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Rochford. The month opened very quitly end no operational ¥A¥ing was underte ken. Excercises
| and practice flying were the order of the day.
Rochford. For half an hour Red Section tried unsucessfully to find & break in the weather

that = reconnaissence over German occupied serodromes might be accomplished.
| ngn Flight patrolled Canterbury for hour-enemy plots came no nearer than the Prench

coast.
Once again the Squadron (led by Squadron Leader Leathart) journayed over the ter-

ritory of our late ally. No sbnormal asctivity was witnessed either at serodrdiigs,
| on the canals or on the roads. The Squadron formetion on its return was & pleasant

reminder of the high sense of air discipline present in the Squadron.
Two eircraft were prevented by weather conditions from completing the esrly marnin‘%

reconnaissance over France.

X raid over Sheerness plotted one a/c in.vestlga'bed. but thete was no interceptions
Red Section investigeted unidentified afc but no interception was made.

| contact with the enemy was renewed, this time over our own territory. For two hours
| nine of our aircra:tt. petrolled Menston in a rain storm (and with a low cloud base)
chaging Spitfired and Hurricanes and dodging bombs coming through the clouds with
equal 1mpar1;ia.li1§y. A lone Do. 215 was attacked by Blue Section {F/‘L't.. Way, P.O. Gr
Sgt. Norwell), this engegement was wetched by Green Section (S/Ldr. Lesthart) amd
it is comsidered that severe damage must have been sustained by the enemy sircraft
One aireraft patrolled Rochford in poor weather conditions for nearly an hour,
Enemy reids were reported off the coast. No contaect was made.

Por 45 minutes Blue Sectdim-patrolled Whitsteble. Enemy raids were plotted off the
Fremhh coast but they did not cross the Channel.
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Summary of Events.

One Flight left for Menston to operste as an advanced Section. During the a:t‘l'.srnoo}n

and evenings the two Sections campleted seven sorties. One Section was attacked by
M.E. 109s. coming very suddgnly from the cover of cloud disappearing immediately
after the attack. One machine (P.0. Kemp) was badly damaged (although the pilot
mensged to land at Memston). F/O McMullen's machine also receivéd a short burst of]
machine gun bullets but he was sble to continue the patrol and himself attadk eit
a D.0. or a M.E. 110 firing a short burst at 200yds. Our pilots were uninjured,
all sircraft returned by 2149 hrs. .
One aircraft inveatigated a suspicious aireraft circling the serodrome at high alt
itude. This airereft provefi to be & Blemheim, hml
e

Pwo airoraft on patrol over Germam occupied asrodromes reached St. Omer, from w

they had to return owing to bad weather. :

Three Sections were ordered to patrol Canterbury as enemy raids were leaving the
French coast and headin_s towa:r'da Dover. Our machines had scarcely become airborne
when the rgids turned back over France and so they were recalled.

Red Section patrolled base for twenty minutes without smy incidenmt.

One aircraft patrolled base for.ten minutes, :

An extremely quite day, there was on ly one operationsl patrol lasting ten minutes
(2005) when one aircraft hesded for Chathgm to intercept & plane which was identifi
as friendly.

A second end most disastrous day at Menston."B" Plight lost three machines, two being
camplete "writw-off". Green Section were attacked by a number of H. E.i112s. whilst

themselves attacking an H.e. 111. P.O. canrpl_:ell and P.0. Coleman were both shot down,
but memaged to make forced landings near Deal. The pilots suffered from minor injunies

but the machines weee completely ¥recked. F/O MoMullem, the leader was also demaged
but managed to land st Menstom. The H.e.111 dissppeared unscathed. The fundimental
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lesson of"looking everywhere in the sky at once" has been learned at a very high |

price. '

Later in the day P.0. Gribble fired a few rounds at a M.E. 109 without effect a.nd’:L

was himself fired upon by a Hurricane. Eleven sorties were made by the two sectio

in nine hours during the day. |

All pilots were called to readiness asnd within half an hour six machines were ed
by pilots recalled from 24 hours pass. During the day the station was visited by |
Wing Commander Bouchier, Officer Commanding R.A.F. Station, Hornchurch, also ‘

| -5/Ldr. Ovendon. |
An hours patrol by Blue Section without any encounters. Air to Ground firing occupied
most of the asfternoon, twelve pilots participated. P.0O. Finnie and P.0. Howes wersg
posted to the Squadrom.
The belance was slightly redressed in our favour when Blue Section (during a three
section patrol over Dover) intercepted and shot down two M.E. 109s. off the coast |
between Desal and Dover. F{Lt. Wey accounted one (pilot baled out) and shared the
other with P.0O.Garton.

During the morning the Sguadron provided escort for a convoy off the S.E. Coast.

There are no untoward incidents to be recoeded.
The Squadron(9 airersft) patrolled DEAL area for an hour without incident.

nan Plight (including F/'Lt Deere and P/O. Allen) each leading a section - increase:

the Squadron{s number of enemy casualties to the extent of % HE59 confirmed
(by P/0.Allen) contd.

OFFICE

1

| 1 1
DUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION

COPYRIGHT — WOT TO BE REPRO




PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

27 / hii IR RN it

COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHI CALLY WITHOUT PEHHISSION

Place.

Summary of Events.

Rochford.

| on a ME109, neither 109 not Spitfire gave wey - and & head on collision resulted,

two ME109's confirmed by (F/Lt Deere and Sgt. Laurence) two ME109's unconfirmed
by the seme two pilots. The HE59, from which three priscners were taken, was

stranded on the GOODWINS and is the first of its type to be claimed by this Sqdn.
F/Lt. Deere had en amazing experience thet in manouvreing for position for attack

the ME ca‘bchlng the propellor and hood of the Spitfire. F/Lt. Deere ( with

engine stupped.} managed to force land neer MANSTON, upon which his machine caught
fire. He broke his way out of the machine uninjured except for slight burns on

the hands. The success of the patrol was marred by the loss of P/O:Garton

(crashed neer Menston) end P/O. Evershed (Missing).

As 8 result of the first phase of the Battle for Britain, the Squadron could
only muster eight esircraft esnd 13 pilots.

The asbove m.ent:. oned 8 aircraft patrolled MANSTON, but no enemy aircraft were seen,
Four a:l.rcraft of HAY Fllght patrolled CANTZRBURY for Raid 59, but no interception
took place.

Eight aircraft left for MANSTON where fwe sorties were undertaken during & stay
of 6 hours. The Downs were & haven of rest todey.

Memories of the distant past were s.wal«_:ened this afternoon when 8 A/c were ordered
on a convoy patrol. There is one big difference however, between the present and
the past, then excitement was the exception, now it is common place. Unfortunately
our aircraﬁ were unsble to discover any enemy aircraft.

For three quarters of an hour Squadron Leader Lesthart patrolled BOC}E'CBD_searchinL
for an elusive Germen Bomber. Although plotted near to the reider, se. rchlights di
not illuminate =nd no intercsption w.s made.

The squadron strengthened now to 10 A/c patrolled a convoy off the estuary. A NIL

Return wes rendered.
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The whole sguadron and later seperate sections Were on convoy patrol for nesrly
Four Hours. : _ !
New Zeslsnd to the fore sgsin! - This time in the person of P/0 Gray. Three |
sections were p trolling Manston when seusoned Blue section (F/Lt. Way, P/O. Gray

and 5gbt. Norwell - all survivors of Dunkirk ) were sighted by two ME. 1091's. Better;:

|prepered than the earlier and less fortunate green section of the Squadrim, the ‘

|tebles were turned on the 10%'s, chosing them back at sea level almost to.the French
{Coast. P/0. Gray shot down one which crashed into the sea (confirmed by 56 Squadron).
,F/Lt. Way was unfortunate for the 109 he wes chasing esceped.

iThe Squadron score now stands at:- (a) e/a certain cesualties. 39

(b) e/a probable cusualties. 21

(¢) our own pilots missing or killed 6

_ (d) our own afc lost whilst enguging

|' the enemy. 13

The Squedron is receiving a grect deal of 'delayed action' publicity for the epic

Calais-Marck. in article in "LIFE" (June 24th), " I fought in the sky over Dunkirk

by an R.A.F. Squadron Lesder {S/L. Leathart) was followed by a comeentary in the

Daily Mirror and now Phi'llips and Powis display an extract of the account in a full
page advertisement for 'Master!' aircraft.

2100 |[The day's work was concluded with the squadron investiguting en ememy air raid en
route for Rochford. No results were obtained. Sgt. Davis end Sgt. Gibbins were
posted to the Squadron.

| 0845 [Convoy patrols off the estusry were agein the order of the day. 5 Sections patrolle
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Rochford. three convoys for a totel period of five hours.

An early start was made on convoy petrols. By 0900 Hours six sections had been on
patrol, but without a sight of the enemy. For the remainder of the day quietness
prevailed at Rochford whilst rain fell continously. PB/0. ?urley—George and Sgt.
Collett joinmed the Sgquadron.

Hornchurch The Squedron hangar was commisioned for an interesting function, when 65 Squedron
was presented with 8 Spitfires by the Bast India Fund. The Under Secretary fo Sta]:

for India ( The Duke of Devonshire ). The Under Secretary of State for Air ( Capta

Balfour ). Sir Alexsnder Murray, and The Officer Commanding R.A.F. Station, Hornchu

( Wing Commander Bouchier ) &ll spoke in generous terms of the work done by Fighter
Pilots. The A.0.C. No. 11 Group ( Air Vice-Msrshal Park ) was present. The good
wishes of our friends both far and nesr, symbolised in this gift, ere greatly
appreciated. The more so as we are now left alone in the struggle agsinst Nazi-
dom.

No operctional flying during a further twenty-four hours of rain.

: circularised
A most interesting and enlightening report on "DUNKIRK" has been EIrEui=rIR=d

by H.Q. No. 11 Group. Great tribute is paid to the work of the Squadrons engaged
from No. i1 Group. During the period of DUNKIRK 403 enemy casualties were confirmg

203 unconfirmed for a loss of 143 of our own pilots. Our own Squadron accounted
for 7.7% of the total enemy confirmed casualties. 7.9% of those unconfirmed.

Our loss in pilots was 2.8% of the total. Local flying only for the training of
new pilots during the early part of the day, a weather test over MANSTON and
Blue Section patrolling ROCHFORD for 50 minutes cogplsted the day's opermations
except for e limited amount of dusk lendings.

Red Section patrolled MANSTON for 40 minutes without incid.ent.

npn Flight investigated two enemy reids off Men-ston without result.
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Both "A" and "B' Flights patrolled a convoy Sast of BURNHAM for an hour and 20 Mins.

Informal photographs of the "Dunkirk Werriers" and of the whole Squadron with its

many new faces were taken. .
TheSgusdron received a visit from Mr. Godfrey Winn ("Sunday Express'") accompanied '

| by s/Idr.Ward (Press Liaison Officer) and F/0ff. Cook (11 Group "Security"). A ful
page article in the Sunday Express (21.7.40.) on the "Fighter Pildt and His Type"
followed. Meny of the incidents guoted were recognised as Squadron‘anacdutes.
For the first time during our stay at ROCHFORD the majority of the Squadron relaxe
efter release at a dance organised for the Squadron by the Doctors and Nurses of
the Southemd Genersl Hospital. This gesture was greatly eppreciated and full
adventage teken of it. I

19%h | 0930 | Both flights were engaged in convoy patrols oPeru'.'ting both from Rochford and Mans®

| | for 74 hours a stending patrol was maintained.

2205 : The whole Sguadron patrolled DOVER, on the return to Rochford "A" Flight investigated
ehemy activity, a fleeting glence of the exhaust of en enemy aircr:ft was obtained|
but the sea:r:chlights which could have pointed out direction failed to function and
no interception was made. A stick of bombs was -seen to fall across the Estuary
from -SEEERNESS to the Main Land. F/Off. Patrick Shallﬁ (The Squadrop's first
intelligence Officer) relinguished his duties after a stzy of 4 months with the

Squadron. Plying Officer Smith succeeded him. F/Off. Blake (late "B" Flight

Commender on special leave in South Africa) has now been posted to NATROBI.
ugr Flight quickly followed by "A" Flight investigated a large enemy raid off the

Bstuary, no interceptions took place the The Squedron lsnded at Manston.

B T T 5

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

1
|
THOUT PERMISSION

T COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY Wi




— RIS RECORD GFEICE T
i [
AIR 21 / Bii II:lIJIliIIIII'Z’IIl

)
COPYRIGHT — NOT T0 BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMIS510N

Place.

Summary of Events.

References

to
Appendices.-

Rochford.

Rochford.

Whilst on patrol over Dover Squidron Lesder LEATHART was gble to get in a short
burst at a D.0.17 before it diseppeared in clouds.

pwo sorties by Blue Section "AL Flight in Msnston erea and a Squadron patrol for g
over DOVER completed Operationcl Flying for the day.

For four hours two convoys were patrolled by four sections in turn, no enemy
activity was enwountered. P/0ff. KEMP wes unfortunate for in the first patrol
his engine cut and 15 miles east of CLACTON, he was forced to gbandon his machine,
but made a successful pargchute landing near a destroyer, which took him &board.
(He returned to LONDON from ROSYTHE on the 23.7.40.)

During the day Sections were engaged seven tmes on convoy patrols, X Raids and
enemy raids. No interceptions were made.

Blue Section on convoy patrol for nearly two hours.

uadron were ordered to Margate where enemy pireraft were reported to be
bombing. A few bombs were seen to drop, but no contact was made with e/a. Sectiong
patrolled convoys and investigated raids on fiwe occasions during the rest of the

The biggest esnd most successful day since Dunkirk. Two early patrols were fo].'t.wwaj

by a third in which "B" Flight distinguished themselves. 12 D.0. 219s. in two waw
of six ettempted to bomb a convoy off Dover. The first six resched, but missed the

target. A determined sttack by Green Sectiom under P.O. Gribble forced the e/a to

n hour

ir

jettison their baiabs before reaching the target and to scurry home. No enemy casuglties

were claimed whilst nome of our eircraft sustained damage. This is the first inst
in which coils of trailing wire (probably 50ft. in lenghh) heve been thrown out

enemy bombers &s our planes pursued them. Enemy cross fire was seen to be controll
intensive and effective."A"flight sent to re-inforce "B" Flight did not teke part
in the engagement.

For over an hour the whole Sguadron took part in the"Battle muEkmEd of the Themes
Estuary". 18 D.0.215's escorted by at least two Squadrons of ME109's and an
unknown number of HE113's attacked a convoy in the Estuary. In this their

sxxgEk biggest fight since the second day of DUNKIRK end in the face of these J

considerable odds, the casualties inflicted on the enemy bl the SquadronQincludin
three new pilots) can be considered eminently satisfactory end most encouraging.
The ME109's engeged-at great cost to themselves - our fighters in an effort to
enable the bombers to get st the convoy. 16 ME109's were disposed of in summery
fashion:-

2 destroyed confirmed (P{O.Gray & Sgt.Collett)

4 destroyed unconfirmed (F/Lt.Deere - leading the Sqdn -

F/Off. MclMullen. P/O.Coleman, P/0.Turle|

ed,

George. )
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| 24th |contd., 8 probably destroyed (F/0.icMullen.F/Lt.Way(two) P/0.Gray
’ : P/0.Gribble (two) F/Sgt.Tew.P/0.Turley-George.|)

2 damaged. (P/0.Coleman end P /0.Matthews.) |

Many more were attscked end mey have been damaged. The action was marred by the
unfortunate loss of P/O.Allen D.F.C. He was attacked by a ME109 nesar Margate;

he was seen coming down with engine stopped and eppeared to be making a forced
lending under perfect control. The engine came to life agein, sndhe made for

| MANSTON; the engine cut a second time and P/C.Allen apparently turned towards

| FORENESS when he stalled and spun straight into the ground. The loss of P/O.Allen,
who had destroyed seven enemy aircraft, will be grestly felt by the whole Squcdrong
Sergeant Collett forced landed at SIZETELL (Wr.OXFORDNESS) after chasing a ME109
f u.nti% h% was out of a%rolf‘ h% received slight injuries on landing. Intersting
polnts Ir at wefe the

om this com success of deflection shooting and the fact that

| some ME109's are equipped with a rubber dinghy.

The following signal was received from H.G. NO. 11 Group:-

| "pgir Officer Commanding has read with great interest the combat report of No. 54
Squadron and congratulates the lesders and pilots on their magnificent Tight
ageinst superior numbers. He wishes No. 54 Squadron to know that No.65 and 610
Squadrons were also despatched to intercept the same raid end were also engaged
with enemy fighters and bombers." (A.250 24/7.)

The Squedron returned to Hornchurch after a month's stay at Rochford.

Hornchurch. | Black Thursday. The Squadron on two occasioms bore the brunt of heawy enemy attack
(100 plus plotted) on convoys between DEAL and DOVER. "B" Flight encountered
| "hordes of JU 87's" with the usual escort of MEIO9's. Red section were despatched f
asgist "B" Flight, but no other friendly aircraft were veen until we were leaving
| the scene of action. 1 Me.i109 destroyed,conTismed(F/Lt. wWay), 1 Me.i0Y probably
destroyed(P.0. Gray) end | Me.109 damaged(S5/Ldr. Leathart) are claimed. The loss of
F'/Lt. Wey (missing) in this action wes agreat tragedy. That he accounted for an
enemy aircraft -before meeting his unknown fate if typical of his keenness and great
courage in the face of odds large or small, P.0. Turley-George was also shot down
but although his mechine was written off, he himself escaped uninjured.
AN Flight patrolling over DOVER saw & number of enemy zkrmxxft M.T.B.s off CALATS;
this report led to the despsatch of two destroyers to deal with them and resulted
in the second big battle of the day when nearly 100 enemy fighters and bombers
descended on the Destroyers. Our sguadron(10 aircraft) went to their assistance
encountering Ju.88s, -Ju 87s and the ever sttendant Me.109s. The squadron finding
Themselves heevily outnumbered, evaded enemy attacks looking for the straggling
| Me. 109 which did not meterialise on this occasion. In the initial stages of the
attack our cup of woe was filled with the loss of P.O. FINNIE shoj mmi down and
Killed near DOVER. No enemy casualties are claimed, but our attack so dispersed
the fighters that other sgquadrons coming in to the fight later were able to take t¢
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Hornchurch

Catterick

of the enemy bombers. : x
A quiet morning was spent in preperation for a visit to Catterick.For the second

time in two months 12 aircraft left for Catterick. A sadly depleted squadron
(conteining only 6 survivors of Dunkirk) should find the north less exacting,and
the stay will afford excellent opportunities of welding together our sguadron
that may even rival the 54 Squadron of pre-Dunkirk days. :

No. 41 Sguadron from Catteriek peid us their second visit, and were soon to be

seen in action.

The squadron became non-operational efter two deys cperational work. The last deys
lard

of the month were spent in treining Tlying.
It was with great sstisfaction, and enthusiasm, that the sguadron lesrned of the a
to P.0. George Gribble of the D.F.C. One of the few pre-war members of the squadron

he is the fifth to be decorated.




