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R.A.F. Station - The Squadron ra_formed ags a light bomber squadron at Andover, perabnnal‘béihg

Angover. Hants. - - |- grewn from "B" Flight No. 12 (B) Squadron, the parent unit. After this date all
&

No.2 Bomber Grov postings were made direct to 65 (B) Squadron. One flight was formed, comprising the

| following officers and men: -

officers. F/Lt. T.H.L. Wicholls = - conmanding.

A P,0, B,J, Rogers - adjutant
AP0, L.V, Jame8 =

A.P.O, J.W.5, Fowler

! other flying personnel
Sgt, Pilot Brain.
Sgt. Pilot Burden.
Sgt. Pilot Chinrery.
Two air gunners and 38 N.C.0's and airmen.
] | S/Lar. V.S, Parker DFC.,AFC, was posted to Andover to command the Squadron.
RE.2,5Y S /Ldr. Parker proceeded to Upwood to arrange the move of the Squadron and to take

over the cormand of R,A.F. Station, Upwood.

’ The Squadron was temporarily equipped with 7 Hawker Hina aireraft from "B" Flt,
No.l2 Squadron.

R.A.F., Station Four Hawker Audaxes were collected from A.V. Roe's Ltd of lanchester, these were
Upwood. Hunts. flown direct to Upwood, where the Squadron vas ordered to move.

No.2 Bomber Group.“+*%-Y" | The Sguadron moved to Upwood.

Three Audax collectedq from A.V. Roe Ltd Manchester (Wooaford Aerodrome )

| Audax
Three,collected from A.V., Hoe Ltd ilanchester.
Two Audax collected from A.V. Roe Ltd lanchester.
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Summary of Events.

P/0 Ault and APO Corbishley were posted to the Squadron from 114 (B) Squadron,Wyton
P/0 Ironsige was posted to the Squadron from 35 (B) Squadron, Worthy Down.

3 a/c patrolled the area Upwood-Ke ttering-St Weots-Upwoodq for 2-hours in an
unsuccessful attempt to locate the Duchess-of Begford's Gipsey loth aéroplane which

disappeared when she was piloting it én the evening of 28nd.

A/P/0 ELLIS was posted to the squadqron from 114 (B) Squadron,‘ Wyton,
Sgt/Pilot POWELL was posted to the squadron.

P/O GREY posted to the squagron from 83 (B) Squadron, Turnhouse.
S/Ldr PARKER resumedq command of the squadron vice F/Lt NICHOLLS, and two flights

re formed as follows,
Officers. F/Lt NICHOLLS, "A" Flight. P/0 AULZ., "B" Flight.
P/0  JAMES. P/0 IRONSIDE.
P/0 FOWLER, P/0 GREY,
A/P/O CORBISHLEY. A/P/0 ROGERS,

A/P/0 ELLIS,
Other flying ) Sgt. POWELL. Bgt. BRAIN,
Personnel. ) Sgt. BURDEN. S@t. CHINNERY,

£0.4.31 Adr Chief Marshal Sir JOHN, M. STEEL K.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., Air Officer
Commanding - in - chief of Bomber Command visited the station and delivered an

adgress to all the Service personnel.

8,4.37. The Under Secretary of State for Air flew to Upwood and visited the station,
1.5.37. A/P/0's HYDE - PARKER ang BACK were posted to the squadron from No, 3 F.T.S.
Grantham.

«5.37 The Squadgron was issued with its first Fairey "Battle" aireraft K.7559, the squadrg

is the first to be equ%gpea with -these a&gcr‘ai‘%.,}: S, pigby
y « TuSe »

5.5.37 A/P/O Swain posted to the squadron from
.6.387, Battle K.7563, was delivered to the Squadron. (Measal)

2,.5,37 S /Lar Parker DFC, AFC,, ? /1.t Nicholls and S/Piloi Powell WW
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R.A.F, Station

Upwood, Hunts, |

no.2 Bomber
Group.

Battle K.7582 collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway Aerodrome.

Battle K,7586 collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway Aerodrome.

Battle K,7561 collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway Aero@rome.

As from this date the Squadron has been undergoing intensive development trials
bn Battles K,7588, 7563, and 7566,

Battle K.7564 collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway Aerodrome.

Battle K..?565 collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway Aerodrome.

The Squadron took part in Bo.2 Bomber Group Air Exercises for testing the defence
bf London against Air Attack.(10.8,37 to 13.8.37).

Battle K,7580 collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway Aerodrome.

e Squadron Closed down for the Amnusal leave Period.

he Squadron resumed normal routine.

Battles K.7588, and k.7570 and K.7569 collected from Fairey Aviastion Co. Ringway
herodrome . '

AP /O G.K.Gra.tta.n-B'LlElshe was posted to the Squadron from Wo.3 F.T.S. Grantham.
A/P/0 C,L.G.Back's o(l)miaaion in the Royal Air Force was terminated.

Battle K.7567 collecteq from Experimental Station, Parnborough where it hadq been
ndergoing Bﬁecial téats. ;
posting to an F.T.S5. for quty as Navigation Officer.

F/0 B.V. Robinﬂonlfrom Boscombe pown, Experimental Flight, reported to Upwoodq for
instruction from S/Ldr Parker in flying the Battle, returning to his unit two days

later,

flights were rearrangeq and the Squagron state is a8 follows =

Eeferpmori=

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE :T’ 5

AIR 21 /581 o

11
COPYRIGHT - WOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WiTHOUT PERMISSION
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Summary of Events.

S/Lar V.5. Parker. D.F.C., A.F.C., Commanding.

P/0J.W.5. Fowler. Adjutang.

"A" Flight. : "BYLELight.
F/Lt Wicholls,T.H.L. Commanding. P/0 Rogers,B,J. Commanding.
P/0 Fowler., J.W.S5. ' P/0 Ironside.H.H.A.
P/0 &réy. R.H.G, P/O James., L.V,
P/O Corbishley. P. P/0 Ellis. J.
A/PfO ﬁyﬁe-?arker.A.E. A/P/P Grattan-Bushe.C.H.
Sgt /Pilot Powell. Sgt /Pilot Brain.
Sgt/Pilot Burden. Sgt /Pilot Chinnery,
2;.5.51 Caméramen from the Gaumont British Film Company spent the day taking films of
the Squagron's Battles, take-offs in formation and formation flying above the
cloudp;‘g machines took part. The filming was being talen for the picture "Under

the Shadow of the Wing".

B’Z;a;sT The "Flight" photographer went Up in a Battle to take photographs of the Battle in
formation, 5 machines took part in the flight from "B" Flight and pictures and

story of the Squadron were subsequently printed in "Flight".

16.9.3% Visit to the Squﬁdron by H.H. the puke of Aosta and Italian representatives to

A inspect the Battles,

21.9.31 A battie was flown by Sgt/Pilot Powell tp Northolt where it was demonstrated to
i memhera.of the Egyptian Governrent.

2%.9.37. Major Woutieres representing the Belgian Government paid a visit to the Squadron
to inspect the Battles,

30,.9.317 Lieut, Lim Weir K'nmei of the Chinese Air Force visited the Squadron to inspect the

Battles.
J.5, Hawkinge, Commanding,

No.
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R.A,F. Station Adir Chief Marshal Sir E,R, Ludlow- Hewitt K.C.B., C.M.G., D.5,0., M.C., arrived by |

Upwoodq. Hunts, Air at Upwood to inspect the Battles. He was later flown to Tatesbury Civil Flying |
Fo.2 Bomber | Training School by F/Lt Nicholls in one of the Squadroh Battles.

Group. The Sguadron provided an aireraft to take part in the affiliation exercises,
|co-0parating with Anti-Aircraft Units. .
S/Ldr J.A.Hewkings was posted to 63 (B) Squadron to take cormand vice S/Lar V.S.

Parker D.F.C.,A.F.C. ) .
18.10,3 9 Battle Aircraft from 105 Squadron, stationed at Harwell, arrived at Upwood to

ipractice formation flying with 63 Squadron for a f1y past the German Mission, to
take place at lMildenhall at a later date.

Air Commodore S,J. Goble C.B.E.,D.S5.0.,D.S.C., Alr Officer Commanding ¥o.2 Bomber

Group arrived on the station with his stagf to carry out the Annual Unspection of
the Squadron.

One Battle completely equipped to Scale was flown to Mildenhall for inspection by
the German Mission on the following day. These officers procesded to Mildenhall to
act as gemonstrators of the above aircraft.

9 machines from 63 Squadroh led a formation of 18 Battles in the f‘l}'lpa.st tﬁe
members of the German Mission at Mildenhall., The mission was composed of General
|der Flieger Milch,'l';‘eneral Lieutenant Stumpff, General Major Udet and their Staff,

They were accompanied by Capt. Don 0.B.E. and Wing Cormanger T.L.Vachell M.C. and

were conducted throughout their inspection by the A.0.C. in Chief S5ir E.R.Ludlow
Hewitt K.C,.B., C.M.G., D.5,0., M.C. and the A,0.C. No, 3 Bomber Group Air Vice

Marshal P,H.L. Playfair C.B.,C.V.0.,M.C., The mission carrieq out a very detailed
inspection of the Battle flown over to Mildenha1]

the previous daYy,.

Feferencel=
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Summary, of Events.

29,10,9

5.11.3

6;11-.2

B7.11.3
29,11.3

6/9.12.37

11.12.3
51.12.3

A format.i‘on. orl 8 ;aifcfaft from the Squadron, led by S/Ldr Hawkings flew .ta No. 4
Armament Training Camp at West Freugh to carry out their Annual. Training. The-pilot
vere; S/Ldar Hawkings, PJ0 Rogers, PJ0 Grey, P/0 James, Sgt/Pilots Brain, Burden,
Chinnery and Pmrell P/O Swain brought up the advance party a few days pr-evjo\xaly

P/0 Ironsige was in charge of the main rail party.

shal of the Royal Air Force Sir Edward L. Ellington, G.C.B.,C.M.G.,C,.B,E, ,Chief
£ Air Staff visited Upwood to inspect the Squadron's Battles and afterwards
uncheq with the officers in the Mess,
/Lt Nicholls remained at Upwood, while the renmainder of the Squadron weee at
est Freugh, in command of a detached flight, consisting of P/0 Fowler, P/O
brattan-Bushe, P/O Hyge-Parker and P/0 Ault.This flight was left at Upwood to
sontinue the 500 hour mvelopment Brials on aircraft K. 7562, K.,utye and K, 7588,
Fhe personnel of &3 (B) Squagron returneq from West Freurh via Sealand in formation
leq by S/Ldr Hawkings. :
Air Conmugore_d.!_i.&?lount, 0,B.E.,M.C., Senior Air Staff Officer, No 2 Bomber
Group tokk the salute and carried out the A,0.C's Annual Inspection.
P /0 W.Blc-amlﬂ..&.ﬁ.F. was posted to the Squadron from No. 8 F.T.5. Montrose.
bettles K.7615 and K.7614 were callected from the Fairey Aviation Co. Ringway,
bringing the Squadron's aircraft state to 14 a/fe.

factical Exercises without aireraft were carried out in conjunction with Fighter
and Bomber Commands. '

Battle K,7621 collected from the Pairey Aviation Co. Ringway.
P56 hours total Flying time quring 1957,

Certifiedq True Cop¥.

J.S.Hawkings, Commanding,
No, 63 (B) Squagron.
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R.A.F. Station | 1938,

Upwood. Hunts.
Fo.2 Bomber Group.'3/é . The Station closed down for 14 deys leave period, a detached flight remaining for

Development Trials.
3.1.384 Sgt/Pilot Fowell posted to Central Flying School, Upavon on an Instructors Course.
8.1.38 | AP0 W.S. Herd posted to the Squadron from To.b6 F.T.S., Netheravon.
13.1.38 P/0 A.E. Hyde Parker posted to No. 12 Squedron. Andover.

e F/sgt/Pilot Upshaell posted to the Squadron.

Battle K.7645 was collected from the Fairey Aviation Co, Ringway.

14.1.)*. Battle K.7646 was collected from the Fairey Aviation Co, Ringway.
16.1.38. Battle K.7648 was collected from the Fairey Aviation Co, Ringway.
17.1.38. Battles K.7649 and K.7650 were collected from the Fairey Aviation Co, Ringway.

Battle K.7568 was flown to Henlow and transferred to that Unit.

| Battle K.7560 was flown to Henlow and trensferred to that Unit.
‘ Battle K.7569 was flown to Halton and transferred to that Unit.

| Battle K.7561 wes flown to Henlow and transferred to that Unit.
Battle K.7570 wae flown to Manston and transferred to that Unit.
Group Capt. Orlebar, AFC end S/Ldr. Vasse arrived at Upwood by air from Northolt td
inspect the Squadrons "Battles".

Air Commodore Blount, AOC No.2 Bomber Group visited the Station.

S/1dr. Chilton arrived at Upwood to inspect the navigation facilities and the

-

work done by the Sguedron in this respect.
In order that the Development trials may be completed as rapidly as possible, the

working hours of the flight personnel have been organized. The flights are now run

“PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE
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Summary of Events.

g0 that the f£lying of the Development machines K.7562, K.7563 and K.7566 take
precedence over all other forms of flying, training taking second place in
importence, Under the present system it is possible to have ach aircraft in the
air for 3 periods of 3 hours or over per day, 0730-1030 am, 1030-1330 and

1330 — dusk. Thus if the machines are all serviceable the maximum flying times are

obtainable.
S/Ldr. Hawkings assumes command of the Station vice W/ Houghton AFC who is away

on leave and F/Lt Nicholls assumes command of the Squadron.

P/0 Ironside transferred to "A" Flight as from this date, and promoted to the
rank of Flying Officer w.e.f. 16.1.38.

12.2.34 The number of hours flown by development trial aircraft this week was 103.20 hrs.

15/18.4. S/Ldr Hewkings was attached to Civil Air Lines for navigation experience,

entailing night channel crossings to Faris.

28.2.34 Air Commodore R.P. Wilcock from NWo.24 Training Group, Uxbridge came by eir to
1.3.38 Jguogd with Wing commander Gernsgie 47 fo lopk,pYeX,fhg.Eatties:

3.3.384 Five officers proceeded to Mildenhall to attend a lew lecture on conducting a Court
Martial and the general procedure.

8.3.384 Wing Commander J.J.Williamson AFC of No.2 Training Wing,Henlow arrived by air at
Upwood for dusl instruction by S/Ldr Hawkings in flying the "Battle".

14.3.38., - Wing Commander V.S. Parker DFC,AFC arrived by alr from HUCKNALL to visit the
Squadron and took lunch in the Officers Mess.

Captain Boucher R.N. arrived by air from HENDON for instruction in flying the Battl
Seven mechines piloted by SL Hawkings, P/0 Grey, P/0 Corbishley, P/0 Rogers,
P/0 Ault, P/0 James, P/0 Blom and led in formation by S/L Hawkings flew to
Aldergrove in order to attend the opening of the Belfast Civil Airport on the

following day, when the Seven mechines gave a display of formation
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R.A.F, Station 16.3.38. flying. ‘
Upwood. 21.3.38 The development trisls have now been completed on each on each of the 3 a/c

Fo.2 Bomber Group. ' | | K.7562, K.7563 end K.7566. |
1.4.38. The Secretary of State for Air Viscount Swinton landed at Upwood to refuel on his i

|
way South to Northolt.

S/Ldr. Edwards arrived at Upwood end was given duasl instruction in flying the Battl
by F/Lt Nicholls.

26.3.38 APO F.G.Haywood posted to the Squadron until 31 May 1938 for his Reserve Training

from No.8 F.T.S. Montrose.
13/19.4 |Phe Squadron ceased work during this period for the Annual Easter Grant.

8.5.38 About 120 members of the Locel Observer Corps under Msjor Fowler spent the day at

Upwood. They were conducted over the main camp and were shown the Armament section,

camera obscura, workshops, parachute section etc by officers during the morning.

After luncheon in the Officers Mess they took part in a height judging contest of
8 machines at verying eltitudes. The following aircraft visited Upwood end assisted
|the proceedings by taking part in the contest, a Blenhiem and a Hart from Wyton,

Wellesley from Honnington, Harrow from Feltwell, Heyford from Mildenhall and a

Gauntlet from Duxford.
After the contest 5] memberswere given passenger flights in Battles; activities the

|cemsed and they were entertained to tea in the officers mess.

Station Defence Exercises were carried out on these days to test the efficiency of

the Station Defence Scheme against attack either from the air or by industrial
unrest. Air Commodore Blount and his staff and umpires of No.2 Bomber Group were-

present during the activities.
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1.6.38
8.6.38

15/16.6

13;6.31‘.

20.6.38

20.6.38
4.6.38

28/29.6

jne aircraft from the Squadron took part in two massed formation flighte during
‘the day, led by S/Ldr. Hawkings and flying over the following route: Upwood=—
Huntingdon}HenlowJReading-Swindon-Bath-Bristol-C ardiff-eston Super Mare-Frome—
Salisbuzw—ﬁeading—h&aidsnhead—}{ing George Vth Docus=Broxbourne-Huntingdon and back
to Upwood.

Battle K.7613 was flown by P/0 Ellis to West Freugh to be demonstrated to the
public on Empire Air Day.

5/Ldr. Hewkings led 12 Battles in a fly past the French Air Mission who was
isiting Marham during a tour of the Royal Air Force Commands at home.

/Ldr. Donkin and F/Lt Frew from R.A.F. Station Hucknall, were given dual instructi
in hendling the Battle eircraft by F/Lt Nicholls.

nactical exercises with out sircraft were carried out on these dates. The Station
taking part in the activities, Hhe object of the exercises being to test the
pommunications systems.

P/0 Blom and P/0 Herd flew 2 Battles to West Freugh for the sdditional training of
Squadron air gunners end wireless persomnel in air firing.

P/0 James flew & Battle to Hendon for demonstration purpeses for the benefit of a
rommission of ingquiry led by Sir Eingsley Wood.

Phe Battle bombing-up practices commenced.

LFO P.C.D.Eaton posted to the Squadron from No.] F.T.S. Peterborough.

AP0 H.E. Broadsmith posted to the Squadron from No, 7 F.T.S. Peterborough.

Bombing up trials carried out at Upwood by 63 Squadron, The Squadron put up 12
sireraft for the trials. The aircraft were bombed up and armed during darkness and
took off at 0615 and 0630 in two flights of 6 eircraft each, the aircraft carried oy
bombing reids and air firing at North Coates Fitties and returned to land and

rearm at 1000 hrs 29/6/38. The trials were attended by the Air Officer Commanding
io. 2 Bomber Group and his staff, Spectators and umpires from the other groups and
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R.A;F, Station vy eyl commands were also in attendance

UPWOOD, HUNTS. Tactical -exercises were carried out day and night by aircraft from the squadron.
(Fo.2 (B) Group) - - |- The object of these exercises was to exer¢ise No. 2 (B) Group in operations under
war conditions.

14/15.7 Observer Corps Calibration- exercises were carried out on 14/7/38 by aircraft of

the squedron, between 20.00 and 23.30 hours in co-operationwith the observer
COTD" "npe gimilar exercise to have taken place on the 15th were cancelled owing

to bad weather.
18.7.38 Further exercises were carried out by the squedron in co-operation with the

observer corps. P/0's Fowler, Jemes, Ellis and Corbishley were detailed to vésit
certain observer posts in the immediate neighbourhood and report on the exercises.

19.7.38. P/0 Ing-was posted to the Squadron from School of Air Navigation Manston and

| was attached to "B" Flight for duty.

£25.7.38. Purther exercsies in co-operation with the observer corps were carried out by
two flights of three aircraft per flight between 20.00 andg 23.00 hrs, ;

P/0 Herdq assumed dquties of Squadron Adjutant vice P/U Fowler who was granted

leave prior to attachment to Martin Navigation Company, Shoreham for a Short

Bavigation Course (in company with P/U James)

| Observer Corps calibration exercise finally ended with two flights of three

| aircraft flying between 20,00 and. 23,00 hrs,
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Summary of Events.

¥o.4 A.T.S.
WEST FREUGH.

WIGTOWNSHIRE.

8,.8.38
9.8,384
21.8.38.,
24,8.38.

First practices in 4qive bombing in Battle aircraft was carried out by both flights

doing "qumy" dives on the aerodrome.

August Bank Holigay grant started.

August Bank Holiday grant ended.

Home gefence Exercise (1938) commenced. Raids were curtailed to three single
aircraft owing to bad visibility and low cloud which probibited the sending of'f
of formations.

Home adefence Exs. contimued,- raids again curtailed to three single aircraft.
n " " " No raids whatever were sent off as weather conditions

(fog rain etc) made flying imposeible. The exercise were terminated at 15.15
hrs 7.8.38.

The permanent barrack blocks in the new camp were occupied by airmen.

R.A.F. Station Upwood closed down for annual break of 14 days.

F/0 Ironside was posted to be P.A. to C.I.C, Fighter Command at Bentley Priory.
puty was resumed at 09.00 hrs on the termination of the armual break.

P/0 Savage was posted to the Sqdn. from the School of Air Navigation, Manston,
(Ex No.5 F.T.S. Sealand).

Main rail party lef't at 17.15 hours for practice camp at 4 A.T.S., West Freugh,

P/0 Savage i/c:

Air Party of thirteen aircraft left at 14.00 hrs for West Freugh ledq by S/Ldr.
Hawkings.

Armament training was carried out during the period %0.8,38 to B3,9.38. The
following practices were carried out:- High level bombing: High dive bombing,
low level bombing; low dive bombing; Free gun sand grouping and practice on
10' X 10' screens: Free gun Beam and quarter attacks: Fixed (front) gun sand

grouping and practice on 10' X 10' screens and Fixed gun quarter attack. puring
the first fortnight weather was good and allowed a large rumber of H,L.B. exercised
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No.4 A.T.S. to be carrieg out,-alsc H.D.B. and air to air. During the second fortnight

| ! ]
West Freugh. however , weather was poor, especially during the last week, and exercises were |
chiefly confined to "Low dive", "Low level", and air to ground. The Adaily

serviceability was extremely good and permitted a large number of flying hours to

Wigtown.

be put in. Thirteen air gummers under training were taken to practice camp and a1l
| passeq successfully as qualifieq air gummers. 390 Flying hours were put in dquring
this period, 1,150 bombs being aropped, 5627 rounds fired by pilots from front
guns and 28,400 rounds by A/G's from rear guns, - total approximately 29,000

| rounds.
]. HERD. : ) )

6.9.38L - P/0 @mm was recalled to Upwooq to work on Squadron Mobilization Orders.

17_9_3' §/L. Hawkings returned to Upwoog for conferences with the Station Commander.
117,.9.3 P/0 James promoted to M ying Ufficer w,.,e.f. 17.9.38.
‘90-.9.3 ; S/L Hawkings and P/U Herq returred to West Freugh.
| The main rail party (i/e P/0 Savage) returned to Upwood on the conclusion of
|24.9.3
| ' | practice camp, and on the same day an unsuccessful attempt was made by the air

| b L party, - aircraft returned to West Freugh on reaching Wigtown owing to bad weather

| ; | conditions.
126,938, The air party returned to Upwooq at 13,000 £t above biokén eloug via Carlisle and

‘ Liecester.
26.9,38, The rear rail party travelled over night to Upwood (1/c AP/O Eaton).
|BG.9.3?. The Squadron éntered a precautidnary period in case mobilizZation was ordered',

varfous preparations for mobilization being made.

4.10,38, P/0 Blom proceeded to lManston on attachnent for a short navigation course.
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R.A.F, Station
UPWOOD. HUNTS,
(¥o.2 (B) Group)

9,10.38,
10.10.3
21.10.

10.11.38.

15.11.38.)
16.11.38.)

17.11.38.

£l.11 .JB.

=25.11.38,

17.11.;8.

P/0's Martin and Lawson reported to the “quadron from No.4 E & R F.T.S.(Posteq to
the Sqdn. w.e.f. 9.7.858 from No.l1l0 F,T.5,,R,A,F, Ternhill and attached to No.4

E & R F.T.5, Brough for practical navigation course before reporting to the
squadron). P/0 Martin was attached to "A" Flight ang P/O Lawson to "B" Flight.
P/0 Corbishley promoted to flying officer w.e.f. 9.10.38.

Precgutionary period ended and the Squadron returned to normal routine.

The A.0.C, ¥o.2 (B) Group (AVM Maclean,CGB.,DS0.,MC.) carried out an operational
inspect of the squadron and Set various tasks including:- a formation f1y past

of three aircraft, photography, and use of Wyton Regional Control.

Senior Personnel Staff Officer (W/CAr. Caswell) visited the station for his
ammual inspection. The inspection of the Squadron Urderly Room was satisfactory
and no complanits were raised.

A rehearsal took place at Odiham for the visit of H.M. King Carol of Rumania.

S /L Hawkings led a flight of six aircraft carrying out low level bombing attacks
on Ugiham aerodrome.

Eight crews stood by their machines to do a Second rehearsal at Odqiham,

Bad weather prevented take off from Upwood on both dqays.

The eight crews again stood by their aircraft for the visit of H.M. King Carol =g
to Ogiham, but bad weather prevented take off ang 63 (B) Squagrons part in the
programme was cancelled.

The A.0.C. of No.2 (B) Broup (AVM Maclean CB.,DSO.,HG.) attended the annual parade .
83 (B) Squadron was cormanied by F/Lt. Nicholls as S /I Hawkinge was standing by
for the Odiham flight.

P/0 Fowler returned from Navigation Course (w.e.f. 10/11/38 - granted 10 days leave
on completion of course).

P/0 Fowler promoted to Flying Officer w.e.f. 17.11.38.

P/0 J, Ellis was killeq in a flying accident at Bast Tisteq, Nr. Alton, Hants, his
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R.A.F. Station 525.11.33. crew Cpl. Thorogood and AC. Rawlings were injured, AC. Rawlings being placed on the|
UPWOOD. HUNTS, | i S5.1I. list. P/0 Ellis joined the “gdn. on liarch 22nd4 1937 after training at No.7

No.2 (B) Group) F.T.S, Peterborough., He was posted for = conversion course on Twins at Bircham
Newton and then to No.114 (B) Sgdn. Wyton, being posted from Wyton to 63 (B) Sqan.

He was attached to Mesars Air “ervice Training at Hamble in October 1937 for a
Short Navigation course and on his return to this unit was appointeq Sgdn.
navigation officer. The flight on which he was killed was a dawn raid taking off
in the dmek and attacking an objective at dawn. While trying to locate the

flashing beacon at Odiham in bad weather he came down too low and crashed into a

wood on a hill. The machine was completely wrecked, AC, Rawlings being thrown out
on the first impact, and sustaining concussion and abrassions. Cpl Thorogood
remained in the aircraft andg sustained a fractureqd skull, fractured right shin
bone, and fractured right shoulder bladge. P/0 Ellis sustained a fractureg skull
and was killed outright immediately. P/0 Ellis was a very keen officer ang well
liked in the Sqgdn. His loss will be felt for some considerable time.

£28.11.3 F/0 James returned from Short Navigation course (w.,e.f., 10/11/38 - granted 18 days
leave).

9.12.38, P/0 Rogers promoted to Flying Officer w.e.?”, 9,12.38,

10.12.38. P/0 Blom returneq from a Short Navigation Course at lManston.

10.12.38. Under the new establishment of 16 I.E. aircraft and 5 I.R. aircraft per Squadron

I the Squadron proceeded to re-arm with new aireraft fitted with Rolle Royece Merlin I
|

engines in place of Merlin I's. The aircraft themselves still being Battle I's

with all m?ﬁificationa to date incorporated by the Makers.
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R.A.F. Station |10.12.

| UPWOOD. HUNTS.
(¥o.2 (B) Group)

23.12.
|es.12.

The following aircraft were collected by pilois of the Squadron from Messrs
Fairey Aviation Co. Ringsway.

K.9418. K.9419. K.9412,
K.9417. K.9415,

K.9418. K.9414.
The following aircraft were collected from Messrs Austin Lid., and were flown
from Castle Bromwich owing to Longbridge aerodrome being U/S.
L..4955.
1,,4960.
L,4961,
The following aircraft were collected from Fairey Aviation Co. Ringwal.
K.9415. K.9421. ¥.,9423,
K.9420. K.94R2,

1,,4959 was collected from Messrs ‘ustin Ltde
1,..4958, was received from No.52 (B) Saqdn having been collected by them.

The ashes of the late Pilot Officer J. V11is were taken up in an aircraft
by P/O Rogers and were scattered over the merodroms by F/0 Corbishley.
All ranks of the Squadron lined the tarmac to pay their last respecis.

R.A.F. Station Upwoog closed down at 13.00 hrs for Christmas break.

puty was resumed at 08.00 hrs after the Christmas break.
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R.A.F, Station P/0. Herd proceeded to No. 6 A,T,5, Warmwell i/e Advance party on the attachment
Upwood, Hunis. of the unit to that station for Annual Armament Training Camp.

(¥o.2 (B) Group) The Squagron (1éd by S/L. Hawkings) flew down to Warrwell in flights line astern

r (Nine aircraft) and carried out Flight low level bombing before landing at Warmwel]
The main rail party also arrived p.m. on this gay (i/c P/0 Lawson).

Compareq with previous A.T.S, attachments the results aghieved at Warmwell were

No.6 A.T.S.
Warmwell. S dissapointing. The Sgdn. was handicapped in the first place by lack of accommodatid

(porset). . .| for ground persommel, only 76 airmen (ineluging f1ying crews and Senior N.C.0's)
‘| being taken down. This meant that only 9 aircraft could he taken ang no allowances
could be made for unexpected unserviceability: gerviceability, however, was very
‘high, and a8 a result of a high standard of maintenance no trips were misaéd .
from unserviceability of aircraft. Weather conditions quring the period of this
attachment ‘were very adverse, and during the first week no training could be
carried out until p,m. of the friday. During the ramining. two weeks w.'ea‘r.har was
very patchy, but the Squadron was able to carry out Sqdn. long distance and flight
high level bombing. Oné fine days 4ifficulty was experienced by both pilots ang
bomb aimers carrying out high level in seeirig “the targets which were rather small

and tended to gisappear in the "sheen" on the surface of the sea. Front gun astern
attack was tried out for the first time by the Sqdn. but the results were poor,
chiefly que to the fact that the offset corne drogue was co-nplet.aly obscured by

the head of the fore-sight, The following practices were carried out quring the
attachment:-

High dive bombing; high level bombing; High level Sqdn. and flight formation:

High level long distance; low level; and Tlight low level. The following gunnery
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No. 6 A.T.S. practices were also carried outi- Front gun astern attackj free gun "relative"
Warmwell. speed beam attack: and frée gun "under the tail' attack.

(porset) puring the period 250 11} 1b practice bombs were aropped.
8%% rounds fired from front guns.

6089 rounds fired from rear FUns.

50.1.39 P/0 Coventry was posted to the Squadron (w,e,f.28/1/39) fron School of Air
Navigation, Manston, but did not proceed to Warrwell with the Sqdn.

«2.39, The following Battle aircraft were collected from lessra. Fairey Ltd., Stockport,
§.2081: N.2022: N.2023. This completed the Sgdn. up to the establiskment of 16

ﬁl.l.:ﬁg Battle aircraft 1,,4935 was collected from Yartlesham Heath on allotment to the Sad

1.E. and 5 I.R. aircraft.
17.2.39, p.m} The air party returned to Upwood on completion of Armament Training at ¥o.8 A.T.S.
Warmwell.

18.2.39, a.m.| The main rail party (i/c F/O Fowler) returned fron Warmwell to Upwood.
10,2,39: a.m.| The rear (rail) party returned from Warrmell to Upwood (1/c P/0 Herd).

.2.39. The Squadron cormenced practice for "glose Support Bombing Trials" to be held at

r4" Larkhill ranges, Salisbury Plain on 1%th, 14th and 15th larch.

| Four flights of three aircraft per flight were to take part, the flight leaders
being Red, S/L Hawkings: Yellow, F/0 Swainj Blue, F/0 Rogers; and Green,

F/0 Corbishley. Flight dive stick bombing, and low level stick bombing was

practiced at O0t-Moor bombing range whenever possible, speuiai allottments being
given to the Sqdn. As the sticks had to be laid marially by the pilot depressing
the bomb selector switches, the results obtained were very z00d.

P/0's Henderson and MacKenzie were posted to the Squadron (w.e.f. 17.12.38) on
completing a Short Navigation Course at School of Air Navigation, Manston.

Both officers were ex Cranwell. P/0 Henderson was posted to "A" Flight for gquty
and P/0. MacKenzie to "B" Flight. P/0. Swain was promoted to F/0 weeofe 13.1.39.
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R.A.F, Station|13.3.39. The Sgan. proceeded to Boscombe Down for the "Close Support Bombing Trials" at
Upwood. Larkhill. Fourteen machines went down, two being reserve only. The bombing up
(No.2 (B) Group) crews hadq travelled by rail the previous gay (i/c P/0 Eaton).
A rehearsal (without} bombs) was carried out in the afternoon.

14,5,3 The Sgdn. 8tood by for the borbing trials, but weather was unsuitable an{‘; they
were postponed. -

15.3.3¢8 The "Close Support Bombing Trials" were carriedq out. The trials consisted of two
'uortiea, In the first sortie, Red and Yellow flights carried two 500 1b G.F. bombs
(Mk.IV) per aircraft which were gropped in a flight dive. Blue and Green flights
carrieq four 250 1b G.P. bombs (Mk,IV) per aircraft and these also were dropped
in a dive. No's 18 and 57 (B) Sqdans from Upper Heyford (Blenhiems) were also
taking part, and dropped 20 1b and 40 1b bombs from containers. No.58 (F) Sqgdn.
fireq front guns at pole targets. At the end of the first sortie spectators
inspected the damage to the targets. These consistedq of old guns, tanks, Army
lorries, and pole targets to represent troops "qe-bussing", At ths eng of the

target inepection the second sortie was carried out; this had to be done in an
abreviated wa}'.aﬂ weather conditions had deteriorated and it was not considered
safe to have too many formations over Larkhill in the porr visibility prevailing.

Accordingly 63 (B) Sqdn. only, carried out the second sortie. On arrival at the

ranges it was found impossible to carry out qive bombing, and so Red and Yellow
flightstwho were to do this) returned to Boscombe Down without attacking the targeta.

Blue and Green flights, however, who were to carry out Low level were able to

complete their attack. No definite information regarding the amount of Aamage done

to the targets has yet heen transmitted to the Squadron, but it is understoad
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R.A.F, Station from various spectators that the damage was extensive, several direct hits being
Upwood, Bunts. registered.

(No.2 (B) Group) The Squadron returned to Upwood on completion of the Trials.

A new Air Ministry Training Policy was now promulgated. In it, No. 83 Sqdn. in
company with 528 Sqdn. (also at Upwood) were eventually to become non mobilising
training unite. The scheme laid dovn was that a nucleus of the more senior

P/0's and F/0's in the Sqdn. ehould remain as instructors, the other pilots being
posted to operational units and their places taken by batches of Volunteer ReServe
pilots and "Ex-P,T.5." pupils for three or Towr moths at & time. While with the
Sqdn. these pilots would be given instruction and practice in all branches of
service flying, so that on leaving the Sgdn. at the end of their training period
the V.R. pilots could revert their civilian occupations and "Givil School" flying
wedl trained for war: while the "Ex-F,T,S." pupils would be posted to operatonal
units quite ready for immediate operations.

As 683 and 52 Sqdns. formed part of the A.A,S8.F., being attached (in the event of
war) to No. 1 (B) Group pending the equipping of certain units in that Group up to
operational strength; it was necessary for the Sqdn. to remain as a mobilising
unit as well as a training unit until some time in May 1939, when the No,l Group
units woulq be read¥. When this happened the Sqdn. would become a non-mobilising
unit.

AS the new role of the Sgdn. necessitated the maximum rumber of flying hours to
give the "Trainees" as much experience as possible in a short time it was decided
to allott 10 Anson aircraft to the Sqgdn. (4 per flight as I.E. and 1 per flight
as qual and I.R.). At the same time 4 Battles per flight were to be left as 1.E.

and the rest as I.R.

Anson aircraft N.5035, N.5036, and N.5037 were collected from Messrs. A.V. Roe,
VWoodsford.
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R.A.F. Station Owing to the tension in Central Europe the Station was placed undera precautionary
Upwoo4, Hunts | period. Flights and sections made the Battles up to full operational establishmen
5 .

(No.2 (B) Group aircraft numbers and national markings were painted out, and Sgdn. Code letters
subs tituted. ;

I A practice dispersal of aircraft was carried out and the aircraft picketed out

all night. The results of this practice were extremely satisfactory, the aircraft
being transferred to dispersed positions quickly and smoothly despite the bad

| weather and gréund conditions.

gg,s.sig_ Normal 4quty was resumed, but until further notice, one third of the Sqgdn.

3 personnel were to stay on the camp in order to disperse the aircraft within
8ix hours,

Anson N,5070 was collected from Messrs. A,V. Roe Ltd., Woodsford.

Unger the new training schéme, eight V.R. Sgt. Pilots were posted to the Squadron,
Sgts:- Kier, puff, Wood, Halley, laclaren, and McCash were posted from No.ll

E & R, F,T.S, Perth; Sgt. Morrison fronm No,12 E & R, F.T.S5. Prestwick, and

Sgt. Weymouth from No.3 E & R. F.T.5. Hamble.

The standard of flying training reached by these pilots was in all cases good,

an average ‘of 200 hrs solo per pilot having been flown at their Civil Schools,
Ansons W,5071, 5072, B073, 5076 andq 5077 were collected from Woodsford.

Anson N.5103 was collected from Woodsford, this completed the establishment of ten
The A,0.G, No.2 (B) Group (A.V.M. C.T, Haclean, C.B.,D.S5.0.) presented the Squadron
Badge (approvedq by H.lM. the King) to the Squadron on a ceremonial parade in which

the whole station took part. Squadron and Flight photographs were taken outside
the hangar at the conclusion of this parade.
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R.s.F, Station |13.5.3 F/Lt. Nicholls returned from a short navigation course at Air Service Training,

Upwood, Hunts. : Hamble .

(¥o.2 (B) Group)ys, 5,39 Wing Commander P.J.R. King was postedq to command the Squadron vice S/L J.A,
Hawkings, who was reposted temporarily for flying duties pending his appoint.mnt.
| to H.Q. No.2 Group a8 Engineer Officer. H/Cdr King was previously Signals Officer
at Balloon Cormmand Headquarters. This posting is in accordance with a recent
Air. Ministry decision to up-grade the posts of commanding officer of single-
enginedq bomber squadrons Lo VWing Commandger. The Squadron Leader (Flying) is
intendedq to act as Officer i/c Training and as second-in-conmand. Both flights

will remain under the cormand of Flight Lieutenants or Acting Flight Lieutenants i

a8 before.

Squadron Leader J.A. Hawkings 1is posted to H.Q. Wo.2 Group for Engineer Duties.
Flying Officer J.W.5, Fowler again becomes squadron adjutant vice P/0 W.5., Herd
who is attending a short navigation course at lfans ton.

Squadron Leader J.F. Stephens’ is posted from being 0.C. Recruits Sub-depot,
UPWOOD, to become Sgn.Ldr. i/fc Training, 63 Squadron, vice Saqn.Ldr. J.A, HAWKINGS.
A rehearsal for the forthcoming Gas Pefence Exercise is held. The wwenty-one
Battles in the squadron are placed in dispersal points roung the perimeter of the
seroqroms. ‘A "black-out" of all station buildings tales place from 22,00 to
23,30 hours.

General RAYSKI, and two other officers of the Polish Air Force visit R.A,F, Statiol
UPWOOD. They are conducted round 83 Squadron hangars and are shown Aetails of the
BATTILE aircraft, aerodrome ground equipment and other items of interest. A
demonstration of dive-bormbing which had been plammed could not be given owing to
adverse weather.

The Station Gas Defence Exercise is held at UPWOOD. All BATTLE aircraft are
dispersed, communication heing by feild telephone to dispersal points from the
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R.A.F. Station | the squadron operations room. Iwo gas-spray attacks are qelivered by BATTLE
UPWOOD. aircraft from R.A.F. Station COTTESMORE, one on the dispersed a.ircra.ft; the other
(No.2 Group) | on the camp buildings. Of twenty-one dispersed aircraft, one wae fairly heavily
contaminated and two more were lightly contaminated. The remainder were untouched.
The camp buildings were fairly heavily contaninated in places. One aircraft was
decontaminated by means of a "High Pressure Jenny", an American invention which
enables a jet of mixed steam and water to be sSprayed over the outside of the -
anircraft. The apparatus wdrked satisfactorily but is not suitable in its present
form for general use because it requires external supplies of water and "elec';tric:lty

to work it, and it not properly mobile at present. ‘'The Air Officer Commanding-in-

Chief, Bomber Cormand (&£ir Chief Marshal Sir EDGAR LUDLOW-HEWITT) and members of t.hj

5taffs of Bomber Command and Yo.2 Group Headquarters were present Aquring the
™ |
pxercise.

A new Establishment, No. BC/849 dated 1.5.39, is received. This provides for 24

initial equipment plus 8 immediate reserve BATTLE I (MERLIN II) aircraft, organized
in three flying flights and a squadron headquarters. The total personnel in the

squadron is to be eighteen officers ang two hundred and fifty-six other ranks.

bwing to the general shortage of maintenance persommel throughout the Royal Air
Force, instructions are received that the third flights is not to be formed until
Further notice. Instructions are received that ten BATTLE aircraft are to be

transferred to 63 Squadron from 185 Squadron, THORNABY,

The first of two Regional Air Exercises is held. The operational area is the south-

astern quarter of ENGLAND. Owing to the restriction placed on the use of BATTLE

ircraft (eig,ht only to be in gereral use) the Sguadron only operates one formation
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".A.,F, Station of three aircraft per flight. Anson aircraft are not to be used on air exercises,

UPWOOD. "B" Flight carries out one raid in formation of three. The aircraft simulate a
(No.2 Group). friendly formation on the first outward run to a point 60 miles out to sea.

They then turn and attack a set target (or one given alternstive) as enemy raiders
ang return to a point 60 miles out to sea. On their final run to the coast ang
thence to UPWOOD they act a8 friendly aircraft. This is the standard pr‘a.ct.i-ce flor
all formations of bombers in exercises at the present time except that twin-
engined types are allowed to go 100 miles out to Sea.

A" Blight ang "B" Flilght carry out ore raid each.

The second regional air exercise is held. It is similar to the first except that
the ares is now north-eastern quarter of ENGLAND,

One raid by "A" Flight.

One raid each by "A" ang "B* Flights.

About 100 rembers of No.l5 Group of the Oberver Corps, commanded by Mr.E,F.
GRANT-DALTON visit UPWOOD. Tey are given passenger trips in ANSON aircraft

and & BETTLE aircraft is used in commexion with a light-judging competition.
25.7.39. 0015,A fatal accident occurred dquring night flying in which BATTLE K.9412 struck the
mround and caught fire between GAYTON and GREAT MASSINGHAM in NORFOLK. The
following lost their lives:-

564791, Sergeant ALBERT JAMES SHEPHERD - Pilot.
563689, Sergeant AUBREY ALAN JAMES SHERRIFF - Ohserver.

524297, Aircraft 2ng Class WILLIAM MURPHY - Wireless operator /air g

The bogies were collected by R.A.F. Station WEST RAYINHAM and were subsequently
buried undger private arrangements made by the next-of-kin. The aircraft was

engaged on a night cross country flight and was not far off the correct track.
The weather was good and there did not seem to be any reason why the pilot shoulg

come down low, asin fact he did.
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R.A.F. Station |25.7.39.0015. The Court of Inguiry held on 26th July could not determine the cause of the accidemnt.

UPWOOD L/u.e. Phase II of the lajor Home Defence Air Exercises takes place. The role of aircraft]
| | of 63 Squadron is to simulate friendly bombers going out from and returning to

ENGLAND.

|
I ‘ One formation of three aireraft per Tlight is employed. Each formation makes one |

| | sortie per day, giving a total of eight sorties for the squadron during the period;

(¥o.2 Group)

‘18.8.5 .1415.| Air Vice-Marshal C.T. MACLEAN, ¢.B.,D.5,0. Air Officer Commandim No.8 Group,
carries out his annual operational inspection of Wo0.83 Squadron. Eight Battle and

‘ six Anson aircraft are drawn up for inspection with crews standing by. Four air
tasks are set under the orders of the A.0.C. and carried out by squadron crews.
A gemonstration of borbing up two Battle aircraft is given by the Squadron.
Flight Lieutenant T,H,L. NICHOLLS assumes quties of squadron adjutant vice Flying

| opficer J.W.S. FOWLER. This is in accordance with a recent amehdment to
Establishment which up-grades the post of adjutant to flight lieutenant.

| Readiness "a" (gs laiq down in Bomber Cormand War Ordgers) is brought into force.
This means that training continues, but all operable aircraft are to be ready
for operations at twelve hours' notice. Leave 18 permissible, but persormel
on leave are to be recalled at six hours' notice.

| Readiness "' (as laid down in Bomber Cormand War Urders) is brought into force
with the exception that bombs are not to be fuzed. Aircraft ape dispersed round
the serodrome and Tlying is limiied ©o essential tests and practices. Every

effort is to be concentrated on building up aircraft serviceability. All

persomnel are recalled from leawe.
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Place.

Date.

Summary of Events.

R.A.F,.S5Tation

UP'OOD.
(¥o.2 Group).

30,.8,5P,

The

HAH

Full

third flight allowed by establishment BC/849 dated 1.5.39 is formed under the

command of Flying Officer PETER CORBISHLEY. At present the flight eiists only
on paper, but steps are being taken to transfer aircraft and personnel from

and "B" Flights to "C" Flight at the first opportunity.

reasdiness "p" is brought into force.

Gereral mobilization of the Royal Air Force is ordered by Royal Proclamation.

Wing Commariqer, Commanding,

No,. 63. Squadron, R. A.F.

- - B -
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UEWOOD to JSE 1;.

ABINGDOR. I

%ﬁﬂgm
(No.6. Group)

S‘E?tion .

Sﬁmma.\:y of Events.

A state of war is declared to exist between GHEAT BRITAIN and the GERMAN REICH.
A ruling is received from Hesdquerters, No.2. Group, that, since, No.63 Squadron
is a Group Pool Training Squedron, this Operations Record Book is not to be
forwarded to Air Ministry in accordance with K.R. & A.C.I, para 2350 (2)

In accordance with the plan 1aid down in §.D. 107 and S.D. 107, Mobilization
Instructions, Western Flan, the whole of Royasl Air Force Station, UPWOCD, is to
move to, and take over, Royal Air Forde Station, ABINGDON, which is being
evacuated by units forming the Advanced Air Striking Force in FRANCE. No.63
Squadrnn'a aireraft and flying crews go to ABINGDON by air on 7th September; the
ground personnel and equipment are conveyed by road on Bth September. ‘the entire
move is completed by 18.00 hours on the 8th September. On arrival at ABINGDON,
the squadron is transferred from No.z2. Group to No.6. Group.

The squadron is re—organizec to cerry out the duties of Group kool Training
Squadron. The following esteblishment of instructional personnel is laid down in
| Fo.6. Group letter 6BG/S/584 dated Jth September, 1939, es amended by 6 Group
letter 6G/S/584 ddted 18th September, 1939, The personnel filling these posts
are regarded as'screened” and not available for posting. The names of those

originally selected for screening sre given below.

1 Wing Commander. #ing Commander F.J.R. KING.

{ Squedron Leader i/c Training Squadron Leader J.F. STEPHENS .

B absent on temporsa

1 Adjutant Pilot Officer W.S. HERD %t%hat H.Q.im ToUu]
a e moment)

3 Flight Commanders Acting Flight Lieutenant L.V. JAMES.
Acting Flight Lieutenant P .CORBISHLEY

Acting Flight Lieutenant B.J. ROGERS
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Place. Date. ime. Summary of Events.

B..&T.St%tion
(No. .Group) g Captains of Aircraft Flying Officer J.G.¥. SWAIN.

Filot Officer J.E.WATTS.
Filot Officer H.E.BROADSMITH.
PIIOT OFFICER J.C.MARTIN.
Pilot Officer H.G.L.LAWSON.
Filot Officer I.S. HENDERSON.

Pilot Officer C.R. COVENTRYL.
No.561993 Sergesnt W.B. BURDEN. P/Fitt.1

No .565697 Sergeant A. FLETCHER B/F.irm.
6 Quelified Air Observers
No.564733 A/sergeant E,7.NANCARROW Air Obs/Fitt!
No .562836 A/Sergeent G.F.OLIVER Air Obs
No.566287 A/Sergeant C.B.WALTER  Alr 0bs/M.E.L.
No .506658 Corporal R.T.MEDWAY R/Aero (A.G.)
No .523746 L.A.C. W.H., NORLEDGE F/Mech (4.G.)
No.528104 A.C.1. P.F. DUNHAM, F/Rigg (a.c.)
The last three named sbove have been acting es air observers for the past year
and are fully qualified., 6 Qualified Air Gunners Fo. 521604 A.C.1. J.G.Brewster W/op (A.6)
No. 615244 A.C.2. T.Bruckshaw w/0p (4.G)
4 VACANT.
{ Navigation Officer (10 weeks Nanston Course) Pilot Officer K.P.MacKENZIE,
{ Pilot trained as Link Trainer Instructor No.515922 Sergeant L.R.BARR P/E.Asst
A1l the remeining trained flying personnel of 63 Squadron become gvailable for
posting.
The duties of the Squeadron consist in training Pilots, Air Observers and Air
Gunners fresh from Flying Training Schools end Air Gunnery Schools. The training
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tion.
BiheReBSR" —— EEh b
(No.ﬁ. Group) ig to fit them to take there places in operational Battle sgquadrons as

reinforcements become Necessary. The intakes of each class should be ad justed so

that there are 30 of esch on the Station et any given moment. The course of
treining will last six weeks., The detailed syllabus and organization have still to

be worked out.

3th Sept ‘ Squadron Leader R.H.YOUNG is posted to teke over the duties of squadron leader

‘i/c training vice Squadron Leader J.F .STEPHENS who becomes available for posting.

Jth Sept It hes been decided that the two squedrons and the station headquarters shall
move from ABINGDON to BENSON, because the latter serodrome is unsuitable for the

operation of the whitley squadrons to which it had been asllotted. The Whitley
squadrons and their station headquarters take our place at ABINGDON, No.63 Squadro
completes the move from ABINGDON to BENSOF by air end road in one day.

Pilot Officer .S .HERD, having returned from temporary duty with Headgquarters
2 Group, assumes the duties of Squadron Adjutant vice Flight Lieut.T.H.L.NICHOLLS,
and is appointed Acting Flight Lieutenant

tation
(Fo gsi-oup) A provisional training syllsebus from Headquarters No.b. Group is considered and

| the following organization is introduced to brimg it into effect.
All training is to be on a Station basis, and trainees are posted to R.A.F.
Station BENSON, being attached to 52 and 63 Squadrons as required for training.
The syllabus divides broadly into elementary and operational $raining. It is
agreed that No.63.Squadron shall assume responsibility for elementary, and No.52 |

Squadron for operational, training. Every pupil on arrivsl at BENSON shall be

attached to No.éj. Squadron at first for three weeks' elementary training, and

shall then be transferred to Fo.32 Squadron for a further three weeks' operational
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Staunn

(H g Group) 18th S¢

training, making a total of six weeks' training while at BENSON.

The elementary training consists mainley of conversion to the Battle type and
of individusl practices on Battles. Air Observers and Air Gunners will carry out
early practices (navigation and wireless operating) on Anson aireraft in which they
can be under the supervision of an instructor. When reasonably proficient, they wil
earry out further fmdividesl practices in Battle sircraft.

The principle is agreed to, as far as elementary training is concerned, that
st least one member of every crew, FPilot, observer, or air gunner, must be a
screened instructor.

Operational training will be mainly collective, consisting of exercises in
formation. By this time pupils will be fit to operate as crews without having
an instructor with them.

It is further agreed that "C" Flight, 63 Squedron, shall be responsible for
the elementary training of all air gunners. While ab BENSON, the training will be
mainly in wireless operating, including navigation by wireless; but periodically
the flight will go away on detached duty to some aepodrome where air firing

treining can be carried out.

The ground training is done on & station basis under a sguadron leader, chief
ground instructor. Squadron Leader R.H.YOUNE is lent to station headquarters for
Ithia purpose. The post of squadron leader i/c training in 63 Squadron becomes
vacant.

On this day the follawing personnel are under training

Pilots 3

Air Observers 5

fireless Op (Air Crew) 8
"¢" Flight proceeds to SQULRES GATE serodrome, near BLACKPOOL , for air firing
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R.A F Sta‘l‘-ion.
% Group)

(¥o.

training.Henley aircraft belonging to & detached flight of No.l. anti Aircraft

Co-operation Unit act as target and drogue towing aircraft for this work. "c

Flight returns to Benson on 28th Sept.
Four trained wireless operators (air crew) are posted from CRANFIELD to fill
establishment vacancies as screened personnel.
At the end of September the strength of pupils is as follows:-
Pilots 18
Air Observers 4
%/0p (Air Crew) 17
Flying times for Sepfember:»- Day.
Battle 433
Anson 144

Total 577

w:l. ﬂer, Commaming.

Sguadron. R, 4. F.
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R.A.F.Station.
(No.b.Group)

The new establishment for a group pool squadron is recelved. Thie is NO.WAB@
411 dated 1st Sept.1939, and provides for & tptal of 19 officers and 208 other
raiks. The screened personnel are hereby established as given above in the
provisional establishment, with the notable exception that the navigation officer
is omitted from squadron headquarters. The officer filling the post isshowever:
retained pending the issue of an amendment to establishment.

"c" Flight proceeds to WESTON ZOYLAND aerodrome for air firing training and
returns on 16th October.

The establishment of sircraft for a group pool sgquadron equipped with BATTLE
gnd ANSON aircraft is stated to be:-

BATTLE 18 I.E. plus 6 I.R.
480N 6 I.E, plus 2 I.R. (vide 6 Group letter 6c/5.770
deted 26.10.39.)

" L]
c
Flight proceeds to WESTON ZOYLAND aerodrome for air firing training and
returns on 6th November.
Filot Officer S.E.Rowley (R.AF, V.R.) ds posted to the squadron for treining in

the duties of squadron adjutent.
Monthly summary. Pilots. Air Observer w/0p (Air Crew)
Pupils under training 31/10/39 13 2 28
Intake during October 13 26 25
Trained output during October 18 18 11
Wastage during Cctober - = 3 reverted to g

round dukies

—
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Place.

Summary of Events.

H.l.FéNS tation
(ﬂu %N aroup)

Flying times for October
Battle 643
Anson 173
Total 816

Wing Commander, Commanding,
No.63. Squadron. R. 4. F.
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y 10.20

| BARVELL,thepilot end sole occupant, was ¥illed instantly when his aireraft struck |

| pilot hed previously been engaged on formation practice and had lost sight of his

| near the aerodrome and was over the CHILTERNS where the clouds were practically

| WARMWELL. Representatives of the iir Officer Commending 6 Group, of the Officer
| Ccommanding R.a.F. Station, BENSON, end of the Officer Commanding 63 Squadron

’_Bmson on 26th November.

References
to
Appendices.

A fatal accident occurred to Battle I .2274, belonging to "B" Flight, at
CHECKENDON. a little village in the Chiltern HILLS. Pilot Officer GEORGE FRANCIS |

a clump of trees on emerging from very low cloud. Fire did not break out. The

leader whilst descending through cloud. He appears to have gone above the cloud
again and then to have descended through a gap when he thought he was somewhere

on the ground. The other pilot in the same formation also lost his leader at the
seme moment and acted in a similar manner to BARVELL. He was more fortunate,
however and although he crashed in a field about & mile from where BARVELL was
killed, he sustained minor injuries only.

The late Pilot Officer G.F.A. BARWELL wes buried at BOURNEMOUTH. He was
given a service funeral, the funersl party being supplied by R.A.F. Station

attended the ceremony.
"e" Flight proceeds %o FESTON ZOYLAND for air firing training and returns to

Monthly summary. FPilots. AiT Observers w/op (air Crew)
Pilots under training 30/11/39 23 1" 8
Intake during November 22 13 6

Trained output 11 14 26
i astage 1 (killed)
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Place.

Summary of Events.

R.A.F. Station.
(No.6. Group)

Flying times for November Day. Night.
Battle 515 14

Anson 84 -

Total 599

'.‘Iingaiﬂmmer, Commanding,
0.6

No.b3. Squadron. R, A.F,
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(No.6. Group) Anson N.5073 took off from BENSON at 09.30 hours end failed to return. The

| following persons were on board:~ Filot 0fficer CHARLES ROBEY COVENTHRY (pilo¥ and captain)
Pilot Officer ANGUS CAMERON (pupil pilot)

581212 Sergt A.G. GIBSON (pupil observer)

543996 4.C.2. H.O.GORMLAY s (pupil air gunners)

619734 A.C.2. J.C.BUCKLAND

The pilot was detailed to carry out a navigational training flight from
BENSOF to BUDE, in COBNWALL, thence to a point about 50 miles out to sea and back
to meke & landfall at TREVOSE HEAD, finelly returning to BENSON. The weather was
expected to be bad at the coast and the pilot was told to turn back if he ran into
bad weether. Another pilot in a different Anson, engaged on the same duty, did
actually turn back when he reacBed BUDE and reported that the clouds were right
down on the Bea. It is probable thet Pilot Officer COVENTRY attempted to go out
to sea and then lost control esnd dived into the water. He may have encountered
severe icing conditions..

In case the missing Anson may heve crashed on & lonely hillside and not at
sea, & search of BODMIN MJOR, DARTMDOR end EXMOOR is carried out. Six Ansons take
part but no trace of the missing Anson is found.

A police report states that two pieces of wood have been washed up near
BOSCASTLE, one piece besring the marks "AVRO L.D. 844. Jth March, 1939"

A further report states that another piece of wood has been washed up
about 14 miles South of BUDE, bearing the marks “AVRO - W/T, R3/LW 652A. T2 SCF
22250"

It is reported by R.A.F. Station, St EVAL, CORNVALL, that a rubber dinghy
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Summary of Events.

R.A.F. Station

(RS sup)

end three small portions of an Anson fuselage have be-n wsshed up near BOSCASTLE
but that there is no positive jdentification of the aircraft to which they
belonged.

R.A.F. Station, BENSON, closed for Christmas leave from after duty on 22nd
December until midnight 27th December. 75 % only of personnel were allowed to go
eway, the remaining 25k being required for guards end station duties. Those
remaining at BENSON ere to have five days lesve from after duty 29th December
until midnight 3rd January, 1940. To enable this leave to be takeh, the normal
leave arrangements were suspended for a fortnight. Ifiomally the leave
arrangements are that the squadron works seven days a veek, but each flight has

one day off per week plus two extra days off every six weeks. Thus, once every
six weeks each flight has three consecutive days off, Saturday, Sunday, konday .
The advantage of this scheme over that of closing the whole squadron on the same

day once & week is that better use can be made of the weather. If the squadrons
day off happened to be a fine day, there would be & great loss of flying time

which could not be tolerated in the winter months.
The weather for the past month had been very bad, and in conseguence the
flying hours for the squadron for December are below average. The aerodrome has

been very wet and muddy, and extensive drainage operations are in progress. Until
these are finished it is not pocsible to do any night flying.

After nearly three months of pool training work, it is possible to comment
on the standard of pupil received and as turned out. In general, the standard of
training reached by pupils before they arrive is moderately satisfactory but the
following criticisms are recorded:—

Pilots. Should be given more training in operational flying at Tlying traini

schools. They should have had more practice in formation flying, and also should
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R.A.B.Station.

BEN%ON. i

(Xo. .Group) | have been taught the flying technigque for bombing and photographic tasks.
Observers. Their training in D.R. navigation is weak. Not only are their

ealeulations often inaccurate, but they do not rely enough on their instruments,
They are unable to use any but the quarter inch map reliably.

Air Qunners. )ogt of them have had practically no experience in W/T operating
in the air. Consequently much time has to be spent in teaching them elementary '
air operating to the detriment of more advenced training.

. The pupile, when they leave 63 Squadron to go to 52 Squadron, have done
elementary service training only, and it is difficult to assess the standard reache
Every effort is made to bring them to a high standardy but bed weather prevents

gome of the training from being done. Very little high-level bombing and no night

flying have been possible recently. The Air Officer Commsnding 6 Group has

recently ruled that the courses shall be extended from six weeks t@ nine weeks in
the winter months, because of the difficully of training pupils in bad weather.
|Although it is undesirable to become self-satdsfied, it is feir to say that pupils

‘who have been with the squadron for these few weeks of training pass on 1o the next
Ista.ge with a reasonably good grounding in the duties of a medium bomber pilot, as
far as individual training can take them. Nothing is spared in the way of guidance
and supervision, and the screened instructionel personnel deserve full credit for
|the results schieved by their months of hard and concientious work.

Monthly summary.

; Pilots. AiT Observers. W/op (4ir Crew)
Pupils under training 31/12/39 15 10 3

Inteke during December 11 1 1
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Place.

Summary of Events.

R Station
(¥o.b. Group)

Monthly summary.

Pilots. Air Observers
Trained output during December 18 10
Wastage 1 2
Flying times for December Day. Night.
Battle 439 Wil

Anson 100

Ww/p (Air Crew)

539

Cﬂder, Commanding,

-‘.-‘:':i.ng
No.63. Squadron. R. A, F.
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R.A.F. Station, :: Air Commodore W.F. lMacNEECE FOSTER, C.B.,C.B.E.,D.S.0.,D.F.C. Air Officer :
BENSON. Commending No. 6 Group, visits the Squadron and interviews all pilots under |

(No. 6 Group)s instruction. |His intention is to observe the type of pupil now under training
| and to find out how they are progressing.

Tn sccordance with a letter reference 6G/5.778 dated 22nd December, 1939, from

Headquarters 6 Group, & modified training policy is brought into force at R.A.F.

Station, BENSON. Hitherto, pupils heve been attached to 63 Squadron for

training immedistely pn arrival, and have begun flying and ground training

concurrently. The disadvantage of this system has been that pupils have been

arriving in two's and three's, so thet it has not been possible to form them into

definite courses. In future, all pupils arriving will enter an "Intake Fool"
and will concentrate in the first instence on ground training. BSgqueds will be

withdrawn from the intake pool at regular intervals to form courses for flying

. instruction.

; : BAYS
j31.1‘4c = The weather during January has been exceptionally bad, and on many, flying has

‘ | been impossible. By taking full adventsge of the good days, however, the total

of flying hours has been brought higher than last month. A great many aircraft
have become unserviceable owing to damaged tail wheels. While the aerodrome was
wet during November and December, the surface became very badly rutted. When the
frost came in January, the ruts froze solid and caused the tails of BATTLE
aireraft to bump bedly whilst taxying. Two sircraft sustained serious demage

to the rear portion of the fuselege and will have to be repaired by Contractors.
ANSON gircraft have not suffered in this way.
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Place. ime. Summary of Events.

R.A.F. Stati -
Station Monthly Summary. Pilots. Air Observers. W.0p(Air Crew).
EENSON. Pupils under training 14. 8. 3.
(No. 6 Group). 31.1.40,
Inteke during Jenuary. 9. 10. Nil.
Trained output during January. 10. 12. Wil.
Wastage ' Nil.
Flying times for January. Day. Total.
Battle. 628.35.
Anson, 98.40.
757.15.

oy 2

Wing Commander, Commanding,
No. 63. Sguadron, R. A. F.
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B.A.F. Station. A new scheme for leave is introduced at R.A.F. Station, BENSON. It has been found that the

BENSON. system whereby flights have days off at different times does not work vsry well in practices

(No. 6 Group) was found that the three-dsy periods of lsave to sach flight every six weeks interfered with
efficient working. Since one group of persomnel had a day off every othar day, it wae seldom

possible to get everyons togethsr for a conference or for ths purpose of issuing orders. It hae fow
been decided thst the whole Station shall work on a six-dsy week baais, ard in sddition, shall have
one weeik-snd lsave period e month from after duty on Friday until midnight Sunday. This system
of closing down by sguadrons instead of by flights snables the commsandirg officer and orderly

| Toom staff to have time off without the difficulty of having part of the squadron working wiils

the hsadquarters is closed.

iB‘bh Feba : Flying Officer (Acting Flight Lieutenant) W.S. HERD relinquished the duties of squadron adjutant

! on posting to No. 16 Flying Training School, LOSSIEMOUTH, for flyirg and ravigation duties.
' Pilot Officer G.¥. WARD assumee the duties of squadror adjutant in his stead.

|23rd Peb Wing Commander W.L. PAYNE &rrives at £3 Sguadron, superrumerary pending taking over command.
|26th Pel Wing Commander W.L. PAYNE assumes command of &3 Squadron vice Wing Commander P.J.R. KING who is

posted to No. 2f (Signals) Group, on formation.

Monthly Summary. Pilots. Air Observers. Wireless Ops (4.G.)
Pupils under training 29.2.40. 19. 11. e
Intake during February. 10. 9 Nil.

Trained output during Pebruary. Be 6. Nils
Wastage. Nil. Mil.
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Summary of Events.

R.A.F. Station. Flying times for February. * Day. Total.
BERSON. * Battlé. T 183.30 ' 200.45

(No. & Group) 2 Anson. - - ’ 41450 . 50.20.
231420 s 261.05

.

Mumber of days fit for flying by instructors 3, by pupile sk
and unserviceability of aerodrome.

W.

#ing Commander, Commanding,
Nos 53« Sguadron, H. A. F.
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of (Unit or Formation)

Summary of Events.

| A detachment, commanded by F/Lt. P. Corbishley, with 2 officers, 1 F/Sgt.,

‘ % Sgt., 5 Cpls. and 29 airmen, left for Penrhos to carry out gunnery training,
| with 6 Battle and 1 Anson aircraft.

| No other outstending events have occurred during the month.

Monthly summary. Pilots. Air Observers. W/Ops. (A.G.)
Pupils under training 31.3.40 17 11 11
| Intake during HMarch. 9 10 10

Trained output during Merch. 11 10
Wastage .

Flying times for March. Day. Night.
| Battle. 709.50 33.05
Anson. 192.05 12,15
' 901.55 45.20

Yumber of days fit for flying by instructors 18 - by pupils 186.
1

P o

Wine Commander, Commanding,
8% " Sguadron, R,A.F;
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References

i Summary of Events to
Face s Appendices

' 11942.

Gatwick. iJuna 15 No. 63 Sguadron formwed as an offshoot of 239 3quadron at GATWICE. s/Ldr. GRAY,

! F/Lt. FLEIING (259 Squadron), P/0. SANDERS (241 Squadron), B/0ts THIRTLE,

i. BLACKSIAWZ ALSTON, CIBSIN (241 Squadron), ¥/0 COOK, F/0 BONNIFACE (239 Squadron),
i /0 COOPER (4 Squadron) posted to the Squadron.

7/0. BONNIFACE on Beach Course at IIVERARY.

P/0O. HUBBLE§ WATSON and JOTES posted from 41 OeTelUs & lustang aircraft arrived
from 414 Sgquadrons

Visit of AeOeCs in Ce - Air liarshal 3ir Arthur Barrett to GATWICK. Demonstration
of serobatics by F/Lt. FLEIING and F/Oe COOK., This was 63 Sguadron's first flying
Nothing to report.

F/0. BONNIFACE returned from Beach Course at TIVERARYe W/Cmdr, TeK, LACEY (36 Wing
posted to 63 Squadron for C.0. duties. 3 :
Squadron commenced flying training. Two tmstang aircraft arrived from 26 Squadrons
F/0O. COOPER reported to this Unit from 4 Squadron after leavee. P/0. JONES reported
from 41 0.T.U. after leave. ;

5/Ldr. GRAY proceeded to CATTERICKe, the parent Statlon of the Squadron by 2irs,
interviewed W/Cmdr. EELS, the Statlon Commanders, and arranged accomodation for
the Sgquadrones

5/Ldr. GRAY reburned to GATWICK. - -
W/Cmdr. LACEY arrived by air Ifrom 56 Wiing and visited the Squadron for the daye

Flying Tralninge.
Flying Training. Pilots carried out Dally Inspections of aireralt under
instruction.

Contimued overleaf..
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Summary of Events to
) Appendices

o e i e |

d to CATTERICK to recelve equipment and intake

Adjutant and orderly Room proceede

| of personnels Flying training carried oube
quadron, liajor Whittinghsm, GeSeOe II arrijed.

|
No. 19 AsL. Section allotted to No. 65 5
| Flying Traininge
|F15ring Treining. Arrival of Capt SAUNDEES GeSeOs I of 19 A.Le Sections

|
L ' ‘ R0t o

Squadron Leader, for Wing Commender,
QQmmanains_ﬁeaﬁé,ﬁQuaaxgn._3a-a..E._
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JULY

Summary of Events

References

to
Appendices

Flying Training,

TIEAU posied to lio. 19 A.L. Sectign.

Flying Training.
/T CODR, B/Qs BLAC

..F/L. BOIMIFACE progeeded to CATTERICH: o relieve the Adjutant, P/0, SMDIRS,

G, proceeded to YORM o collect lustang Alreraft

absent on 48 hours

conpa aisnate. leave

B/0s. THIRTLE. and. GIEHLL. £1om

0.

Six Yustangs. flevm. back from TIRY.

o k9 CATTERTC

A further four Mustangs were flown from SPIERE

tructions. ...

A" Flight moved fo CATTIRICK by

'R! Flight moved.to. CATIGRIGHE hy.

__Advenced elements of the Squadron moved DY rail to CATVURICA in accordance

.5/ La.GRAY proceeded. to. GALNIRTGE by road. B/L.. SOGITACE. in charge of rear party ab GATHICH. | | e f-

33 . Wing

Yove. of Souadron. from. GATWICH.. Lo

WIS,

CATTRICKH coxmleteda.. . 0. G Ha

informed.... Wing...

| of the Squadron on, arrival. LI0m. 38 TR . i i o

s !'Learning the connbr ' and. navigation. carried ot NESIE BFHING i s

Station Commander, Wing Qommands

. EBE

weather conditions.

155, lectured all pilots.on local.flying. regulations.and

Fotpren glim

AIR

27 /58?
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HOSWORTHY, CoBa, DiSs0s, liaCe

A1 available personnel, whieh includ

other ranks of the Sguadron attendr;ﬁi & Tirst claass denonstration of tactlcs, discipline, weapons

and unarmed combat by a squad of {ua R. Ae¥. Regiment.

on a visit from Air lHnistry fo dismss Allison engines problems. liany problems were submiftted

and it is to be hoped that the answers will soon be received.

Offiger's Parade

Flying training - Pilots flew round Corps Area, pin-pointing the various Headquarters.

Visit by Officer Commanding 33 Wing, Group Captain COUFPZH.

1, comanding CATTERICI: AREA.

Flyiug training - Recces. of Corps Area.

Flying training in morning. Bad weather programme in afternoon. Training films; Hunt range

and Link practice.

¥/L. ROBER arrived on visit from Army Co-operation Commend.

Fl'y:.p;_;trulmn,gnm‘jutmtumted Teadouarters 33 Wing.

Weely training conference. Bad weather prograwie in force.

_.8/L. DOW from, A;rny Co-operation Command and two represem.atives f“cn Allison engines visited

the Soquadron.  Various problems on the use of controls and the engine itself were discussed wilth

all pilots.

visited Uajor General BULLN - SKITH, Comrnanding

15 (E) Division to discuss air co-operation for exercise 'CONTACT'. A ground reconmaissance

was made of the Battle Avea by the Divisicna_‘l Commander and the Commanding Officer at 17.30 hours
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Summary of Events to
Appendices

Plying training. Recce of Corps Batile Area by all pilots.

Armament Staff 0fficer of Army Co-operation Comand and S/L. LAG,

Headouarters 33 Wing.

‘15(8} Division Exercise 'COITACT!. ZThis congis
from an arvea WHEST of DRURUDGE BAY to a concentrabion area SOUTH of B,JL...DIG—, a3 (U}O} The air

objects wers (a) To practice pilots in pin-pointing and recognition of troops, A.F.Us,

_ransport and artillery.

(b)..To practice troeps.on the avch in taking sction against air fo ground atbacha s

(c) To report on the dispersal of troops and the intervels.in fransport columns

and (a) To provide fighter air.support in conjunction with part of Nos9 Ad.S.C.

Owing to the lack of pment, no R/T ves used., Sixteen sortles VSre despatched |

__experience Wes obtained by all pilste. A pilot from los & Sousdron took sogie, eXeellent. . i

_cbligue photographs. A swmiary of pilets' reports with comments on canoullage, use of cover

and trenmort intervals is bein,ﬁ aent to -Ie?duuarters 1; (F“) Pivision.

ALL pilots attenied a lecture in the Information Roan by an Officer frof CRS b L.

Exercise 'COTTACT'. .. The BErigade vms.erdered.te. attack the eneny.on. the high.
DODD end WHTTBCLEUGH GRAGS and the Squadron was emnloyed as air supporbs

supplied thi tentacle at Brigade ! *dcu._rterx and the rear link., sages Were sent diree

__@s there was no control to filter.  Two tarpets were _engaged each by f‘our___.?.__jl.;cmf‘t viorking in

pairs. In sdditicn, two reconnaissange sor

into an anti-panzer positiom. Live acourition was used by both battall ons_and.a_ troop.of.. ...
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Summary of Events

6" Howtoers.. Surlig.the. atiaes.. ... It.4.5. hoped. that. the airceafh will be shle.to.fire thefr....
guns on subsgquent excrcise$. : '

/g

"'!t e

Wing. G .. Coornand ing
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AUGUST Summary of Events 1942 to
Appendices

Fog and ground training in the morning, flying treining in the afternoon, S/L. GRAY, F/L. COK
and Captain SaUIﬂ:ERS [A.L.O.) detached for duties as umpires on G.H.Q. BExercise 'DRYSHOD'

Fog in the moming and local limited fly:ng in 't.he sftemum.

Flying Training. P/0. HANSON poated to No. 26 Squadron. Major MARSHALL {S.L O.} and four pilots
attached to 656 Med. Rgt. B‘..l«. for Artdlsry Pracuoa Camp at REDESDALE for two days.

Flying training. Two pilots carried out four live shoots with 65 Med Regt. The I.G. criticised
after sach shoot. All were proncunced satisfactory with the exception of ons over-correction

o the third shoot.

Two pilote carried out two 1ive ahoots each with 65 l!ed. Regt. The first shoot of each pilot

Both aecond ahaota were sansfactory Fomatmn .El;rmg was carr:.sd out in the afterncon.

§/L. LANG, H.Q. 33 Wing ua:.t.ed the Squadrcn. The S.u.C. and pilcts returned from REIESDALE. [
|

Flying training. anse Bumlua a_u'craft. deluered Lo Speke.

Flying training. C.0. visited Command 9 Corps to discuss the air plan for Exercise ‘GOOGLI'

Two surplus aircraft flowm to SPEEE in the morning and ground training in the afternccn when the..

weather ?I]_:_;_)_aed down. Major Ha,ﬁsw_g___pmceadad to HARROW to attend an Inteiligence Course.

_Plying training in the morning. 5/L. GRAY and F/L. COGK returnsd from Exercise 'DRYSHCD' . [

No flying in the morning owing to.had.westhers. irerod F17108 10 Mo A

Flying training
Gmnnnding QOfficer visitea Na. 4 Squadren by sir and diswased S:.,gnals watters with F/L HAWKINS

Three p:llot.a carried out two l:wa shoots sach with 163 Fi e1d Regt., The first shcoi of each
ot bt was unsatisfactory ow:..ng to under c,orrect.mg and pocr ﬂying tactics 1 The second shoots

were all successful- Four pilots observed from the O.F.
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Summary of Events

Flying Training.

Flying training
IFlying training
Flying treining
1-5;/1.. FLEMING proceeded to LARKHELL by sir for an ARTILLERY RuCONNAISSANCE COURSZ. Flying Training

Exercise 'GOOGLY' commenced. This was an Army Signals Exercise. No. 9 Corps, consisting of

15 Division and No. 42 Armcured Division were concentrated in the DARLINGTCN, STCCKTCN area.

Their cbjective was the LEEDS, BRADFCRED industrial area. No trocps, other than Headquarters

and Signals personnel MEXE were used on the Exercise, consequently there was very little to be

seen from the air. Ag the time of briefing, pilcts were told what they should see and therefore

practice.

THERNABY used as an advanced landing ground. Three sorties were despatched.

Exercise 'GOOGLY' A total of ten sorties were sent out.

The advanced landing ground now located st CATTERICK.
Exercise 'GOOGLY' A total of 14 sorties despatchec

Commanding Officer and S/L. GRAY visited Corps Headquarters.

Exercise 'GOOGLY' ended.

Flying training.

Flying training. F/L. FLEMING returned from Artillery/R, Course. -

Non-flying weather.

5/L. R. GRAY assumed co d of the Squadron vice #ing C der T.K, LACEY, absent on leave.
..?/0' COCEER attached to No. 9 Corps for four days.

Ccmmandlng Officer's Parade. Ground training

bad weather. Ground training.

Sxercise 'LIVEREQOL' .. Ne fiying.9n Sccount of
Visit by Brigadier MACMILLAN B,G.S. 9 Corps. Exercise 'GOOGLY 'di d
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Summary of Events

Exercise 'LIVERPOOL' Flying cancelled owing to bad weather. Ground training

P/0. GIBBIN & FP/O. BLACESHAW attached to R.A.F. Church Stanton pending posting to 154 Squadron

. Mustang (unmcdified) . .which was

Non-flying weather

Non=flying weather

Flying training.
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SR TEMESR Summary of Events to
Appendices

Flying. treining, widah ipncluded.sir.to..sas firing practica. end.night. £lying.
mt"ﬂmhs“bﬁ'mﬁﬂn“"l Pl WORTHY, C.B., D.S.0., M.C., 9 Sorps Commender

y

ing < mmmﬂrTKthrﬁtmﬁd&mmi \d resumed command of the

_Squadron vics 5
4 Reataiog mﬂ'fmﬂd “'“tﬂsr-...._..__....._.._..

E‘l;ring e.ining uomms-nuins Officer a‘.‘d 4.L.0. attended 1(CASTLE giva

110t sttended 15 Division Model Exorcles

took pert in farodroms '.‘lafenc: i i1 Ho0R. Slro;{elpuffs to represant

ad from a }.last.er and ‘t.m.s was mllowsu 'bj ,.uat_ngs
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Flyine treining
Flying training. Coumanding Officer visitsd the Army Jo-operation Comman. Headqueriers.

Flying training. P/0s JONGS, WATSON atteched to 9th Armoursd Division for four days. ?/0 LOWEY

posted to the Squadron from No. 41 0.T.U.

Flying treiming.  Sgua.ron Lsader R. GRAY procesdsd to LARKHILL by air for a three day
Artillsry Reconnaissance Course. F/0 IMMES posted to tas S uadron from R.A.r. DONCASTER for

Signals Dutiss vice P/0. GAZ'00D posted to R.A.F. DONCASTER.
Flying treining

Flying training

Flying treining. Squudron Leadsr R. GRAY returnsd from LARKHILL.

Flying treining. P/0s JONES and JATSON returned rrom 9 Armourad Division.

Flying treining

Flying training

9 Corpe Signsls Exercise LONGHOZ. No. 19 A.L. Section and ths Squadron Signals Ssction took
pert. NNo airereft flew with the exception of oms photographéic sottie which photographed bridges
for the C.BE. Verticals were required but ss no Tomshawk was available 'near' verticels were

teken from a Mustang. 'Iheaewerenfvaluatodetemﬁ.naﬂmstructuraoffhabridgasandto

__show likely places for building new bridges, but accurate measurements of the width of rivers |

_ Fxercise "Longhop". The squsdron opsrated in theory from H.A.F. OUSTON. R./T. Tenders were

sent.to. 15.Div..and OUSTON.. . A third . tender represented. the siroraft. Bne £requency ONLY WS . | ...
allotted and this had to be used for passing situstion reports and orders for sorties between

corps and aerodroms as well as for working aircraft. This proved most unsatisfactory for the

following. reasons.:= .
1. Tt is essentisl that ground operators are of & high state of efficiency and

meintadn strict RB/T disciplins.
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Wnen the asrodroms is wiﬂun i5 miles of Corpa the signal strangth betwesn

_the two will probably be B5. 4n sireraft trensmitting from a itistence of 30

to 50 miles will in &ll probebility not be picked up by the tenders if they

mturnaratalkiﬂg

Pilots should not be expected %o wait for the end of & ground transmission

- their mssssges or to have io repeat their messages several

times. This happaned on several occasions during t;}?_lmmiaa.

nce of Squadron Commsnders at H.Q. 33 ¥ing.

Eeferen i
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QCTOBER Summary of Events to
dg42. Appendices

L:x. 'LONGHOP' ended 2000 hrs. A.L.Section end Signal Sectien wsturned te Unmit. Cemments en
y were submitted in form 540 fer September.

ses en the ground with treeps mdtnnka.

employed in Alr Suppert FEole in 11 Tank Bde. exsrcise. S/LDR. GRAY was killed in a

| flying eccident whilst taking party  Ne.19 A.L.Section end Maintenance party meve by read te .. .
.A.F. AYR for Artillery Sheets. F/Lt.FLEMING, P/Os. PEAKE and WATSON preceeded by air but had

" lte return ewing to bad weather.

umd the A.L. Sectiol xfut.urm_d to Unit lnt..aﬁ.amm

11 Tank Bde. was repested successfUllys . ...

Sk 11 military bemours in the cemetry CATTERICK.VAllages......
P/0. GORTON u-riwd on posting frem 41 0.T.U.

Four Artillery Shoots were carried eut s fully at BAYSDALE,
Two pilots cerried out live shoots at BAYSDALE,
| P/0. ORMEROD. _preceeded to Anti-Gas Course at ROLLESTONH,

| A party of spprox. 3 Officers sad 30 ta_from the A.T.i. st BISHOP. AUCKLAND, wers show:..reund....-
the Squadron and glven air experience in the Waster and the loth,

| B/Lt, Cook snd twe pilots flew to R.A.F. DUMFRIES te carry out live sheots with 5 Corps, dsA...

ded by Cer.

v A.0,C.=~in-Cs. Conference ta be held en 13 Ockeber,l9fe

1'/0. RAY pnat-d f‘m 231 Sqund.ron

| B/Q. . UATSON.crahed - st R:A: Fi POLLERTON 6r
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d GORTON detached to 635 MeH, Regts. Rde.fox. affiliation for. feur.dsys

Lecture given te whole squadren el 'SECURITY'. Two films on the subject were alse shown.

#ur live shoets cerried out with 123 0.C.T.U. on STAINTON MOOR.

Middle East' to all Pilots and such msintenance crews of the sguadron as wers availsble. Pllots

Seven Officers sttended a D.C.M. under Instruction. P/O.HUBELE (Gas Officer) teek the Squadren .

mnti Gas Squads to visit the Gas Pectory at BOWES.

G.0. and P/li. FLEMING flew to DUXFORD on sttachment A.F.D.U.

Wight snd dusk £iying. by. <2 alreraft..

G/Capt. DONKIN 0.C., 33 Wing visited the Sq

EAC. HOLDEN killed in accident to Clarks Traster.

Gatterick Area Exercise TRYQUT. No Mustang a/c_svailsble . One Sorile.was. flown.in the Master.......

which pilot demaged during course of dropping a messege.

ghven to_sirerews. by Majer MARSHALL, AsL.Ou.........

P/0. WILCOCK detached to R.A.7.Station, YORK for Defence Cpurse.

P/0s. PEMKE, W§RAY end WAKELING visited 10?%3#p0ﬁmthudmwtmka .and fired gums

B/0. ALSSON, Sgts. OOX & NIELD visited 111 Bde. R.A.C. for a similar purpose.

A demonstration was arranged for B ssnior Officers frem 11 Tk. W-M#imluﬂaﬂ,ﬂplmthim

of the Mustang, bresdcast of a Tac/R., serobatics and a step butt test.

The Commanding Officer lectursd to pilots on 'Fighting ‘Ta.ctica.' This lecturs was fellewed by

ens on Flash Spotting' and 'Sound Rangeing' by Mejer CROMPTON.

Commending Officer's cenfersnce at which srrangements fer the forthceming move to Practice Camp
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wes discussed, also for a repetition ef the dememetration of the 29th to Cedets en Sunday,

taken of Battls Scheol Exercise at BARNARD CASTLE.

. Janol,

!l
Wing Cen der, Commending,

63 Squadren, R.A.F,Station,

CATTERICE B

ETTE TGRS
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A successiul demonstration was cerried out for the banatit of 40 cadets from. the Signala...

i 0.C.T.U. at Catterick Camp. This domonstration included the Lollowing:— explsnation and

| oxamination of the Mustens I; broadcast of a low mission Tac/R by 7/L. COOK; demonstration ol

Weather detariurntgg__ggon after end further flying was cancellsd,

..Fog prohibifed soy. flying. _Tha pilots were glven a lsoturs by. B/h. FLEMING.on the air=2irin
_ |procedurs for LILSTOGK CAME.

| A £ilm was siown in ths ectarnoon entltlad "B/0 Welwyn gets & .H!.@.t.%_.e.;.l:!.!.Em;li‘-..f'...nﬁing._.tha....ahnr..._n;t.._.._.._...

PB/0. Pruns's'pranzing! expleits prier.ia _bis. destroying. an. anemy. airersft.... Tha. pilots were. . ...

jmpressed with the. thems, but not with its pressntation. ...
The Road Party wider the comuand of B/0. HUBBLE left Cettecics for NRSTON.ZOYLAND...Tha.

_remaindez of ths Squadron packed and preparsd for Prectics Jemp. ..
Reil Party under the commend of #/L. BONNIFAJ t £or WESTON. ZOYLAND .. ..ot bt s

. Station Selvazs Drive teo waica tha Squairon. sontributed adsguataly. ...

Tha &1 r._rmy_.._mﬂs:..ﬁn._.m..ot..s,a_..._. WALFORD. procesded. m“ﬂﬁTﬂNZﬁ!ﬂﬂDmﬂuﬂM
without incident. In the aftsrnoon ths machinss Jars praparad for ths followinz dar's siz fixinge.l ...

Billets werse allottad.

A fine day which enabled the Sguadron to carry out 32 #ir Frins Sorties.  SceTes ¥ars,.on

the whole, good end stoppases Lew. . Onlr iz Mng .30 zuns wers fired. and. some tronble. was...

enmmtered dus to Caulty rounds.

Mt Firing all day. 33 Sorties...
#11 dey air to sir firing. 32 sorties complated without reduction in ssrviceability which

remained at 10 out of 10. L.ommnnc’xinb Officer widited ..or_gmund Head juartsrs.

PUBLIC RECORD OFF|CE

Beferinces

AIR 21 /587

COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHI CALLY Wi




AIR “27/587 1IIE1'II|2|H|

COPYRIGHT - NOT TD BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISEION

Feferenper=

Page No.

References

Summary of Events

Air firinz continued in good weathsr. =~ Ths Commaniing OFficer returnsd and ravealsd

| instructions.he.had Feceived for. the Squadron to move to MACMESEY by 21st November,..1942
S/L. Mr snd Flight Commandsrs only wors so informsd.  S/L. CHEPMAN, Air 5 Army Jo-pperation

Command wisited ths Squadron

Bad westher prohibited any air firine.
F/0. WILCOCK with advanced party left for MACLERRY

The bad weather persisted and it was not possible to carry out any air firinr The

pilots were shown two camera gun films they had taksn, the srrors being axp.lained by the

Station Air Firing Instructor
Air to ground firimz was carrisd out all day, but at 1500 hours the first Air Party of

8ix aircrait tbok=-off undsr the command of S/L. WALFORD and returned to CATTZATCK.

WESTON ZOYLAND Remsining four sircraft returnsd to CATTIRTIK
CATTERICK vemmanding Officsr returnsd from /ESTON ZOYLAND Pilots given a day eff.

problsms and the 'Darky! orcenization... Thz. load and 2ail parkies.raturnzd te. CATTORISK. Srom..

G ling 0ilicer's conference at 1100 to discuss details for move of the Squadron to

MACME=2RY,

Ibvement Ordsr No
o CHTTEN AR MGE
Road party lsfi under the commend of /0. LYNSS and the Reil party under the o d of

Preparation for move and assemlly of Road party

Preparation for movs and esusmbly of Toud party. F[L oo e fu
i

P/0. SANDERS,  Aix Party undor the commend of §/L WALFORD 1s7t 1100 and lendsd XREE at WJHERRY

at 1200. 18.70 hours.
Road party arrived i430 hours.  Commendins Officer visited H.Q. 32 Wing....B/0 WITCHELL..|

| {Enzinser) arrived on postinz to ths Siusiren.
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#/L. FLEMING prossadsd to TROON on & conbinad nparati.ons sourss, Commander of No. 32

Co=—operatien G | and the paating was cancsllad.
B;(EI- THIATLE rémoved to hmpxt.nl for observstion and trutmaut. Dragon-Rapide aircraft

_ Commsndingz Qifigsr and 5/L Al i - Spea——

#img but hed o return owing to bad weather. J.ly.g_a‘tang m.15__q damsger_i_ whilst ruming up.

Wing Commander T.Ke LAGEY |

proooedad on 16 daurs leave. r'. | of the Squadron assumed by S/L. 0.8, WALZORD,

Local fog restricted flying. Pilots ziven a lecturs on A.F.V's by Captain SAUNDERS,

P/0. HUBBLE arrived with tha reer perty from CATTIRICK.  Promo n_of P/0 WATSON to FLYINE ..ol i
Officer was notified.

Locsl fog gersisted, but local flying took placs. Squadronlwhomngfaniliues

continus to work #ith great sucsss.

F/L. PIBMING returned from ths Combinod Oparatim*s courss at THOON.
No. 32 Wing was flown to QUSTON. Army Officers, camouflsge spacislists,, were given air

experiencs in the Dominis From TUDFOUSI. F/0 WILCOCK orf on 7 days leave.

Decision that desteched flight For ixercise 'GOLIATH' is to operats from ELGIN, received

__from 32 Wing. Dominis to OUSTON to collact storas.

B/O. A__ISTON left for 14 days P.N. courss at SRANAGE. 5/L Air visited Head uarters 32

Wing. F/L. FLEMING visitsd ELGIN. lovement orddr for detached flight drafted. Air co-operation
pruvi.dsd for local Homs Guard Bxerci
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Ordsrs ‘receivald from Ermy Co-opsration Jomnend to post P/0 SANDERS to 652 Squadron, he
proceedsd p.m. this day. F/0 WILOOCK recallsd from leave to asswi Adjutant's duties pending

arrival of replacamant. Qperation Order Mo. 8 issued covering movement of datachmeni to

ELGIN, Dusk and night flying took plecs in ths evaning.

T £ W,

5quadmn Laadar . Goqﬁgnﬁing

Mo. 63 Squadron, x[s,@ﬁmﬂ
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Heavy frost which necessitated use of 'pre-hester' to mssist in starting the airoraft.

F/L. BONNIFACE and P/0. MERCER left in two Mustangs for Opsrational detmhmnt &t Odiham, bad

weather, however, forced them to lmd at GATTEEI(X and stay the night. E/O. WIJ.DOGK recalled from

lsave for Adjutant's duties, nrrivrad in the evening.

FﬂW&G!mmrhﬁltminhuoilwaummd-ﬂuintum it and d his

intention of landing without délay st LEEMING. He circled the asrodrome and when still short of

the runway his engine cut, uanaing the aircraft to crash in a field. Pilot was seriously

injured end was removed to Catterick Military Hospital. Mreraft written off, suspected cause

of accident being 'coring'.  The injury of this pilot and the loss of this sircraft made a

continuation with the operational :Ietachw_ent not pgfsiblo, in view of Exercise 'Goliath' due to

take place at the end of the week in N. Scotland. P/0. MERUER was, thersfors, recalled and

CAPTAIN SAUNDERS and ground crew from ODIHAN.

air to ground firing ranges.

S/L. WALFOED proceeded to uumamg by air with J?/O MERCER to visit #/L. BONNIPAGE in

hospital, his condition was found to be serious but not eritical. The toad Party under the

d of F/0. LYNsS left for ELGIN, they stopped the night at BYCE.

ﬂle __ﬁ.r Perty under the and of F/L. rLEMING teok off ior ELGII,NWHL'B Forced to

return owing to bad weather.  Fog at CﬂTﬁﬁ;.gg..mnassitnud return of S/L. WALFOHD by train

P/0. THIRTLE reported back for duty from hospital.,

g?lqluﬁon covering Scotland. Information received that BLGIN wro_r;l_;pyg___!:_l_gg___pggg_._q_g_g;g.prgg

S5, but none

Erferemciie

| 27 ;
AIR /58( 1r||||J2

|
COPYRIGHT - MWOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY Wi THOUT PERMISSION




PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

T n
AIR 21 /587 ! .
Ll
COPYRIGHT - WNOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMI SSI0N

Feferenipil=

Page No.....2....

References

Summary of Events to
Appendices

I0SSTEMOUTH, there being no personal mocommodetion at that serodrome, orews had to travel back snd
forth from ELGIN each day. P/0. MERCER returnsd with the Master gircraft from CATTERICE. The

Prootor was fetched from TURNHOUSE for dual instruction to pilots.

The air pefty under ths d of F/L. FLEMING proceedsd ts LOSSIZMOUTH. Two Tac/R sorties

were flown in the afternoon for 52 Division.
High wind 81l day and & edld rront over E.Scotland. 4 Tac/R sorties flown from LOSSIEMOUTH

but with negative. results dwe to. impossible weather conditions in the Hignlende.
4 mesting was held to die arrangements for the training of No. 2 F.I.S. pilots in their
Banquet 'Charlis' role. FPresent:- Group Cepteins Acheson and Coleman, D.S5.0., Station

Commander, Macmerry and S/L. Air. S/L Ar proceedsd to LOSSIZMOUTH to visit detachment.

Eight sérties were carried out during the day end sore succes#ful photographs teken. Four

gireraft burst tail wheels due to the irreguler surface of concreste runways. P/0. THIRTLE
deliversd Mustang 539. F/0. WAKELING flew LAC. BRIMS up in the Master.
Wind reaching gale force : ut the day. S/L WALFORD returned from LOSSIZMOUTH also

P/0. THIRTIE AND P/0. WAKELING. P/0. MERCER flew a replacement Musteng to SUTTON BRIDGE for
#/L. COC(K. 9 Tac/B sorties were carried out for 52 Diwision from LOSSTEMOUTH.
Bad weather made air communication with LOSSIEMOUTH impossible. The Commending Officer,

WING COMMANDER LACEY, returned to Unit from lsave. Several serties flown fro. LOSSIEMOUTH,

P/0, LOWRY forced landed dus to engine trouble.
WING COMMANTER PAKENHAM, H.Q. 32 Wing, visited

| detachment at LOSSTEMOUTH. _ N
10 Camouflage students arrived for eir experience in the Dominmi, but bad weather made flying
impossible; they wers given a demonstration of the Limk Trainer. P/0. THIRTL: flew Master air-

craft with spares to LOSSIEMOUTH.
P/0. MERCER returned with Mustang 4< from SUTTON BRIDGE. FP/0. JOHNSON arrived on posting

for Adjutent's duties. 7 successful Tac/i sorties were flown for 52 Division. The air and

|grouna commumicaiion snowed marked improvement.
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wes_not possible to carry. ewt more.than.3.Tec/R.soriles. for.52. Division.

B/0. WATSON left for TROON for Combinel Operations. Course.
y visit thg._.ggmxgg,..mmmnt_..m..m;m__un: ..... e e

. W u-m-llod hy Iﬁ.vidnml

Five. mﬁm wers. suessssfilly carfidd.ont.. .. The .axal:f;in._._mmludad...in .the after
Mbﬂnﬂ low cloud and rain. .?/O ‘COOIEE posted to No. 2 Squedrem.. __Ground party returned..

Goﬂmmding foiaer usu:md aommd ou‘.’ R.A.F, STACTON, . MACUERRY F/0. WATSON returned from his
been promoted from Pilot Officer to Flying Officer }

v.o.:l’. 1.10.42: = Pilot Oﬁ‘ﬁcm EBAKE, WATSON, ALSTON end MERCER.

. lecsl Flying, nothing further to repoTt..
 Commsnding Offiwer progeeded to Wing Headquarters.te cellect. Majer PERKINS. [G2...Air) .and then.
went to ABERLOUR to sttend a conferer e
- Officer and G2 Alr attended conference at H uarters 52 Division on Exercise. ...

'GOLIATH'. The Squadren was thanked for its perticipation in the sxercise by. li.G al. And

THOEME and Major Gemeral RITCHIE. Particular mention was made of the several photegraphic sortiss

~Whdch providsd valusble Lnrérmatiocn.
The -Lhenw of the ixercise was that of Moubtain Warfars, and ussful experience was obtained by pilots

lin opsrating over meuntainous country. At the conclusion of the conferenes the Cemnanc ing OFL90eE. | . ..t
returned to Unit. F/L COUK ret d to Unit from SUTTON BRIDGG after. m.Churss on AT PAghting. ...l o

factics.

PSR r e L DA A R ST e e (R
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Limited flying. oming. to.low.cloud.and.rain...Nothing. further. to.repert
Interception and low Tec/R Exercise carrisd out....S/L. WALFORD returned £Tom. L@@We .o m—m—m—m
Cae ding Officer visited Wing Headquarters.

Day observed as a holiday (Christmes Day) from noen.

Fine weather. Several navigation and D/F practices carried eut. Certain pilots instructed
the Domini airoraft.  P/Q. GOXTON snd P/0. JONES left for a B.A.T. Course at ANDOVER.
Peir weather permitted many formation and navigation practices. 7/0. PEAKE'S aircraft struck
a bird which psnetrated his windscresn and ceused considerabls consternation to the pilot who was

covered in bloed and festhers ne succeeded in landing safely.

e B e GO, doctubed. b0, plloba. on Air. Firing.....Servicesbility. further. reduced.by. siroraft.
flying inte birds. Cemera gun practices carried out in the after noon. Commanding Officer

visited Wing Head juarters.
P/0. ALSTON lectursd to the Pilets on 'Singls Seatsr Nnﬁgation'. Flying training was
directed te Jow Navigation practises ofer the sea. Some snow showers later in the day.
Flying training carried cut. Weather clesed down late afternsen.

Woather fine. S5/L WALFOzD AID F/O. ALSTON took off for ODIHAM to carry out operations. ihe

|ground orew was to have:travelled in the Domini piloted by #/L. COOK. Unfortunetely the starboerd |
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Flying training.. Celd,cleudy with s slight snewfall in the laite afiermeen.
Slight snowrall in. merming with low.cloud emd bad visibility.....he.flying.....All
pilets attended a demenstration by #arrant Officer GHEEN, 41 O.i.U.,.of the ultra.rapid precess..

train for FAXNBOROUGH te attemd course en '“iﬂtimmdiﬁnﬂﬁlﬂﬂffinm“dmlm

_|.proceeded to ANDOVER te stiend courss of Artsllery Hsconnaissance. . F/LTEUL. COOK assumed
| command of ths Squadron

. 2/Qs MYGHELL, procesded te. maa 1o, om;ot Secret sad. mmmi.-l Daoumentés .
P/Om‘iﬂpmtodhl‘lﬁngﬂfficer weoefs 1.10.42,

F/LISUL, SLEM urned frem. leave and. assumed cemmsnd of  the. Squaedron. vice. ¥/LIEUT.
| COQK. . E/Q. .Jm.__mg...ﬂg..-....m.m..mz.u:md..erm..B..a.T-...Gaume...t..AmmE_-?

Bxercise postpened until 20th Jsnuery. . Commanding Qrificer. visited detachment. at. QDIHAM.

pilot hed carried out a sertie ss the weather conditions were adverss, although.both.had besn
briefed.

Commanding Officer returned to Unit from Course.. ....[leather fair and flying iraining.....
carried out. - #/LT. RHIND posteq to Unit to fill vacancy of F/Lt. Ops.

«t MAGlsca,  He flew to BRIGHTON waers signal atrensthmsunn-jmmmeammmm
for the night

Mz Comuoders. COX. (A.0uAe, HoQu. AuCoCe). visitod Station.and stayed.te.lunchs
F/0. MERCER precesdad te. ANDOVER to attand B.A.T. Courss......5/L..CO0K.rsturnsd.from. rangs test.. ...

AIR 27 /58?
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celd and fine. . Fiving trelaing. saxched.eibe......S/kn GRAGEY. (GekoAe. Croup ). arrived

Strong S.W. wind - warm and weti. F/0. PEAKE and Sgt OOX flew in Dominie ip AER to

cellect two surplus Mustangs.

S/L WALFORD and F/0. ALSTON were briefed te take ebliqus photegrephs of the Prensh.

d the ceast at

the clends. disperaed.snd they mwere forsed.te return. te base Wit hay
S/L. WALFOED stressed the inportance of bsimg able te fly at ssa-level on an

Fair weather with a stromg S.#. wind, Rain in the aftermeon.

d weather recennaisssncs. Ne shipping was sesm and

_Fignt vies #/L. COOK whe becemes F/MI.. Ops-

FAQ..LOWRY. and Sgt...00X procesded. to. ANDOVER for.a.Bad.T..Courass

S/in. WALFORD. 5nd. B/0, ALSTON briefed for low level ebliqus photographs of digging et

mmmQrdﬂqmrarwtmdtomacqmtatmﬂe‘ﬁxmniﬂjﬂmminﬂwpw

Aircraft of 4. Squadron were alse to

operate at the same time.

Sluadmn,mmkﬁactiamQwins#qdelw,aixcmf‘tmrpmtair rne until 1040 hours. . Blus
Weather 9/10 600' - 1000"
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with haze below mads the trip te MME lengithy and hazardeus. Black Twe lost remsinder forma 2
and :atumed t-o bass. At BEACHY, Blus Ssction sst course for DIEFPE and Red Section snd Black

was sighted on B.T.A., with ?Z_I:g_l_{q_appmximat.ely 3000' 10/10. Spead was increased te 300 m.p.h.
and airoraft flew up BAY D'AUTHIE, thence Blac Ome broke off to photogreph BERCK AERODROME whils

Red One and Twe, with cameras switched on, flew on predstermined cpurses to target at about 30 fest

Objective sighted. No enemy mctivity seem, but a mumber of gun positions notiwed. On way out te

mﬂt Red Cme saw dummy airaraf;‘t under camu.t’laggl_lﬂ_a‘tt:hg and Red Two fired 2 second burst at
about Zu Gsrman soldiera on sand clmos Red Section set course for home and after landfall at

M HEAD landed et OBIHAM at 1200. ‘-’en‘bhor was still bad and Red One made several attempts

before getting in on the ae:rod.rnma wmcn was half ohacu:ed by cloud. Rscl One had a camera

failure due to a blowm fuse a.:.ter 23 expoaurea 80 tnat objective was not covered. Red Two's

camarsa worsad t.hrougmut and some ‘U.Sufl-ll photcgrapas ware obtained. Blus Section abandoned

task owing tu leck of cloud caver One aircrafti of 4 Sjuadron feiled to return. Blacs Ons

photo_raphs suc.eaaful.

: S/L. WALFORD recalled from detechment. and raturned. to. MACMERRY. s.am.... 20th. Januarys.

| Wosthar bad. bewhesn North snd Seuth and. so B/0. THIRTLE,. mext for. detachment, preceedsd.by. rail
He arrived on the 20th end cerrisd out some lecal flyimg.  The Commanding Officer..

preceadad by rail t.o oLD SAR].'H for a Squadron Commanders' Cenference. F/O ALSTON returned frem | ..

ODIHAM by rail.

.h...gpﬂgm;m,...pnt-....lng.q.l...imng..m..guu...hanng.... ... Bad Weather. prevemted.. .. ...
Gems of Rugger arramged.

Y SR ] "
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5. Mustangs tlek eff 1105 hours ineluding F/0S PEAKE and BHIRTLE to. carry. eut
from the sea alon: the Fremch coest. The leader of 168 Squedron peir turned

took off again at 135 hrs and or
F/0. THIRTLE turned South when LE TOURQUET ligh

frem just Seuth of LE TOURQET to BERCK, On arriving hers he realised
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whose task leg further South still, turned back on realising his position and both aircraf't landed
at 1430 hours. The bad landfall made by the 168 Squadren leader was probably due to & change in

forecasted wind and inacourate mevigation. Thiis pair went inland South of LE TOURQUET and were

not seen er heard of again: they becams involved with Bandits, shooting down one and probably
another before they were flowned tnemselves. It is possible that a D/F fix wes obtained on them

a8 they cressed the Channel ewing to tue fact that thay were flying rather high over the sea.

F/L. RHIND procesdsd to OLD SARUM to attend a course for G.5.0.2's Captains

SAUNDERS and 1@R8D with the ramain&ler of 19 A.L. Section, left to join 9 Corps. F/0 WAKELING
|

procesded to A.F.D.U. DUXFORD for ‘s Cins-camsra Gun Assessimg Courss for thres days. F/0 WATSON

and P/0. HUBBLE left for ANDOVER to attend B.A,T. Courss until 30ta Jenuary.
Lectures and dsmonstrations to members of ths A.T.C. F/0. JONES procesded to

DUNDONALD for a Beach Uowrse until 30th January.
Pield Cooking Dsy held by Station. All persomnsl of ths Squadron cooked their owm

meals throughout the day. The Comusnding Officer raturned from QL) SARUM.

F/Q PRAKE and P/OTHIRTLE stood by for operations until 1100 hours but bad weather

preventad take off.

No.. 17.Alr. Lisisosn. Sestion. srrived with. Mejor. BARGLAY. and Ceptein RTCE... GaRBadft .. b
st ODIHAM to_sssist the Squadron. Qpsration, detschment... Mejor. HUANG-PUN. from the....
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Summary of Events to
Appendices

Scottish Commsnd Wespon ’Ii'az.m.ng School near EDINBUiGH.

An operation Wwas plemmed and both pilots went to their machines, but ne taks off

was mads dus to bad weather uoud:.‘l:.ions. )
A 'Rhubarb' eperation was plmnnd and F/ﬂs PRAE and '!EI:E!‘LE together with a pair

from 168 Squadrom, took off at 0930 hours. They turned back befors reacking the Fremch ceast
through dispersal of cloud oowr
Four Mustengs censisting of I-‘/Oa ‘PEAE and rm'm: and twe pilots of 613 Squadren

tack aff for a Bhubarb aper
about five minubes frem the French nolat tha ap.rtt.i.on was a,bandened ewing t.e la.ek of cloud

cover. ﬂ.l nranft landed at base n'r. 1142 hours.
t.:r d-f.rred aorv:l.ua mon u.udsr the auspices of the A.T1.C. ;rrivad a:t. 1015 heurs
They were givem Jeotures and demenstrations ‘on Army Ce-operation werk by members e Squadran. |

Snow pnmtod flying in the aftermoen
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