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REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT

by
~.102nd (TYNBSIDE SCOTTISH) BRIGADE on £th JUNE and subsecuent days,

The forming up of the brigado took place without incidont.

At 7.85 pem. the enomy cormenced shelling our front line on
the Centre and Left Dattalion fronts: this howovor died down
just bofore & p.m.

At & p.nn. our artillery barragzo opened out and 20 soconds
lator the leoading waves sdvenced to the ascault.

At &.3 p.m. the onemy oorm:ownco? shelld ig in tho directisn
of CHILI trench and by 8.8 pe.rs a Loy’ icstilc barrage was put
down or our left and in tlo neigl:bouricod of CLVIL tronch. There
was not much hostile artillery fire on our front till &.36 p.n.
when heavy sholls fell continually on the line of the OREU. =
GAVRELLE road.

Tho advancing troops soon caric under machine gun firo
partioularly on the left whero the fire from WIT trench was vory
hoavy. The platoon detailcd to capture the junction of CHARLIZE
and CUTHBEKT and trench to tho north-cast of it lost all except
the Officer in command and 2 1en at this stago.

On the right our barrage which had opened at Zero Viest of
CURLY trench is said to have lifted 30X Dast of that trench at 4
0.2 minutes. The onomy at once oponed machine gun firec from
this portion of his line and the advance of the centro porticn
of the right battalion was hold up.

Stubborn fighting occurred for the capture of CHARLIE tronch
and largo nymbers of the cnemy were killod in the trench.
Pockets of the enemy hold cut in CIHARLIE trench but were soon
disposed of by our rifle gronadicrs and touch gained botween
the CENTRE and LEVFT Battalions.

A portion of the right battalion established themselves in
CULLY trench astrido CAHBRIAN trench, whore they were in touch
with 27th Infantry Srigade on the right. Ancther portiocn held
CHARLIE trench about I.7.d.5.6. whore they were in touch with
the right of 21st N,F,

CHARLIE and CURLY tronches beotween these points was still
hold by the enomy.

licanwhile the roar waves of the assaulting columns had
advanced to the line of CUTHBERT and COD trenchos and posts were
established about the following points :- ;

I.8.ce25,35,
106:.000090
Be&ede
De75,70.
0.754,90.
a

d:
I
I
I . 2.15.

7.
7
7
10
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About 11 pem. Sth instant the oneny nade g bombing attack
on our post at 1,1, «82415 but dus warning having been recoived
fron an ddvanced sentry 3 easlly driven off with rifle
greénados,

A cartain amount of borbing also tool Place during the nirht
betweon our right battalion and the enemy who 8till renained i
CURLY trench,

About 2 a,m. the eneriy opened fire with trench nortars and
rifle groenacos and nado a further anc noro detrmined attacik on
our post at Iel.d,82,15, but Was again driven off by our rirfie
gronadiors assistoq by a Stolzea iortar which had been brought up,

About 2,15 a.n, Gth instant, a body of the enony, strongth
estimatod at 1 battulion, Was Beon silhouettod againgt the sky
about the line of J1T troneh advancing in tie direction of the
Junetion or CUTHLERY and Ciu. i{Z tronches, Lewis gun ang rifle
Tire was opened on therm and tley were driven off, but until
Set0 a.m, made repeatead attenpty to advence, on oach oceaslion
without success,

During the night 5th/cth June cogis tronch was dqugp through
and a strong point nado and wipeq noar its junction with CHALLIRE
trench, Parts of CHARLIE tronch were also wired,

The irigade on our left made Progress with the digging of
COKE trench but dig not succeod in Joining it up witn CLARLIT
tronch,

On the afternoon or tie Jth instent the onery was.still
holding out in CU.LY trench, A Gtokes ortap orenod firo on
CURLL trench about 2 p,m, and a fronts] attack was made br a
portion of 20th Heffs in conjunction with 4 bonbing attack along
CHARLIE trench frow the loeft, * 7nhg onory at once retired out
of his trench but being met by Leowis gun fire rrou one of our
poste in cop tronch advancod again and surrenderod, 2 Officers,
72 other renkll, 4 nachine gms, 2 lipght machine guns and 1
bineapplo tirowor wore captured,

The whrole of CHARLILE a.d CURLY trenchna wore now in our
hands ana touch ¢stablished throughout,,

4Lt 10,4 DPeris &th instant the oneny opened s heavy artillery
fire on our front 8yster, Se0.5, lights were sent up to whieh
our artillery ang machino pung respondod at once,

The oneny attaclred and drove in our posts in COD trench,
but was everywhore e¢lgag revulsed, -

At 12,30 a.m, 7th, tho enery again Cpened a heavy artillery
fire on our Iront tronches: D05, lights were sent up and the
Be0e8, messare was also recolived at frigade Leadquarters by lamp
signal,

6 guns responded cuickly, The
gain attacked and on the right succesded in advancing to -
Within 70% of our front line (CURLY) where he was stopped by
rifle and Lewis gun fire.

© Crown Copyright
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At 2,30 .. on the 7th June, the enemy again made a most
determined attack on the junction of CUTHEDLT and CLARLIL trenches
and succeeded in driving our men back about 90 VWest of that pcint.
A countor attack was organized within 20 minutes and as our mon wer
now short cof rifle grenadss they advanced cvor the open. The
onony was driven out at once and fled in discrder leaving a machinc
gun behind.

During these counter attacks the posts of the centre battalion
in CUTHLLRY trench were compelled to withdraw. The post on the
right held out until its Lewis gun went out of action and the enomy
was soen toc be working round their right flani.

Whon it becane light it was apparent that the enemy had
suffered very heavily indeed from our fire during his countor
attacks. Soth right and loft battalions estimated the encny dead
in front of thoir trenches at betweon 500 and 400 in oecll casc.

During the day of 7th instant, & few CGormans who had remained
in shell holns after the counter attacks surrendered.

At 9.45 p.m. 7th instant, the enemy again opened a heavy
artillory fire on our front trenches. 5.,0.8, lights wore sent up.
No hostile attaclk developed, and at 10.25 p.m. the situation was
again nornmal.

The Brigade was relieved on night 7th/&th June.

The total prisoners, taken during the operaticns 5th to 7th
June amounted to :-

6 Officers and 164 Other Ranks.

S machino guns, 3 light machi .o _unu and 1 pincapple thrower

were taken in addition to a lar e guantity cf rifles, other
material, documents, ctc.

Some cf the captured machine 1ns hetl cudinary pattern and
light were succogsfully used by ou. : on ore.nst the enomy.

The casucities suffercd by this Brigade during the operationa
5th to 7th Juno smounted to :-

Killod: 10 officers.

81 Other Ranks., .

Wounded : 14 Officersa,
- 463 Othor Ranks.

Ligeing: 1l Officer.
188 Other Ranks.

Tho follouwing points notod in connoction with theso operations
may bo of inteiest :-

(1) Collection of information:

Thero is still a tondency to rely too much on information
boing sent back from Companies in the front line when tho situation
is not oclear.
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