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When Henry Platt Carne To Town
HE FOUNDED A
GREAT FIRI\1

Original Building to
Be Demolished

T HI:: four wa lla which once hc-It!
the cot ten traut-'s blg'b~t
engin('ering secret arc to' he

cl(mollshL~!, They sre the cot tag os
at what "'nil known ;t~ Ftmcvbsnk
HU(jdt'rsCicld Road, Oldharn .• whnl
]20 ~'r;Jr!) ago H(·nry Platt, il \'ill<!Fl
t)lacl;'Imitn from Dobcross, rolled Uj'
his stccvcs .. nil stcrtc« tlw work;
which ar e now known throughout th(
world ns l\fc-,<srs, I'llltt Brothers :In;
Co, Ltd

The cott azvs. I-.lll::h were inhahitc;;
until about t\\'('I\'t; mcntils ago, hn v;
been list('t,) Cnr clcarn nce but their
rornn nt Ic st crv will alwa v» hr
ussccixt cd \\'Ith 'Ihr. history of Oluham
nn d or t exu:c (,1I);ir.((,l1nj::

El1t~rrll'i~jng ami Hesnurceful
H~nry Plntt was one 01 the Itll'C't

sons or Ille Dobci 0~1i \'111011-;': t,1i\eil'
smith wllo u~~d to ~huc the hor,;~~
ant,) mend tile pl:lugh~ uC tht' !armt'l's
in the W('st Riding, An cnt erprtsnu;
and rc~ourr~rul cna rnct cr he also
Iookcu anl'l' the locn l woot.cn mnnu-
Iact ure rs and mudc c::rull1;: <:n~ill(!~,
He found thi\t jnllu~trinl ('ng-Ineerin~
p:-liu him h\:st, and when the bUSiness
illerca!'cd i1~ olJt:lin~d more com·
modious FI'cmi~cs on tlw ,~it(' no\';
occupied by the Wogj::on Inn', t:ppcr.
mill. It W(l,.o; [rom Uppamlll tht!t
Henr)' came to Oluham. •

He took the tGp rloor of !h~ !
eott3ge.~ 0.1 FCI"l~)'l).nnk nnu witll fivc
asSistants set up BS 11 t(');tilc I
cngln~t;t. His first piec(' or machinery
was 11 carding m:Jchlnc,

..It 1001;5 cl'Udc compared wllh the
clinJulg /11'lclllnc~ we tllrn out to·d:lY,'·
<1)1 oHi(.'inl uC ,,1csSl's, P:utt Brottwrs
lolel th~ "OIJI1JIl1 Chroniclc-," "hu~
HenrI' Pilltl's IlIr,er.inc hi\u t~(' same
prine'lple we s:,JI u~c,"

,0\ Place of Hono\:r
One of Ihe earliest cRI'clin;:-

lll:ll'hincs l,u lit on th~ linClit> I:lid uo .....r. '
I)), lienr~' Platt occ\;pic~ II plaer: or'
hunour in th(' sh,'wrooms al Hl'.I·trord
Works WilC'rC It st8r.d~ he~lde one at
thl! n;oucrn machln!'l'i. looking tlile
St('phcnscn'~ "Rocket" At tile Side 01
the "FI)'in~ Seo\smnn," bul It ,:; 3
tre:L.~ur(!d SOUI'cnir :lnu h;l.~ t,c~n
('xhllJ1tcrl 011 01'(')' the worlJ
It 11l31.1P. !-ICIl),Y PIJtt'~ rlmn..: In

tho~C c;ll'ly dn)'~, nlr b\;5InCSS
r"panded lil:d II~ went Into ;J:Jl'lncr'
ship l'.'ill1 an OldhllJ11 .!nginc(,l· named
:b;IIJnh Hibhc;'!, Tile pl\rtnt;r~hip
prc')9prrru anu 1111!Yhad to mOl" [1")'11

,"-crnt:ybank in l5~;? to more CO'11'
1I10t.lious pn'lT1ill(,~ 1l'11IC'h IIrr "0'\'1'
1\I:u','"11 ;]'1; lIal'tforcl East IVm].;s

Henr,' PI:!tf die(1 in 1542 \\'hrn he
\\'a~ oni), 4g, but hi~ name rrmalne,;
with the firm. char:gcd rir~t to Hib·
bert, PI:!t! ano Som:, \11"" Platt
Bl'othcr~, and [Innlly Platt I3rothrl's
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The p~oJl~r(y III Ih!ddcr~[i('l(J H,lld OIl the lower corner ur Ban),
S',re'et,


