fine example to all ranks."

He is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial (Panel 95) in the Somme, France along with
over 14,000 other casualties who have no known grave.

Probate:

HAMILTON Robert Ainslie of 52 Rodney street, Liverpool; lieutenant A.S.C. died 28 March
1918 in France. Administration London 12 March to Caroline Emily Hamilton,

spinster, and William Langstaff Ainslie solicitor.

Effects £2618 14s. 10d. Former Grant Liverpool July 1918.



‘Hamilton, R.A’ is inscribed in the top left of the Panel situated on the right hand side of the
cemetery.

Overview of Pozieres Cemetery.



Trench Map showing Rossignol Wood. (Trenches are those of 1916)

Modern terrain map of the same area
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Map showing Northern Somme area including the location of the Pozieres Memorial



Rossignol Wood from the South West (German positions)

Remains of bunker with shell and wreath in Rossignol Wood looking South (Photographed in
August 2016)
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Appendix

Medal Card of Robert Ainslie Hamilton
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Victoria Cross citation for Lieut Colonel O. C. Watson

SECOND SUPPLEMENT

The London Gazette

Of TUESDAY, the Tih of MAY, 1918

Published by Authoritp.

WELNESDAY, 8 MAY, 1918,

Wor Ofice,
Bth Moy, 1918

Hin Majesty the KING has besn gracously
pleasad to approve of the sward of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Nom-
Commusmened Officer and Men —

Maj (A fLt-Col ) Olwer 11 8
Watson, Dﬂﬂmufﬂ},hh[:g 'Fm‘h
LI

Fo1 most conspcusus bravery, self-sacii-
fiomg devotion to duty, and exceptiomally
gollant leading durmg & crticel percd of

His command was at & point where com-
tinual attacks were fade by the ememy in
order to perce the lme, and an mtricate

:ﬂmn‘ldﬂh\mnﬁumﬁuﬂ‘b coupled with
wol that hus pomtaon was nnder constant

rfle and m firs, rendered the

mtuation stull more
A counter-sttack m made agamnst
the enemy tion, which at first achueved

1ta object, but as they were holding out m

two unprovised sirong ponts, Lt Wat-
som sew that immeda

te wotion was neossary, -

and b led his zemaimng small 1680 ve to the

attack, organumng hom and laad-
ng lmgmﬂnﬂ?mtm:l:! end machine-
gun fire

Outnumbered, he finally cadersd hus men
to rofire, remaiming himsalf 1 & commum-
uhau trench to cover the retirement, though

hs faced almost certan death by aodomg

The assault he led was ab & cortecal
moment, and without doubt saved the lne
Both 1o the asseult and 1n covening his men's
ratirement, he hsld hu hifa u . amd
b splendid ‘h:“n.'c} m
the meimty to the mm suve
& breach being made wn a hardly tried sad
attenuatod hine

Lt -Col Watson was knlled while covening
the withdrawal

gum} Erank Crowther
Bnl:arh DA MC, Wore R

Dunng contunuous erations  whach
covered over twelve days -Col Bubu-tn
thowsd most cons Unu.-ln-nﬂy

taonal mil lh]lmduhugmﬂ; he
* vary Mﬂl:?ntunhml E
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Victoria Cross

Lieutenant Colonel Oliver C S Watson who was educated at St Paul’s School
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perations 21% March - 5™ April by Major T Shearman
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