Whg_ri_ Henry Platt Came To Town

HE ['OUNDED A
GREAT [IRM
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Original Building to
Be Demolished

HE four walls which once held
| the cotten trade's biggest
engincering sccret are to he
demolished, They wre the cottrges
st what was known ns Fernevbank
Hucdersficid Rosd, Qldham. whet
120 yeuars ugo Henry Platt, o villege
hlacksmith from Dobcross, rolled uj
his slceves and storted the work:
which are now known throughout thr
world as Mcssrs. I’lntt Brothers an:
Co. Ltd.

The cottages, which were inhahites
until about twelve menths ago, have
heen listed for clearance but their
romanlic  story  will  always ke
assccinled with the history of Oluham
and of textiie engincenng

Euterprising and Resourceful

Henry Platt was one ol the three
sons of the Dobeioss wvillage blaci-
smith who used 1o rhue the horses
and mend Lhe ploughs of the farmers
in the West Ridlng, An enterprising
and resourceful character, het galso
loghked alter Lhe local woolien manu-

facturers and mude cardimg vagines. i :;,1- N 51’-".‘- . W W & : o "_,4‘
He Tound that industrial enginecring M £ ol - T
paid him best, and when the business e o T s .';-"-,.';",' '._,.'

increased b obtained morc com-

modious premises on Lhe site now 4

occupied by the Waggon Inm, Upper- The property in Huddersfielu K.ad at the lower corner of Barry
mill. 1t was from Uppermill thot Street. -
Henry came to Oldhan. . =

He took the (gp floor of the
cottages al Ferneyhank and with five
assistants set up &s a  textile |
cngincer. His first picce aof machincry |
was & carding machine.

"It Jooks crude compared with the
curduig nuichines we turn cul to-day.”
an official of Mcssrs. Plutt Brothers
told the " Oldham Chranicle.” " hus
Henry Platt’s macrine had the samv
principle we sl usec.” !

Yhrynigle plvlograpns,

A Place of Hunour

One of the earhest carding
mavchines huilt on the linos laid down o
hy Henry Plalt uccupics a place of '
hunour in the showrooms at Hartford
Works, where It stands heside onc cl
the modern machines looking iike
Stophensen's ' Rocket  at the side of
the " Flying Sceisman™ but 1t 5 a
treasured souvenir and has  heen
exhibited all over the werid

It made Henry Platl's pamge 1n
those carly days, The business
expeanded and he went Inle pariner-
ship with an Oldhan enginccr named
Elijnh  Hibhest.  The parinership
praspered and they had te move from
Ferncybank in 18¢2 to more com-
modious premines which are now
kruwm as IHartford East \Wnorks,

Henry Platt died in 1542 when he
was only 40, bul his neme remalned
with the firm, chanped (lirst to Hib:
bert, Platt  and  Sons, then Pl
Brothers, and finally Platt Brothers
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