Lieutenant John Rookhurst Platt

Lieutenant John Rookhurst Platt was born on thel/&th 1890, the son of Sam Platt of Platt
Bros, Oldham and Helen Platt nee Roberts.

He was educated at Eton and was part of thattery, Royal Field Artillery %8
(Northumbria) Brigade in the First World War.

The War Diary for his unit is Ref WO 95/2817 (258dade, Royal Field Artillery).

He served with his unit from their embarkation frblewcastle on Tyne to Le Havre via
Southampton on f0April 1915. They were near Ypres in May and Juamel then Neuve
Eglise in July, and Armentieres in October.

There was no let up for Christmas as his unit nbitraistraat fired 67 High Explosive and

79 Shrapnel shells on the"2Becember 1915 and on the*Tecember the war diary states
"Each battery fired 60 rounds between 11pm and0phband the same between midnight

and 12.50pm without provoking retaliation."

He was wounded by shell fire on Hill 60, near Ypmesd died the same day, thé"March
1916.

He is buried at Railway Dugouts Burial Ground, G&ef Il E 13.

War Diary record of March 1916, Ref WO 95/2817



LIEUTENANT
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IN THE SECURITY OF DUTY DONE

Railway Dugouts Burial Ground, nr Ypres.



Railway A — Hill 60
Dugouts
Burial Ground B — Menin Gate, Ypres

Hill 60 was so named because it is 60 metres abeadevel. Even with such a slight incline
- the man-made result of spoil from a nearby rajleatting in the nineteenth century (no
longer present) - the hill proved an invaluabletage point from which to view the wider
battlefield and so was much sought and fought &fgehe allied and German forces.

A plaque there records that it was taken from tteméh by the German forces on 10
December 1914, recaptured by the British on 1714815, retaken by the Germans on 5
May 1916, ceded back to the British on 7 June 18 first day of the Messines offensive),
taken once again by the Germans in April 1918 (duthe great Spring push) and its final
capture by the British on 28 September 1918.

The sanctuary steps at St George’s Memorial Chifpres were given by Nancy Quinelda
Radcliffe Platt in memory of her brother John Ramigh Platt.

His name, along with his brother Sub-Lieutenant MauC Platt K8 41, RN Div. (Antwerp),
RNVR who died on the 26th November 1918, arehenWwar Memorial at Windlesham in



Surrey near where his widowed mother Helen Mayt Rlas living at New Place,
Sunningdale, Berkshire. Their names are also ofathdy grave at Chadderton Cemetery.

Platt Family Grave, Chadderton Cemetery
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