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St, Bval, 2.2.42 12,50 | &/C B/2ijwith orew of 86 Squadron sirborne 12 30 on A/S patrel. 5T=/04/2/2

= sppeared to be down by the head,
15445 |A/C landed at base.Por crew see appendix 1,

14,05 |Position ZJPN 9209 sighted 2 armed trawlers & 1 tanker on course 070 degress T spoad 10 knots,
Pllot altered course sway from C.V. climbed to cloud base at 1400 f%, and continued ciroling to pe

until afc on starboard quarter of tanker. Plak did not open upuntil sfc was about to attaock.
14,08 |2 x 500 1b, MO« and 4 x 250 1b, CP.(11 sec. delsyl wers relsased in shallow dive from 1400 ft.
|down to :ioﬂ.Mwmumuuunwmmp,muurummmﬁw
tannnum.ﬂmglmnrﬂ:ndijﬂ rounde &t tanker.As afe flew nw,mmrmbnuqﬂ.p
mlopudinalnuddrbmu:rmh Just after splash had been
uﬂnmmmmmemmuhnuﬁhmmummﬁ

observed 5-10 yards from port bow,

 de, 2.2,42,(16.55 |A/C G/86 airborme on shipping Striks together with A/C A/85 & Q/85,1in formation.In pﬂli‘f:im ZIRM

torpedo from 70 £t.,900 yards from target and took avedding action from Bed Flak,all ships having
opemed up just prior to attack, A/0 Q was observed by rear gunner to fall into sea in flsmes, "A"
was last seen on Northerly course far shead of "G",flying normally.

18,55 A/0 "6" landed st base at 18.55. "A" & "G failed to retum snd crews are missing,

rflﬂiﬁfz

,h' : 3.2,42,07.15 |A/C B/86 airborne on Special Target Operation,but landed st Portreath with nothing to report st 09.30 STE/03/3/2
= | P61 /32
07.26 2/8 sirbome for Special Target. Thiam a/c failed to return and crew are miasing. Mifﬁfz ==
B )
— =
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AfC Ef86 & W/86 sirborne on Brest Sweep.
Landed at Chivenor with nothing to repart.

1{'{: /86 mirborne on Epaninll"rngut Operation.

|Pnnii:m ZJAM 1006,sighted 3 amall veasels,possible M plass minesweepers cncaurse 270 at 6 imots
| 3 mlles epart in line aster. '
| Position ZJP, 0808 sighted 2 small vessels on course 270,2 miles aprt and ome panted whits,which
1: opened fire including a smoke mignal which burst at 300 £ sbove vessel giving appearance of

barrage balloon.
A/C landed st Fortreath,

6/86,U/86,& /86 sirbomne on Bover fntml .In position WMWY sighted 2 unidentifisd trawlers oo
M. coures.In position WDAA 5038 sighted 4 fishing vessels,course N.¥. with nets overside and
rench markings, .

AT landed at base.

CHI/01/ %2
PLey/ 52

STR/04/ %/ 2
A/B1/3/2

C D/86 sirborne on 4/S patrol.In position BFUF 0030 sighted 250 £t M/V en course 300, spesd 5 m-l STE/ 020/5/2

had black Maltess Cross in white circle on fumnel.Attack was made and torpedo dropped £rom 80 £t
at 'IDﬂu;ruﬁg range,A/C then flew shead of bows of W/V end resr gummer fired soms good bursts at
long range. WEL Flek encountered, Results of attack not visible possibly dus to torpedo mot striking
befora lhip.ﬁ'al lost to view in bad vieibility (1 - 2 mlles Rear gunner reports ahip nppaa.rad- ta
;raanng speed and pllot estimstes that torpedo mey have missed ahesd.Jorpedo mot definitely obasrved
to run. Unidentified trawlers were seem in positicns WDAY 1240, WDWQ 2822 and WDWQ 3910,
AC landed at baae,

e V86, /86, X/86, 0/8h, B/86 and B/86 carried out Biscult operation.

. B/G1/af2

411 4/C retumed to base with nothing to report,
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5t, Bval, 6.2.42. 08.30 | A/C W/85 & /86 carried out A/D patrol and sighted about 100 fishing veseels frem position JOWQ 3045 STE/01/6/2
to .m“i' P10,majority heading towsrds const.

PL/G1/6/2
17.45 | AC landed at bass. i
] " 8.2,42, 14.50 | A/C V/85,U/86 and #/86 carried out cperation A/S Resce, STE/09/8/2
i 17.90 | Patrol was wmploted and A/C returned to base. Pfea/g/2
* 10.2.41 {12.% EMc X/86, Ufeb snd B/86 airborns on Shipping Search,Pa rol completed and retumed to base with -WW1M

14,14 | nothing to report, n.fww:

Thorney Island. (12,2.42. 16.06 |A/C V/85 airborne on Strike operation and arrived over Coltishall st 17.04 hrs. A/C left coast and TL/05/19/2
s

17.10 | set couras without escort., Hclv.uaa.gu recolved in olsar "Battls cruisera may be 30 milas or mors/of CHB/Ga/12/2

given position and forces have eplit®,
17.41 | In position HLYX 5828 &/C commenced search back southwards along Dutch comst, One JU
distance on Southerly course,also one #ollington on Easterly course,

«88 aean in

18.05 LEight.ad 3 ¥ elags %ﬁﬂpara in position HLA&T 1032 on Hort;harl:,r course proceeding slowly and A/C
pl! ent. first sightingQEEEERES. Minesweepers fired 3 star Hed challenge. 2 unidentified twin anginad A/C
seen cireling at 2000 ft. above vessels, Own A/C at 130 = 200 £t. no attack made,
18,09 [8/0 Manston, '

20.32 |Landed Thorney Island with load.

17.02  |Arrived over Coltishall snd cireled until 17,07, Mo

Tighter cacort contacted so set course at 17.07
17.42  |In position HLYx 5825 snd patrolled coastwise,

l
E
!
do, i 16.00 |4/C ¥/86 & X/86 eirborns on Strike. cﬂ.r’newa'z !

Eofevancer-»
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Summary of Events

18.05
19.22

19.35

12.2,42,
17.15
18.00

13.2.52.- 16.10

11,%
14,94

| Tun up,.pilot firsd about 50 rounds into ship and & men in a red shirt was sesn diving for cover,

Heferences
to
Appendices

In poeition HLIX 1502 sighted 3 M class winesweepers course020 degrees speed 5 kmota. A/C circled
thess craft and then set courss for Bircham Newton, Hothing else amighted,

"I* landed at Docking ' o

X" landed st Docking,

A/C D/ airborne on Strike,primary tarpet Schamhorst and Gneisnau,
Task abendoned owing to #/T trouble and illness of Observer.
Lended Bodney.

AC G/8 airborne on Strike but did not return and ne report is avalable,

4/C W/B6, T/86 and 5/85 sirborne snd flew in formation on &5 fatrol.

I/01/13"2
CH/G3/12/2

STE/a11/16/2

In position FMS 0555 attack was made on 4 small ships.They were believed to be coasters,cne fummel H/ez/15/2

amidships with red band ltwo subsequently seen to be flying French Flag estimated 150 fi.in length|
Une seen to hawve four ventilators,all seiling independently A/C broke formation and "d" carried out

sttack from 50 £1.A11 bmmbs but one,which overshot,kit the ship amidships which promptly blew up

and disintegrated,The A/C was violently shaken and when cloud cleared,only en olly patch and flostihg

debris could be seen.Crew of "D" report that ship eppeared first to bresk in tws and both parts
were blown out of the water befots disintegraténg, A0 "D" carried out attack om leading shdp from
J0 ft. and 1 X 500 1b. end 1 X 250 1b. were estimeted as direct hits,ths remainder straddling. The

forspartwas seen to have been blow off and was svesh.The ship sank a minute or two later During

AC ™" sprayed third ship with M.G, fire and A/G 5" sttscked from 50 £t.Two bombs undershat and
one overshot,remainder estimated to have scored direct hits,A violant sxplozion tock placs and a

few seconds later the shdp was well dewn by the bows and wes awash &8 far aft as amddahips.The cre
ebandoned ship and pulled awey in & boat s AT £low awny,fourth ship continued on ite course .La:tBJ
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1 |
in position ZJAA 1550 five unidentified M/V's were sighted,onec 4-5000 tons with flush decks, | funnel
2 masts and two were between 1-2000 tong coasters.Inpositicn WDW 3500.2 small neutral fishing .

X vessels were sighted,howe to,flying tricoler.
St. Bval. 17.2.42 10.30 | &/C V/85 airborne on ShippingXKNEXBE Search, STR/04/17/2
11.11 | Returned to base with nothing to refort. . m/eaf17/2
10.30 | 4/C H & ¥/86 airbomme on A/S search. sta/op/ 17/ 2
16.30 | Beturned to base with nothing to report. PL/Gz/17/2

05.50 | &C ‘& airbome on 4/S Sweep, Thism A/C crashed south of 5t, Merryn and burst into flsmes snd hnnhs*ﬁﬁ&"ﬂfé

E Ei1ling all membere of crew.
==

| 18.2.42, 11,54 | AC K/85 airbome on A5 patrol. 13‘1‘1:;9'.03"'13,#’2

15_.32 |, Fositlon JOUF 3127 crossed Prench cosst and for 14 mins. searched in vain for target.In A carings Mﬁywﬁz
{ in the wooded country south of river meuth,estimeted poaition JOUF 3070,two encampments of ol litary

type were obaerved.One conaisted of about 8 huts in a Tow with a fence round,
- 13.43 | Fosltion HLFM 0808 sighted unidentificd sailing bost on Hortherly courss at 3 knota,
14,43 | Position FMS 2222 sighted trawler moving Jestwerds. '

15.00 | Position TS 0555 asighted 7 fishing wvesscls,no nets sean,moving slewly Horthwards, |

|
15.10 " TCUR 4716 * 3 " o stationary. 5 %2
16 42 " TCH4G 55% sighted 1 trawler and ancther in pos, Py 0728, .
19.34 | Landed at base.

9
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St, Byal, 18.2.42.( 11,55 |4/C B/86 sirborme on &5 patrel. . ' - STE/0%/18/2
17445 |Position HKPM 4520 sighted convoy of 2 W/V's sstimated 3000 tons end 3 or 4 smaller vessels Bn mafijf‘?
course 090 spsed 6 knota, A/ attemjted to bomb BV 3000 tons 3 Island type on track jéﬂ degress
T at 30 ft.,but bombs feiled to relsase, Intenes MG fire encountsred,no tracer, A/C made sscona
Tun attempting to jettison boubs on ship,but bombs would mot release.Ship was machine gunned with
# see. bursts from front gun, S |
Landed st base, '

A/G 5/86 aivborne on A/S Patrol.

Fosition JOUF 3227 sightad what appeared to be & concentration camp,a barbed wire eompound of about

15 wooden luts,a few men were seen, Hothing elss sighted except 1 fishing vessel,

Landed at bage,

A/C N/86 airborne on A/S search. . ! STE/n4f19/2
Pozition MWy 0000 gighted 5 M clags minssweapers on couras 290, spe=d 20 L:mtu.qfﬁ approachsd to Hv"'ﬂa"fjr’z
within 1000 yards and was challemged with 4 star cartridge 1 red and thres '.-l"hi‘t.-a,a-nﬂ almost imuﬁjntL‘j'y

41l ships opensd up with intense and acourste M.G. fire,with bright yellowtracer AT toolk viclant
ovasive action,circled and set courss far beae.

Landed at bass,

A/C J/8 sirborne on A/5 search, completed patrol and retumed to base having aighted nothing mecept| STR/ 059/ 19/
& fow fiahing vessels, 2/ez/15/2

A /8 airborne on ‘_"5 Search. Nothing sighted except Fidhkng vessles and A/C retumed +o bass. STR/06/19/2
MG/ 15/2

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference AIR 27/708/20

ile

21793 Wi SHE05[3503 400,000 12]30—McC & Co—3 15656

RAF. Form 540 OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

Page No. .. .
See inmtriections for wae of thiz form in TR and 4.0.1,,
Pare 2D, aud War Monual, £, I, ckapler XX., and

RERRR S ook of (Unit or Formation) .. Hcaﬁquamn' i No b paed g der jL
: References
Place Date | Time Summary of Events to
O, = e = Appendices
North Coates. (21.2.42. 16.02 |afC VW/1/B/8 airborne in formation on Strike. nz/oz/21/2

: 16.43 | In position RIFE 2732,4/C "I" leader of formstion briike awsy and others lost contact in abnormal  |CH/G3/21/2

s wegther conditions of snow and hail with visibility to 50 yarés.sC individuslly set course for base T
| ! 17.23 | end landed with nothing to report. S/B in use.

| - o 5/ 1R t 16.00 |4 Y/d/ 85 aitborne on Striks in company with A/ ¥ lsading, T (T
T e ' | 1a position ELFE 2292 "I" developed engine trouble snd decided to rotum to nsarest base, _ﬂﬂ‘rﬂ-jfztfg :
= N . jettisoned torpedo. &/C "J" followed in case "Y" Porced landad in sea. 1 -l S
17.25 | Both A/C landec at Catfoss, A/C "™ Pittcd with 5/B. Hothing cbserved, =
do, : 22,2,42| 04,58 | AL E/86 airbome on Striks,  |mo/eefz2f2
06:10 | In position XEEH 4045 A/C yan dnto abnormal westher conditions and set eauree for base. W':‘r'rfi-%"}
= - 08,22 | Landed at base. weather,slight snow at commsncement of ,patrol,becoming worse uaatwa:rE;_ i i
— . S— i - -k
Sy | 03.88 | A/C B&/B5 airborne on Striks, |Wfoyf2af2
l! 07:13 | In position ESEL 3200 abnorm:l weather copditione encountered and sot murse for base, gH.r"ﬂ- i/ 22/2
. « + | 08,50 | bended at bass.iosther,dlight sneow and showers,abnormal slect end snow insTeasing eastwards. —=] =N
. Leuchars. | |22.,2.42{ 05.00 | &/C V/85 airbome on Strika,

LEn/ 0322/ 2

05.10 | Set course for Stavenger.,

] BO/G1/ 22
07.45 |In position FILE 4525 land sighted,turnedon course of 340 degrees which took A/C across emtrsmes | 1 B2
jnf P jord. : : ===
07.55 |In position SJEX 1059 mo cloud cover and nothing aeen so seb couras for base, =
10,15 |Landed st base. 5/8 carried and used,no result, E 3 ¥

L ==
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AC U/85 eirborne 15,57 and £lew via Coltishell o courss of 098 degrees with elsven other Bemufort
in formation until lsader sigmalled to break. A/C was then over Dutch coast lm-l sighted 3 mmall
barges less than 500 tons. Nothing else mighted so met course for base,

AfC 1anded at Coltishall,

A/C B/86 airborme for Thomey Lsland with 2 other Beauforts and lmded 14.05 hrs. '

‘M0 tock off for Coltishall and contacting no f:tghtm- sacort set course for Dutch coast,
Conwoy sscorted by Destroyers was sighted {positionm uncertain) and egcort fired 3 star red
cartridges Formation broke up snd a..r’u set course for Thomey Ialand but landfal] " made
north of Yarmouth.

Landed Coltishall,
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