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-H : Weste I I“!Rcw 15ty 1345 | 12 Mroreft of the Scusdron were desputched o sthick the derchalling Yerds =

asmditig bttt i Visreszio. One aircraft retumed sarly owing to suddes illness of the Navigator.
gne mreralt retorned owing to bad westher ind engine Puilure. Illuninstion wes |
srovided by taree sircraft sac the remaining seven successfully locxbied =nd hoabed the
{arzet. DBombe were seen burcting in tae Wersgaliing Yurde csueing electriosl Tlishes,
Direct hits were clelned on tle bridge (C.mal Bridge) =md another on the rudlwsy stakion.
tireraft "PP (F/Lt. scDermott) did not returm to base. |

11 Aipepuft were despatched to curry out sa athtsck on the Fisno Homano Landing Ground.

Two aireralt retorned early, the firet, on aceount of the blowing open of the Piléts
ascspe natch, the second, on routine check of the domb doors all bombs fell out.

The resaining wircraft located the target and bombs were seen to £2i1 and explods on

the landing ground, and in the dispersal are:s, nesp =isses were elsimed on parced alrcrslt,
thres airoraft were secn to te on fire and seversl other flres were reported.

The Ecuadron wae not called upon %o aperate,

The Squadrons terget was Orie Murshalling @ards,=nbtier of the many communication
tarzets which have been mttecked in the pasb montns. It is reported that the sttaek
on Grossetto lieshalling Yurds wis sacesssful in bloeking them (29/30 Oct) and it is
tiought thet this may heve contributed %o the lnerense of sctivity at drte.

1% Wellingtons were sirborne, of these § scted as illuminstors and T ag bombers, Some
of the illuninetion fell (It i= believed gver Orte Town) to the H.W. of the target,
snd some bombing took place under these flares. Jther illuminutors snd bosbers
[ocsted snd attacked the Mershailing Yerds on which mshy sticks were seen to burst,
gtarting tws short lived Fires and ceusing siectricsl explosions end flashes. Some
shotogrspha confirm correet terget stiucked. Opposition:- 5-4 L/F and 4/5 H/F guns
firing ineffectively from sround the yerds. iiesther over the target wmuas good, but
Zround mist wesz in evidenge on route ~maflerste to Teir verisble. dinds. ALL sirepalft
retnrned ssfely.

The Squedron did not operate due to ddveree weskher conditdons. Rsln fell stesdily

put spaempdically For moet of the morming =nd sftermoon, elesring in the svening and |
preconmencing ebout 235,00 hours vhen it 8eveloped Into 3 wiolent thunder storm =nd gale.
Durts of the camp were swuniped, tents blosn down including tae creh, ration store, |
and Gurmery Tent. The stor eased off st sbout OL.00 h urs but rain continued to fall
antil dewn.

The Squadron wes not called on to ogerute gwing %o wenther eonditions. The Lindling

Ground snd disperssl sress ares 1in 2 soggy condition oving to yesterdsys rain.

Tae Sguadron wes not recuested to operate bonberd, only two nickelling aircralt o t.lrm e
crea of Lechorn —Spesls -Florencs, homever taets two nickellers were cénce:led during =
the afternoon owing bo bad vestaer. o
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Congldersble improwvement in the westher. The Sguadron operzted 14 Mrerafi. Tvelve
of these sbtscked the ruilwney bridge over the river Ombrone 23 Wiles South of Grosgsetto
f these li cireralt, 5 provided sufficient although scattered 1lluminstlon for =ix
to loeate =nd attack the terget 1n clesr moonlignt conditions. Bombing rens were Made
from South to North, most tursts being feen across apd on the railwasy just off the NHorth
end of the bridee. hircraft "X" F/D. Kelowsll went down to 600 f=et to drop a 4,000
1b bomb with 11 seeond deley @nd o @irect hit wus eloimed, debris snd conzidershle
smoke being seen fron tne turst. Photographs confirm the correct target was attecked.
Opposition was ¥il. Weathen over tne target wss good, but only fidir on route as
gircralt flew through the “Wront" forscust by the let,lying between Mar=timo Tdland gnd
599 MNorth. dne of thepe sircruft developed engine trouble near Orbetello and abandoned
the operation, afier bombirg cosstsl resd ind rallwsy =t Tal=mone, of the Hickelling
alrepaft detziled to drop " exflets, the =aireraft which operated to cover the ereua bounded
, by Leghorn —Epesisa—and Florence, sith Italian Leafiets, roturned edrly oxlng to sirpcraft
ingtahility. While the other smuccessfully dropped Germtn n{.c:d;eli.é over the battle =zres,
Just North of the boeb line., &1l sireraft returned safely.

Trelve sireraft were sirborne tonight to attack the pellway bridee over the river Siere
just West of Pontasslewe, but the wedther ceriously interfersed with the opefation,

there existing 10/10 clouc &t 318,000 feet. with rsin, strong winde snd freezing level st
E-7,000 feet on route and aver the Italisn madnland., Only two sircraft suiccessfully located Hie
Larget, which they bombed, observing bursts on or mear the East end of the bridge, one
gtick gtarting & short lived fire. Hemtining mircradt were unable to locate the target
oWiag to extmsalive cloud. Teo sireraft sttecked bridges st Groszettowithout observiag
repults, two aircreft saw their borstsicross ronds nesr T=lsmonwe asnd one of these fired
1,720 rounds of S.4.A. from &-500 feet st Lights on Grossetin - T=lamonl Fosd, Remaining
four aircraft bombed bridges , rosds mnd ruilwaye in the hrno Velley ares,  One sirerseft
unable to locate a suitable target jettisoned bombg in the sea, due to engine trouble.

One eircraft returned early with reir turret U/E. The only opposition experienced was foub
L/F gins at Orbetello. All sircraft retumed esfely.

The Equedron was not easlled upon to operate tonight.

Tonight the Sgusdrons terget was the Marshalling Yurds =t Prato near Florence, with the
railwey bridge over the viver Ceptne ot Cecine =g an alternative il westher hindered the
suecessful (loeation of the primary target, however the wmesthe: there wes good and all tem
sireralt were shle to locate the yards quite ezaily . ill crews resort eeeing thelr bombs
burst on the yards. Tro good fires were burning in the warshouses. A stick 1s cleimed to
have thrown trueks off the lines @nd started a short lived fire. Sticiks of boobs were Eeen

to start a fire with rocket like explosions, while throe bloe electric lixze fires, of short
durzbion were cbserved in the North end of the yards. The yards were reported tobe well slight
but ponsiderable smolke pl scured accurute obserwubions. Eome incendisries were burning
sutzide the tarset. Photosrsphs of good auulity shewing ground detall confirm correct target
seg atteacded. Opposition £ non existent, =nd pstches of rough% wecther existed on the route.

Fi—tict & Co—51-5038
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Eleven asireraft were deteiledts gtback the railwsy bridgse at Pontassieve tonight,
having 8 tn slternative target the raflway bridge st Ceelna. (Owing to bad
weather conditions,(10/13 cloud st 2-4,000 feet) over target only five airersft
were sble to locate Pontassieve. These bombed from s neizht of 680 to 4,000 feet
from £0.5¢ hours to @.53 hours. Bursts were seem in Centio 4and slong the |
cerghalling fards, the bombing being well concentrated. Fires sere sturted snd unF

puilding left burming . mroraft "W" (F/Lt. Thirsr)sttacted the railesy bridge wit
a 4,000 1b bomb(G.P. 11 second delsy) which wes sem to explode 10 yards From

the North Wwest commer of the bricge. The height af =ttack was 600 feet ond it was
found necessery to asproach from the Sievo vslley owing to the sltitude of the '
surrounding hille, Throughout the time the pilot experienced engine trouble.

Four sireraft aitacked the secondary terget of the reilwsy bridge at Cecian . '
scur-!_t.;g hits slong end elther end of the bridge . Flectricsl flishes wers seed after
one hit amlat &).46 hours & terrific explosion took plage mhich wae felt at 4,000 Teet
Photographs show that the terget mufiersd to the extent of haviag u gup & of its
vifth obout falf wey scruss. IL was bonbed from 20,48 to 210 hours r!'od‘l.l 5,000 to
4,000 feet. One aireraft was unible to locate either target mnd therefore attacked
the railwey line betmeen Orbet>tello snd Civitavecchiat s position of 42° vav N,
117 5e' E, Direct hite ere claimed. Hombing heights £,200 feet Time 21,30 Hours
One sireraft returned early owing to engiae trouble. The westher throughout preves
full sdventage being tacen of the lact of oppositicn, one light gun only being
encountered «f Pontassieve and Fil st Cecina.

The Eguadron was not called upon ta aperate.
A Group Stund down todsy.

The Squadron was not called upon to operate.

Prato Marghelling Yirds were detsniled for sttsck tonight, but the operution wus scr
during briefing oglng to weather conditions. The Advence Party left for the new Csm
gite at Qudna.

Squedron Stend down today.

Stand down. The Main party under F/0. Elliott Left for Oudns st sporoxizately0d. 50 |
nours, bhe route Laken being ss foilowsi— Bonfichs-Infiduville =nd Tunie, the parfy
aprived st the new location st 17.%0 hours. & busy hour wss spent in eracting tents
but by the time darkness feil =11 personnel were under Cover.

T - S.uadron was not called upon to operate to day.

The Group wape- acaigned Turin g taeir tacget tonight, ut the cperstlon »as
cancelled,

AIR 27 su e
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‘ J Eleven elreraft were detalledto sttack the reilwsy bridgge =t Pontaszleve tonight,
Hanl West i Hov. 1 having as en alternative target the reilwsy bridge at Cecins. Owing to bad
weather conditions,(10/10 cloud &t 2-4,000 feet) over target only five sircraft
were able to locste Pontasgieve. These bombed from a helght of 608 to 4,000 fect
from 20.5¢ hourse to 20.55 hours. Bursts were seen in Centio snd along the
Marshalling Yards, the bombing being well concentrated. Fires were started and on
building left burning . Adrorsft "K' (F/Lt. Thirsk)sttacked the railwiy bridge wi
8 4,000 1b bomb(G.P. 11 second delay) which was seen to explade 10 yards £rom
the North West comer of ths bridge. The height &f attack was 500 feet and it was
found necessary to aspproach from the Siewn vulley owing to the sltitude of the
surrounding hille. Throughout the time the pilot experienced engine trouble.
Four aircraft attacked the pecondary target of the railwsy bridge at Cewins ,
georing hits along snd elther end of the bridge . Electricsl flaghes wers geen
one hit snist 2).46 hours & terrific explosion took plece which was felt =t
Photogrephs show that the target suffered to the extent of having a gup 3§ of its
wifth sbout Half way across. It was bombed from 20,45 to 2110 hours from 5,000 to
4,000 feet, One aireraft was unsble to locste edtaer target snd thersfore at
the reilwsy line between @rbef~tello and Civitavecchiat s position of 429 22 N.
119 32! E, Direct hite are claimed. Boabing helghts 6,000 feet Time Z1.50 hours
One sircrsft returnsd early owing to engine trouble. The weather throughout p
full edvaptege being teaken of the lack of opposition, one light gun only being
encountered =t Pontasslewe and Nil at Cecine.

Tha Squadron was not called upon to operate.
A Group Stsnd down today.

The Sqguedron was not called upon to operste.

arghalling Yards were detailed for sttack tonight, but the operstion was scn
muhrlm oging to weather conditions. The Advance Party left for the new Can
gite at Qudna. _

Squadron Stand down today.

Qudn dns at spproxinately0d.s0
: d down. The Main perty under F/0. Elliott left for Ou s |
sRam ' ?m.::'t the route taxen being 88 follows:i— Bonficha-Enfidaville and Tunis, the m
mh’eﬁ at the new location et 17.30 hours. & busy hour was spent in eracting

but by the time darkness fell sll personnel were under covar.

T _ S.uadron was not cailed upon to operste to dey .

Tae Group wes$- assigned Turin as thelr target tenight, but the operation was

cancelled.
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Summary of Events

Stand down. 0
A further stand down, due o weather.

The Squadron was asgain assigned Turin, but westher conditions necessitated
it being cancalled.

14 Alrcraft were detsiled to sttuck Turin Bzll Beering Factory, but the
operstion was unsaccessful due to very bad westher conditioms, 6

cloud being experienced throughout the route;the base as low as 1,500 feet
riging to 10,000 feet. £¢ & result only gwo sircralft were sble to locats
Turin , and did not bomb &8 after breaking cloull, were unsble to pinpoint
the terget. One of these aircraft bombed the rallway Letween Genom snd
Sori instead. Wo resmilte were observed. One sireraft jettisoned bombe owves
iand East of Genca. 2 Alrcraft "D (R/Cdr Bmwslq.‘.’!’ﬂj‘ and V. (F/S Johnson)
are missing., One alrcraft successfully made 8n emergency leanding st Fluas
in-Sardinia snd the remainder had to return early owing to fallure to locate
terget or turned back due to the weather, &fter reaching Tteliem ecast.
5 Mreraft with 4,000 1b tombs did not operate from advanced bage at Elmse pbwing
to refuelling difficultier. (Ome light Oun wss seen at Spezia and & Heavy gon
&nd a Searchlight at Genpe. Mo photos were taken. i I

Seven alrcraft were detailed for the ssme target as last night but the operstion
was scrubbed owing to wesdher B/Ldr. Fox. T.R. OFC. "B® Plight Comnmnder |
octed a8 Commanding Officer of the Squadron.

A Squadron stand down tonlight.
The Wing did not operate today,

The Sguadron wes as:dignec the Horth snd Sguth Lending Grounds st Clespino as
the target for tonight, the object belng to crater the runwsys. Ten slrer
were detalled and from 2 .05 €0 .55 houre the mrea was attawked from 4,300
to 6,000 feet. Two Illuminatora were supplied by the Squadron and sevaral
other illuminatorg were put on by thelr Sguedrsns, but they had diffiealty
loesting the correct poirt of siteck with the result that the illuainabtion
was scattered,esrly chandellers were not over the target,but over a factory
North East, similar in &ypearance to the Landlng Ground hsngsrs. It is consifered
that six of onr aircraft definitely located the target, bursis bDelng seen on
landing strips snd nesr hengars. The remainder were misled by fisres into
attacking the factory area. There wae a ground haze which made location ai
Opposition was stronger than we had sxperienced for some time. 4/8 Light

at the target were sceurste snd putting up intense fire aaslsted by 4 Sear
One aircrafte of cnother Squadron was geen to be ghot down at 30,28 hours.

At Anzlo there was Eli.ghi.iﬁlgk and alss a Heavy Gun barrage,

Stand down todsy.
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“Nov Zoth, 1345. S

Oudna. L.0.

L The Squadron wag asgigned Turin, but weather conditions necessitoted it belng
| cancelled.

During the month the following Henours & Awards were made to personnel of this
Durkag the Bedtisn Bupire Nedal avarced to L.i.C. Cellins.S T 1291419,
| S & Despatchesi~ F/S. Westhcad.F.J. SSSla2. Sgt. Wil X.B.6 287

sgt. Vanderstoci.i.F.M.94550. [.4.C. Clarce.W.A., 575875. 569284. ¥/S.Turner. 5.C.
BEE#.H. Mo Domm . o = .

Ho 4 HAAF.
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