The National Archives' reference WO-95-1270-1_003.jpg

© Crown Copyright



The National Archives' reference WO-95-1270-1_004.jpg

AUYUST 5th. First day of mobilization. I am
;i posted to "B" Company, and command No.
8 Platoon. Other officers in "B"
Compeny are Captains Allason, Vakley,
Lieutenants Goldie and Loomes. We are
in the 2nd Brig&ade, lst Division, at
North Camp, Aldershot.

AUGUST 6th Everyone very busy. We route march

tolithe every day and drill reserves, who came

D s T up in two batches each about 300 strong.
We entrain at Farnborough, and embark at
Southampton.

AUGUST 12th. We start to cross over, but run into a
ship in the Solent, giving her a nasty
bash; one man is injured. We cross at
night to Le Havre.

AUGUST 13th. The French gave us a hearty reception.
Their soldiers looked very gquaint in their
red trousers. We landed at 9-a.m., and
spend all day Setting stores and transport
ashore. We are one of the first regiments
to land. Towards night we march through
the town tc camp above Havre.

I find my equipment heavy for me - one
greatcoat strapped on the back (after to-day
our greatcoats are carried in the transport
vehicles for the remainder of the campaiZn),
one revolver with 12 rounds, field Zlasses,
sword, Sam Browne belt, wire cutters, iron
rations, note book, water bottle, and
haversack with oddments inside.

Wie 8t a E€reat reception on our way through
town; all the French damsels want to shake hands
with us, and many are pulled into the ranks

by the excited men. The men sing& all the way
up to camp, elicitinf remarks from the French:
"Tls sont trés 8a2is", etc, It is dark when
we at last reach camp, only to find that the
place has not been straiZhtened out; however,
we settle down. After partaking of a some=-
what rude meal, I spend a very Zood night in

a tent with Uoldie and Loomes. Next day we
spend a hard day Zetting the camp marked out,
though some of us are able to 8o into town to
buy a few thinfs. French soldiers are busy
in the fields clearing€ up the last of the
harvest . About six o'clock we parade and
march down to the station, where we entrain
about midnifht; we are very cowwded and do not
have a very pleasant journey.
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AUGUST 14th. We eventually land up at Le Nouvion,

s T passing on the way Rouen, Paris, Amiens,
Arras and Cambrei; at Amiens the General
(Bulfin) is presented with a bouquet by
a small girl on behalf of the townspeople,
while the same hearty reception is notice-
able the whole way up the line. At Le
Nouvion we billet in the school and next
morning march to Esqueheries and are
distributed along the road in the wvarious
scattered housesg; Battalion H.Q. is quite
a mile and a half away.

AUGUST 16th We spend a very pleasant week, and the men

Bogzlats o | are hardened by route marching. My farm

S TR is a cheese dairy kept by an old man and
woman, with their son to help; he was very
hospitable, in fact, so much so that at
times he was a bit of a nuisance. The men
are very happy in two comfortable barns.

One man, rubbing a quid of tobacco in his
hand, went up to the French madame and
wanted to buy some potatoes. After a
great deal of talking in pigeon English

he Zot the 8ood lady to understand him;

she replied, "N'ai pas", and the man,
understanding her to say the French for
potatoes, promptly replied, "Aye thats 'em,
give me some of those "N'aipas"! On another
occasion, several of the men, leaning afainst
a Bate, caused it to bend outwards, when an
excited farmer rushed up, festiculated, and
talked a lot of unintelligible lanfuafe.
Happening to be on the spot, I more or less
understood what was the matter, so I ordered
the men to climb over and bend the &Zate back
by leaninf€ on the other side; this, however,
did not suit Monsieur, who only became more
excited. It was forbidden to touch the
fruit, but we Sot permission, and were able to
have a 8ood deal.

AUGUST 21st. On the 21st of Au8ust we commenced our march

towards RelZium, and on the first day covered

16 miles. When we finally arrived at our
billets I had to stand and issue beer to the
Company, end, as the Zood lady had to Zo down
into a cellar with two ju8s, it took some time.
I suffested to her that she should allow me

to fetch up the barrel, but she would not hear
of it. Evidently she thougZht we miZht take

it without paying&: Another of the jobs of the
of ficer was to see to the sanitary arran8ement
of his Platoon; we had to be very careful,
and I think it is due to our care at the
beBinning& that so little ill-health has resulted.

t day,../
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Next day we continued the advance, passing
throufh Avesnes, a very neat little town

almost deserted already. Early in the
afternoon we went into billets at La Fontaine.
Thinking& we shall remain there for the nifht,
we commence to Zet ready a repast of somewhat
better bread than usual; we had boufht a fowl,
but in the middle of preparing€ it we were
suddenly told to fall in and we move forward

in a 8reat hurry. Ammunition boxes are
burst open and left on the road for the men
to take an extra 50 rounds per man. We pass
Fort Hautmont and watch the French preparing
trenches all round; the Fort looks strong
and able to resist.  We pass through Maubeule
and see some of the bGuards' Brigade, who seem
to have settled down for the night, but there
is no rest for us and we push on throug&h the
town. We halt in the main street for a short
time, and I am able, throufh the aid of a Flyin€
officer, to buy a packet of chocolates (2s/-).
He tells me that out cavalry have had a successful
meeting with the Uhlans and ot the best of it.
He also says he has been up in his 'plane and
seen thousands of Germans; these we are to meet
with four Divisions! We €0 on and billet
about l-a.m. in Villers Sire Nicol. My
Company is billetted in a barn, and are packed
as tight as sardines; however, we have had such
along march that we are thankful to et down.
A very kind lady Zave us some coffee, bread and
jam, and I then turn in and sleep on a bundle
of straw in a pi&-stye. The smell is not of
the sweetest, but I pass a £ood three hours in
sleep.

23rd AUGUST. ©Next morning we are hurried out at day break

4.+ .. and rushed into BelgZium; we cross the
frontier about 7-30.a.m., and shortly afterwards
turn into a field and stay there for several
hours . Tle see the enemy for the first time
in the shape of a Taube; he hovers over us for
about five minutes, and we all rush into the
sides of the hedge until he disappears in the
German direction.

One of the difficulties of the march was that

the men, when they got tired, on halting simply
throw down their rifles on the road and fall

down to seize what rest they canj; this is liable
to damage the rifles. They also carry the day's
ration on them, in addition to their iron ratiomm
and 150 rounds of ammunition per man, while if

a fight was expected an extra 50 or 100 rounds
were dished out.

Towards evening../
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23rd LAUYUST. Towards evening we move forward and Zo into

Tcontinued). billets at Givry. Yuns have been distinctly
audible since leavin& La Fontaine, and we know
that soon we shall be in battle. We settle
down, and I 8o buyin& bread at the Marie, where
I mana8e to obtain a few loaves and we have a
fair meal. The villa8e is wild with excitement
and all the inhabitants have been ordered to
leave . The Ereatcoats are taken away from the
men and stored in this place; it is a Zood
thin€ as they are nearly too much for them to
carry in addition to their other kit. Towards
dusk Buns befin to fire just behind our village
and we all Zo out to see the fun; it is a very
pretty sight.

We can see rifZht down the valley for miles,

and the Buns are Zoin& for each other; soon
fires start at various points, nifht is drawing
in, and the sifht is very impressive. One of
our batteries seems to be Zetting a bad time -
heard afterwards that it had suffered pretty
heavily. We are also Eiven the opportunity
of seein& the 3rd Brifade entrenching; they are
busy just below the spur making breastworks and
trenches which, however, they were not destined
to use; I should say it is just as well.

We are suddenly hurriedly recalled and told to
fall in, then we push out of the villa8e down
the main road towards lons. Ni€ht has now
caused the firin€ on both sides to cease. We
only €0 a few hundred yards and then lie on

the ri€ht side of the road facing the enemy .

The whole country is now 1lit up by burning

farms and haystacks., Allason 8oes to see the
C.0. for orders, and on comin® back tells us

we are to have a "Bloody battle" on the morrow.
We then explain all we have heard to our platoons,
snatch a hasty meal of bully and biscuit, and
then lie down to try and Bet some sleep.
Personally, I find it almost impossible, for the
thou8ht of fi8hting my first battle on the
morrow has made me far too excited, so that I

do not &et more than an hour. I think that
my only wish was that I should not turn about
and run - I felt very like it just about then.

Durin€ the nifht two pack animals run away,

Just missin& a score of men; as it was one man
hed his le8 badly broken and three others were
hurt. Motor cars continually ran up and down
the road the whole nifht; sometimes they contain
a Ueneral, sometimes a Staff Officer. Twice
there 1s sharp rifle fire over on our left; we
afterwards heard that the Yermans had attempted
to surprise the 6th BriBade but were repulsed.
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AUGTST 25th.
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At daybreak we 8ot ready for the attack.

The Buns commenced at the first streak of
dawn, and I pEx=EXwxXXg particularly
noticed one of our batteries on ahead of

us . The Germans had found the range and
were planting their shells just over the
battery; it was being corrected each time
and they were gradually getting right on the
guns . It was the first and last time I saw
our guns in the open without any cover.

We were told to retire about half a mile, and
thus we befan the famous retreat. We went

back through Villers Sire Nicole, then forward
agein to cover the retirement of the 2nd
Division. Passing through, the people were

very kind and Zave us wine and coffee. I had

a splendid cup of EZood coffee. We proceed

to Havay and entrench; my Company has to d4ig
shelter trenches, and I o to a neifhbouring

farm and take what is required in the shape of
doors, spades, etc. We dif€ in a turnip field,
and on completion are sent to a small village

and placed in reserve. Only one shell comes
near us, and we catch but one 8limpse of some
enemy wavalry, for thou8h heavy fifhting& is

going on in front we spend the rest of the day
there and are not called upon. We are able to
Bet any amount of fruit from a farm and have a
good tuck-in. About mid-day the 6th Brifade
pass us; the men are in a terrible state of
exhaustion, and Doll tells me they have had to
march and counter-march under shell fire the
whole day; their casualties, however, were only

a few wounded. I meet several of my old friends,
and notice that Sheppard's mount has been washed
over with a kind of coffee stain. At night fall
the remainder of the Re€iment comes in, and we
march to Feifnes, where we billet for the nifht.
Wie are lucky to find an empty house and plenty

of eatables. Wakley, who has been complaining
of his foot for some days, &ives in and is sent to
hospital with a sore heel. I set at liberty
several horses which the inhabitants had left
shut up in their hurry to fly.

The next morning€ we are up at dawn and move
backward in the direction of Maubeufe, which we
pass on the outskirts, leaving the .city and all
its forts on the left. I think the men baf8an to
see that somethinf was wrong, as just about this
time they be8an to Brouse a 8ood deal. Before
we 8ot to Maubeu&e our billettinf party had to
repise a small party of Yerman cavalry who had
got in behind us, and as we pass the fortress its
great Suns had already beBun to fire. We march
on well into the nifht and take up billets at
Marbalx, very tired. A Freach column crosses our
front, and this delays us; whenever we meet the
French at these times cheers are exchanfed. We
are billeted in a very dirty part of the town, and
I spend the best part of an hour issuing€ water
to the Company.
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AUGUST 28th. Before daybreak we are hurried out, and

v T occupy the surrounding heights; the whole
Brigade is to entrench, and we expect to
have a fight. We are made to ford a river
and the bank on the other side is so steep
that an ammunition mule falls down and has to
be shot. I am all wett and spend a most
unpleasant time until the sun comes out. A
lot of French cavalry comes through us; they
did not see us until they £Zot within a few
score yards, and then 8ot rather a fright -
I think they thought we were the Germans.
We hear firing; The Bussex on our left are
engaged. They took a prisoner, and we are
all anxious to see him; he is a fine fellow =~
a Prussian Dragoon.

We are ordered to retire and move off. We

can see shells bursting€ on our left where some
French infantry are teing€ shelled. They are
very steady. The town we are to 8o through

is shelled, so we leave it on our rifht end make
a short detour. We march for about two hours
without a halt and manafe to &t clear of the
shelling; we have to thank our Colonel (Kni&ht)
for having€ had no casualties. We halt and 8et
water. The water question was very serious.

The men always started drinking€ it at the first
halt, and the result was that they were always
short . Orders were issued that no one was
allowed to drink until the fourth halt, that is,
after four or five hours' marchin&. We continued
to retreat and mede the lonfest march of all.

I am very tired and use Allason's horse for a few
of the miles. My platoon turned up trumps, and
not a man fell out; we are the only platoon in the
Brifade which had no one fallen out.

AUGTUST 29th. e are so dead beat that a whole day's rest is

Lo . &iven. "B" Company are moved into billets.
(Arrecourt? ). Spent the whole of the day Betting
clean and restin€. We have a Bood meal or two.

AUGUST 30th. We continue retreat, and I am left as rearguard.

= I am told that Knowles' platoon failed to keep
touch with the main body. We nearly wander off
in a wrong& direction. We halt opposite a nunnery,
and all the nuns come out and &ive us wine, frapes
fruit and cheese; they are awfully kind,end afterwards
I was to hear that the Uermans when they came there
took everything eatable and drinkable, and also 1ill-
treated the nuns. We pass shortly afterwards a
house, and the lady held up the prettiest little
8irl I have ever seen. I sald then and there I
would try one day to 8Bet back and see 1f they were
safe; they waved to me and I waved back. We went
on and soon arriwed at the town where we were to
billet, but there was nmo rest for me. I was pushed
out on outpost duty. I made a barricade across
the road, but was not alarmed durin& the night.
Managed to Zet e£8s and hot drinks at a house near,
both for myself and the men.
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AUGUST 31.

SEPTEMBER lst.

SEPTEMBER 2Znd.

SEPTEMBER 2nd.

SEPTEMBER 3rd.

SEPTEMBER 4th.
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At daybreek we continued the retreat and took

up a position in a field. A Yerman seroplane flew
over us, and Lieut. Spread let-.off his mechine 8uns
for the first time in earnest. We heard afterwards
it had been forced to come down, but whether due to
him or not I cannot say. We moved off aBain and
about 1l-a.ms for the nifht about 18 miles short of
Soissons.

Next day we marched throu8h Soissons and billeted
in a field two and half miles beyond. Loomes left
us during the day; he was 1l1l. It was a berrible
job Eettin& up the hill outside Soissons. Wallace
fainepd, and so did several mén. It was a case of
halting for ten minutes and marchin® slowly for
fifteen. On Bettin& to the top we wheeled off at
ri€ht anfles into a field and lay on our backs for
three hours. With the aid of a little tea we were
then able to proceed to our campin& field a couple
of miles on.

Next morning€ we continue and move back asfar as
Villers-Cotterets, where we halt for an hour and

let the 2nd Division pass in front of us; they have
been enBafed and we expect to be shortly. "B"
Company is on outpost duty, and I am put in a wood
where I have to 8uard several roads. I took up

a more or less central position where more of the
roads joined and 8ot busy makin& it fit to resist=
felled trees and made obstacles with barbed wire.
Late in the afternoon we heard firing& . It seemed
quite close, so I took a man and went to try and find
out what it was; I could find nothin&, althoufh more
firing was heard; I suppose noise is deceiving in a
wood. Towards 9 at nif€ht Allason sent back and
asked about retirin&; he was told to do so at once =
evidently we had been left a little too lon&. We
crossed a river (the Marne), and scarcely had we
done so when the Enf8ineers blew up the brid8e; we
were the last Re€iment to cross. We only 8o a few
miles, then wheel into a field and snatch an hour or
two's sleep; we are roused before daybreak and march
off once moree.

Move forward and billet in a village., We are in a
&rocery store and take what we want, the a8reement
being that we left our names and what we took the
survivors were to pay for.

Move off next morning€ and pass over most beautiful
hilly country - I think the place was St. Denis =~
ultimately billetin& in a farm, where we manafed to
ba& some fowls and e&fsg.

Next morning we are rear 8Buard and teke up a position
at a farm just outside Coulommiers. The place is a
fruit Browinf establishment, and the owners complained
bitterly that the Enflish cavalry had teken all the
fruit -, the Yermens came next, so I suppose they

took the rest. I am sent as escort to the Buns;
recalled hurriedly and ordered to entrench on the left
of the battery, so we dif in with entrenchin& tools.

T Bo off to the...3f
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SEPTEMBER 4th. I &0 off to the flank to reconnoitre and meet a

{continued).

SEPTEMBER 5th.

SEPTEMBER 7th.

SEPTEMBER 8the

SEPTEMBER 9th.

French cavalry officer; I was suspicious and kept
him covered with my revolver while I questioned
him; he talked excellent En€lish and asked for the
9th Lancers - as they were only a short way back

I directed him to them. I proceeded about a mile
before returning, but could find no sifns of the
enemy or the Bri&ade who were supposed to be on our
left. I report and 8o back to my platoon. A
battery of &uns comes throufh us and comes into
action, but does not open fire. Our Yerman

friends open fire and "C" Company (Major Burrows)
€et a shellin&. No casualties. At nightfall all
is quiet and I am left on outpost while the Re8iment
retires; towards mornin€ I am ordered to follow.
About two miles on I come across dead Sermans - five
of them and half a dozen horses. I heard they had
€ot round us and tried to break through, but the
Black Watch had killed or captured all (10).

We move on and about mid-day catch up with the rest
of the Battalion. We are all very tired, but march
on until 3=p.m. We are now at the village of
Bernay, and we are told we shall not retire any more;
the E&reat retreat is ended and we shall move forward
soon. We spend the whole of the next day (6th)
getting€ ready.

We move out and the Marne battle beB8ins; we are in
reserve and only move a mile or so, then billet(?)
for the nifht in a field, with only our waterproof
sheets to cover us.

Next day we move forward in skirmishin€ order,
expecting a fif€ht any time. We come to a farm
where all the contents have been thrown out of
window over the road; the Huns have taken every-
thing they wanted and damaged all they didn't! We
o on and meet a cavalry men, who tells usthe Germans
are in a wood in front, so we move forward and
presently come across a dead Yermanj; we advanced up
to the wood, and when within 50 yards do the rest
with a rush, but find it empty. We push on
through the wood and entrench in an open field; the
German cavalry can be seen about 2,400 yards in
front, but they soon disappear. Towards mid=-day
we push forward once more and come across many siéns
of German flight. We billet for the night in a
field.

Lieut .Miller joined with a draft of 80 men. We
cross the lMarne (Digmon?) and push on through
hilly country beyond. We come across a field
where Germans had slept and billet several miles
on in g field.
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SEPTEMBER, 10th. Push off in a hurry in the early dawn and
advance until about 1lO-a2.m. The guns, which
are in front, wheel into a field on left of
road and we to right. We are told the Germans
are in front and advance to attack. I am
anxious about waterproof sheets the men are
wearing (it was raining), so order my platoon
to remove theirs and carry them on their backs;
none of the others did this, with fatal results.
We move forward in artillery formation, and soon
come under fire; the wonder is that we escape
being hit. I am fired at by our own Horse
Gunners who mistake us for the enemy on account
of the men of other platoons wearing waterproof
sheets; I lose one killed (Dr.Richardson) and
six wounded. We dig in and our gunners stop
shooting at us and turn their attention to some
other part of the line. We dig in. We move
forward. I see several German mounted men, but
they disappear very quickly. We are recalled
and move down towards the village of Priez. We
shelter under some bank while our gunners fire at
the enemy, who are now retreating. About 2-30.
We move into the village. Pass several of the
Royal Sussex Regiment dead. They suf fered
heaviest of all, about 60 of 120 casualties in
Brigade. We halt for a few hours. I go into
a farm and see damage done by Huns. The farm has
been striped of everything. In one room there
are signs of a feast. Bottles in numbers are
still on the table and all the plates are dirty.
They had evidently had a royal time. In the
kitchen everything had been pulled off the shelves
and scattered about, and also the tap turned on
and the place flooded. They were also not content
with turning everything out on to the floors of
the various rooms, but even fired bullets into the
ceiling and paper on the wall. The damafge done
was beyond repair. We captured about 30 wounded
Germens in the village. Towards dark we move
forward about a mile and billet in a field for
night. Move forward next morning (Sept:11lth)
and pess on march a2 French cavalry division. The
men exchange remarks with ours and seem in
excellent spirits. They don't shew much inclina-
tion to Bet off their animals, who look very thin
and worn'! We billet in a town for the night.
Everything has been pillaZed by the Germans . We
have very £ood billets. Move forward early next
morning (12th) and towards dusk meet French
troops. They have evidently been fiZhting&, as
a few dead horses are 1lyingZ about. The Germans
had cleared off. We moved through them and
worked to our right, where we were billeted in a
ferm.
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Next morning was the commencement of the Aisne
battle. We moved forward to a village and halted
for several hours. Heavy &uns are just on our
left, and have opened already at enemy's position
across Alsne. Passafe is forced by lst Brigade
and we move down and cross at Bourd, I noticed
strong barricades and dis8uised trenches abandoned
by the enemy which, if held, would certainly have
cost us casualties. le hald just one side of
Bourf at Point "A". Just settling down to a meal
when we are moved on to hill "X"and lie just
beneath the crest. Vusketry fire has be8un.
Sussex and Gyards are hard at it. We are

shelled and one Serfeant is wounded. Towards
duek the Regiment moved into billets at Moulins,
except "A" Company, which is left out on the hill.
Pass a Bood night, but called out hurriedly

before daybreak and told to move. We fall in

but are ordered to stand by for an hour. Fall
out, and told to move off half an hour later.

Rain befan to fall and continued to do so for the
remainder of the battle. We hear firing towards
Vendresse. lMove down road "B" to Vendresse and
lie under cover of hedfe "C". . Thinfs are
beimming to liven up and bullets are fallin& all
round us. Téw men are wounded. One in foot and
another in le8. Captain Body, who has taken over
the Company, calls all Company officers and
explains situation. e are shortly moved up to
Tryon to support attack on factory. While he was
explaining all this the bullets kept sin8in€ by,
some fairly close. T felt uncommon like making

a dash for the nearest cover. Lieut .Loomes
turned up and rejoined; we were all £lad to see
him. He was deliZhted at beinf back. When he
had reached the base he was told to £o to Enfland,
but not 1liking the idea he had Eot on a train and,
by changinf trains and living& from hand to mouth,
had succeeded in joining up just before Zoin€& into
action. "C" Company are sent to support “uards.
They return after about an hour, having suf fered
very severely. Knowles had Zone on 8ally
attacking the whole German army until he found
hims@lf very nearly surrounded. He then made a
bolt for it. "A" Company rejoined, and we move
up to Troyone. Pass about 350 prisoners, &
welcome sight. They were in tears. They had beer
told all they had to do was to march throufh to
Paris, which had already been captured. They
were surprised at their reception. On approaching
crest of hill we come on sifZns of conflict.
Helmets lying& all over the place, and also rifles.
A Eoo0d deal of blood, and several wounded and dead
1lying about . We reach crest end halt just under
it. The bullets now seem to be coming from all
directions. After a short rest we are ordered
forward to attack factory. I extend my platoon
after Loomes (he is far in front of his platoon
waving them on; this was the last I saw of him).
Loomes ig on my riZht and Goldie on my left.

Had only Zone about a hundred yards under a perfect
nail of bullets when I heard a sin£in& sound on my
right. Tow el€ht-inch shells had pitched 20

ards to my.
¥ 3
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SEPTEMBER 13th
(continued)
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yards to my left and blew sky high a few of my
platoon. The shells emitted a tall cloud of
black dust and smoke. Truly terrible missiles,
We o0 on forward, but as yet I can see nothinS.

At last we readh the firing line. How anyone
reached it is beyond comprehending. And such a
line. All manner of refiments are there, and

the dead and wounded are lyin& round in scores.

We carry the factory and hold on like 8rim death.
Allason is a 1little to my riZht, and Goldie landed
up to me. He shortly afterwards moved off to

the left by rollin€ on his side, and that was the
last I saw of him. The man next to me, just as
he was Zetting down, suddenly pitched forward and
lay in front moaninf the whole of the time we

were there. Wie opened a sharp fire on the German
line, but are not able to see very much. Allason,
on my right, is bandaging& up a wounded Guards'
officer. He was a fine example and seemed to
shew no fear. He would not lie properly down.
The Yerman machine Buns are nasty; they keep
traversing up and down our line. A Breat increase
in the noise of cracking whips overhead always
heralded their return. Many men are hit and |,

the casualties become truly appalling. We 8et

no reinforcements or ammunition, and soon exhaust
our supply. Germans heavily counter-attack. I
noticed their way of carrying€ machine Zuns on
stretchers. We used not to fire at these until
we knew their contents. Goldie sends back word
that he has been wounded in the leg& and is £o0in8
to crawl back to the rear. That was the last
news I heard of him. / Allason orders me to retire,
and I do so with two Loyal North Lancs., three
Black Watch, two Cameron HiZhlanders./; We move
back at a fast double and, cominf to a donfa, take
shelter there. We are subject to a terrifie
bombardment and it is death to shew a hand. The
shells seem to come right in and sweep the hole
out . We lie there for some time and then move

a little further back. I strike the Gloucester
Regiment , who are the 3rd Brifade. They have
come up to support and have had no casualties.
They are all very eafer to £o on. I have already
lost my Loyal North Lancs., and the Hig&hlanders &o
off to try and find their re€iment. I decide I
will attach myself to the Gloucesters. I am
absolutely done. 2nd/Lieut . Harding and I settle
down to eat something. I supply the jam, he the
bread. This revives us. The fire is still
tremendous, but we are sheltered under a steep
cliff and do not suffer. It 1s not safe to £o

on top. A party tried to bring€ in a wounded men,
but all of them were either killed or wounded.
Towards darkness the Gloucesters are ordered to
attempt to advance on. factory via village of Tryon.
They ask me to come and I do so, there being no
chance of finding my unit. We move off and have
several escapes from "Jack Jchnsons" and move up
the road. Reach top of road when helf battalion
in front get panicy. The General'Sescort bolted
and the half battalion Welsh opened fire on us.
Iuckily they fired high so ne damage was done.

The Gloucester Regiment's leading Company had
scattered, and it seemed as if we were in for

another fight../
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he was wounded, he £Zot away. Another was
arrested in Troyon villa&e in the act of
despatching pifZeons. Another was discovered
installed with a telephone which communicated
with the Uerman position. The usual procedure
was to hand them over to the French Authorities
to be dealt with. We rested only for two days
when we called out to support 18th Brigade,
whose trenches had been taken. The Northamptons
and Rifles were only used, but we lost one
officer and 32 men from shell fire. I was left
behind to Zather all the tools tof€ether and come
on alone. We had to advance in extended ovder,
being shelled from the flank. I was lucky in
escaping without any hit. We went to Paissy
and stayed there while the action was 8oing on,
and then went back to our billets via Moulins.

It turned out that the 18th Brifade were caufht
unprepared by the Yermans who, pretending they
wished to surrender, surrounded and caught most, of
them. The plan was, a line of unarmed men came
in front and were followed by a crowd of armed
Uermans. Refore the unfortunate 18th Brigade
were able to make out what was the matter, the
Germans were among them shooting all with arms

in their hands and taking others prisonerse.

We had an unpleasant job when orderly officer.
Tie had to €0 and watch the trenches from behind
a Brigade of French 75.m.m. Zuns. As the German
16-inch shells used to pitch very often within
100 yards of the spot where we sat, it was by

ne means pleasant. One shell burst in a house.
The house was absolutely wrecked and several
French artillery men were killed. A Division
of French Moroccan Troops were camped just below
the hill. We stayed in ==--=-= until the 29th
September, when we once more want into the
trenches and stayed there until October 18th.

It was one continual round of trench warfare.

The trenches of the West Yfokshire Regiment were
still full of their dead, and it was almost
impossible to dig in places without comin€ on

dead bodies. We were subject to several attacks
and continual heavy bombardment. We repulsed

all attacks,and in no case did the enemy set

foot in our trench. The bombardment was the
worst and we suffered several casualties. One

day lMajor Burrows, Allason, Allen, Calrow, Reid
(who only joined that day), and myself were all
sitting in the mess talking when a shell burst
juet at the door. Allason and Calrow were
killed. Reid was wounded and also lajor Burrows.
Allen and myself were not touched, althoufh I
was knocked over. For a few seconds I thou&ht I
had been hit, but recovered sufficiently to dash
away . One of the mess carts was blown up
completely. On another occasion a lMeenen Weefer
came into a trench and burst in a trench where
fige officers and a few men were standing and
only wounded three of them slifhtly.
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