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.DEATH OF MR. JOHN PLATT, ML.D. .
D T 7 s 1 U R TP R TH U VR
.10z Baturday, the painful intelligenos’wwas recoived:
ot Oldbnm-that Mr, John Platt, ove of tho-memboers:df
Parlismect for the borough, had diod st Paris-4bat mora:
ipg. ;.- Br;-and: Mry. Platt had for.rome, weeks-beeg'

euffering {rom the efeots of 0old, and ode of his sote wont
to Pazis to jolo biw. Qo Friday night intelllgenooonmo ta’
bavd to theefleot that Mr, Platt was alarmicgly Ll cud oo ¢
Selurday o telegraw {ntimntiog bls death was recsived,
TlLeo mourpful tidinge rapidly spread through tbo towa,
ond cset a glodm over the wiole popalaticn. © Asatowas.
won Ar, Pistt was veryhighly respooted, ‘For s loog
lime ke bad taken a'lively intercst io the nffaizs of the:
borough, avd his poxdticn e4 a largs omployer of .labour-
gave him great. weight and (oficezco over his.felow-
townsmen.' He took an ootivo part in promoting .the
inoorperation, of ~Oldhow, whkioch wos dcoomplished in?

with - tho “Towm Couzoll extended over meuuy years.’
‘v, Platt wns- ao earzest',politiolss, ‘and for mamy
yenre be ‘hay.becn regarded s the ‘head o! the
Liberal party of the town. -He wot o oteadinst sujporter
of the lato Mr, W.J. Fox, who' wss frst elected for
‘Oldkam in Auguet, 1847, aod on that azd oo all sobis
quent oooasicns when ' tho Norwioh Weaver Boy'' came
before tho ooretiinoncy be found an esracat and weighty
T:ziond in Mr. Platt. Az, Platt was first Lrooght befors
bo clectors me b candideto fer parlismontary bonours at
4bagenczal cleotion in Jaly, 18G5, when, aloog with Me,
Hibbert, ths proecot membor, be oontested the borough
oghioet Blr. J. M. Cobbett and Alz. F. L. Spicke. The
ovuteet reanited in tho returc of the Liberals by o very
‘cupeidorablo majority. (At tho last geperal olmtlon; in
November, 1868, wheo tho ocuttituency wam greatly
izcreneod tnder {X'e now Reform Bill, the Lideralsajority
waa not 6o very devinive.  Mr. ‘Plati's majority, aooord.
iog to the returnivg ooer's report, beicg oznly eix ovor
Bz J. M. Cobbett, Az sitempt was mado to upeob tho
clection, and the nzoltemont whic atlosded tho hearing
c! tte petition Luforo Xy, Justico Bleckbary, which re-
solvediteali into a sarntioy of the poll, extending over eix

the ecota béingretained by the Iiberals, andat the olose the
learned judge spokoin vory complimontary terms respest-
izg tho marner {8 which tho clostion bad-besn condasted.”
Qo evory cocation when DIr, Plott nddreszed hin fellow.
towcemen upon political toplor, both bofore oud mab:
ecquent to the Lmn?cmu clection, ho hee oxprosiad
great admirstion' of Mr. Gladetone, aud confdeacs in hle
sdministration, ‘He weat to Parliamont pledged %o gup-
post the omnee of progross, aund bee ou-ocoariosy
veoorded his voles in o way that bae secured the
opproval’ of bis oonstitnents, | Bir. Platt bsd loog
nllicd blmeol! with what [s tovmed “'the Magoboster
Bekool "' in politics, mod woa.n 'sisucch Eupporter
std oouristent advooate of fros trado, parliamentary re.
form, sud religious li.bﬂlf. Ha frequontly :ﬁoh of bim-
tell 6o n disciple of 'tho iste Alr, Cobden, Hlis banolac.
tiopa to the borough of Oldhnm have bern oomeidernble,
1¢ is cnly & few years aizos, after bnﬂdiuguuu\l'turnie'hing
tbe extrurivo Boienoo and Ast Schoolsin Union-straet, he
terded thom over to tho truetoos of tho Oldbam Lyconm,
Tor tke beoefit of bis fellow-townamen,. Tho eduoatiozal
iorlitutes of tbe town bavo mlwaye found inhim ao ndve
cato acd cupporter, Alr, Platt was head of tho exten.
eive Srm of Plntt Brotbors and Company, » cgncezn which
banlorg beld a pre-cmicebt porition throvgheont tho world

cotton. Loog before the paselog of tho presoat Edaco- .
tion Bill ke bad eatablizhed schools ct bis worke, whorg .
tbo young prople roceived {emvbiog {ree of charge, and
where ottcodance woe poid for apd innieted upon na ab
work. This-prioeiple is 6till carried om, but o order %o
meot the requiremenis of tho ezistiog measure the
olneros mest st p urighbouriog mechaniza’' fustitation,
Tbte education of the young wad o tfopic which bs
continunlly urged, oud ke oontended that, as au
employer of labour, ooy sacrifos or outlay  whioh
might be epiniled wpon . bim in  this  rospect
wou!d bo foocd to bis {uturv ndwnotago and becofit.
Ay, Platt was o borough and ocouuty magisirste.
Ho was owner of an extenrive ostato aud resldesce in
Nottk Walor, avd bos beld the offioo of bigh ehorill for’
tbe county of Carvarvon. 'Ap-o&laxy‘u statad to hove
beer the causo of his death. Alr. Platt ia the socond
wowmber of Bls family whoca death bag, for o timo,
deprivod Oldbam of ono of its roproscotatives {u Darlis
wment. In Auguad, 1B57, bis youoger brothor, Mr. James:
Tlatt, then junior member for Oldbaw, was killed by the
sacidental Jinahnr o of a guo when gat wilk o shooticg

rty upon tbo Saddiewortk Mogrs, The romaizs of the
g:ceucd geztleman will be removed to Oldbam for iukr:
mezt, . ' :

B

travulliog on:tbe Contineat, the -French capiisl being:|.
their last place of vieit,» Lo the begiooiag of Inst weok: |,
informaticn wes reooived .that the bon. gentlemsn was. |

£1849, szd bo bold ooe-na msyor lo tho'years 1834, 7
1855, 185G, , otd .egaic ' o 18013, Hiv counmestion .|

daya, will oot socn be forgotter. The inquiry resulted io

for tho produotion of meobizory for epinping sud weavizg |
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