
THE PLAT'T MEMORIAL AT OLD8AM.
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Tbo CC't'lIIony of uDveUillK II l\atue of tbo ate )f:.
Johc Platl, M.r. too)!: phCCl on SGtQrd~y lit Oldlv\m, Iud
WIll Ule oe=.,·IOll of gno' rojaiclo8'" on' t.lJo parL of tbe
lDhabilUlw ot!.he t.o.,e, Mr. I'lltt w~ for 8()'I'ee yoars
(1~72) Clem'b(r of ParllaCl80t tor Oldb~, Ie eenjuee-
tioc with ile pmeD\ nipI'\8Dntati'l'e, Mr. J, T. Hibben.
Tblt po6ltiOIl Willi but tho IItting rewiml of B liro of pub.tc

. aMl'ulnm ~ .w;U"o philanthropy, aod il was cot,

. COuseqU&IItl" for 10mC* 10 that capKlty a1ono that bLa
rGlla,..·~WD2Im8ll de&irod to hcaour hla mealory. Ar. 000
of Lbo gTbt "captaills of lodQnry," Oldbaal III pre-,
em1ueu\Jy lDde'clted.1O him Ind Lbe lira:: with ....hlch h~ I
.... l1li connected for I~ !fI'_t prO!perity. The p8l'8Ooa.!
hiatory of Lbo la~ Mr. Plitt I, hI groat aI_1UfO bowid
lip "'lUi the progrees or tho firm led wlUllhe tUat.ory or
Oldham, eodalJy IUld poUtlcaUy. Ie 1847 he boclImetho
'Pre!klent or tbo Oldhla:: 'LYCClllmj be Au'b<JCribed largely
to th~ fllDds IQwarda tbe erocUoo or the oe'" an~ band·
lOll)() premllm I.e Ueloe-ftmli; anj hI 1864 bo:lldde(1 to
the IWltINt{On, at II CO!t 01' more !.h1l.l1 £2,000, .. floo
!cbooJ of eclecce aad Irt, ...hlch Lbe firm ~tultoutly
tumlahlld with mode~ '6lId QL5t. tor tile iIIe of Ui'o

: etllde:ll& l!I Mr, Pl .." tbl8cllelZlo for.tho enotlllion of the
, 0 ....801 (;(Illege fouod allbllmhuppol'ter, ~ loaid.ot that
. eclIt1li~ belag IU'b6<:ribed 10 the Ollll:lt at (be firm, who ba'l"O
fU'bsrqlllmtll contributed I) ellZlilar lUll] to",ard! t.be
eodo'WlI:Itct of the cba.l.r or angiclHlring at tbe (;(IlJege.
For Ule ben~!!t ot their workpoopl. the lirm .tllbllebed
during h.Le Wet.ime nenrooma lod Ilbnllies IIt::;:!.helr
....Clrb, Mr. rlltt ha4 6C11f~ly Dttaln!d his !!IDJO:iIY
....ben be coromeoccd'to We II I"'ely [ntCrc!Jt [0 tho '
IIff.h·, of Ule lOWD. l!I Ule 6truggle t.o ICCUr. II ch.rte:
or I.I1corporalJoe, be ......, the I~dlog Iplrit In (a\"ollr of
'he Khfllle, aed 1.111849 he had tllegratl5catloc of lIIJelcg
hill ell'or!e crowned willi. pO(rC'!!!!O Ho 'IB8 rlcctod 0.

n::Cll'lbcr of th~ first corporation, and i:I 1~ IIcd 1~6, i
Qnd 19a1o ia 1861, W!lll lZI,yor of tho bOI'OIIgh. Politic·
a.1lj'-..s II UloI'Ow:b·~olng LI~ral-tbe lat.e :dr .. rlAtt
..... promineclly ~fore bie hllotl'·to"'lllIalel1 for e
QUGlier of Iicectui}. Ie 1585 be was prs'ralled upon to '
offer hltllSelll\ll tI ~cdidDt. (or tho borollgl1, IICd he WI'
elKted, alClog .. lUI Mr. Hibbert. SaO!! Dfler bl.5 deatb ..
1Il0.eltlcne '"" st411Ud to provide IIlultlhle memorilll 10
Mr. pi.tt, ftlld '11I~criptiorl$ to tbo a III0 UlIt o( O'l'e:
£3,()O() wore reod'!'!d. Scu.lpto~ ... ero tnvit.ed to
ned In desi~ (or a 8tatUe, IICd oee tly Mr. n. W.
S~\"1!.I1l0C, E<iinbul'I!h, rec:ei'r~ tbD FpKlaI approval
of the Comtllitt4'o, Lh.t Sentlemae "" .. ontru.!tlld wtlh tile
....ork, The 1Il0alvrUl, III! no .... CDltI pletod , CDIl!Ii8ta of a
bTO!lTA!mtue of lIIr. PIAtt, 10lt-1.e &lelght. ""th II 1N't>-
81dllry ealblemlt!caI ~UMl at each COl'ller of !.he pecle!tal.
The lalter iI of P.t.erlniad gl"llo It.e, end III'14 ft. high. Mr.
l'IDH II rtpreeented III 8tAncitll!! I.lI 10 .Y II.lId gTaCClful
altitude, Ibe r1l1bt GrrD being ntendod, ,,1t.h Lhe Mod
open, &6 if 1.11tbe IIttitude of dtrecting lIOall .... ork 10 bo
done, IICd wi\h !.he le.n b.aod thl O'l"ereor.t.la UiroWD
.lIghtly bac'k. Tbe frack lod o~ CODlll4maoCll of Mr.
Flalt II strikingly Mlproduced. 'Ibe Il6tu~ 11\ tbe corners
are f,mlle draped figUfC'!. itt.. 10 height, I'IIpr830ntio!;
CDgllleericg, IIlI'OullKtUlO, E<:icnct, lod ILI'L. 10 UOClltlO,ll;
Lb~e the eculplQr b!lll adopted D froo Ind bold 8111., ad·
mlrably In koeplng 'O<i\h the ~tre ~gura, IWd yet 10
\oefd do...n ., 00\ to det.ract (I"OIZI tbe sen,"",1 appwr·
~ct'e. The lIlelll orlal , ....bleb woe wt It tbe foWldry of
Sir John Steel, Edioburgh, has boee placed 10 tho CGetl'l
ot ttle f q ullro fronting the To'lll'll HaIL

Sa\urdlY aft.rnooll ""l1li o'cleer...cl1 III! II gtnl"" holidlY
lD OldJum. The placea or bualn_1Wd the ,hops of a.lm08t
oHry tra<lIr.'IIlIC In Lbo C8:1tra.l porte of \l'!e !.oWIl .. ere
cloud. t~c!ortWlltell tbe dal "'!Ill ....et IWd Ibe slreeta
... ere muddy, but tlWl oo.ly !:Ien'od to bring InlQ Nooger
reU,f tbo eDthufl~m of the !'fOPI!). A proce:ssloa, e:sUal'
att'd to lIulZI'ber from 10,000 10 12,000 pcreoc" Icd r~
Ilr"'e%llln~ C"rf1r} public boI1y.ud e"cry trade In the \.Own,'
j.lllradul the priDcjpalltree'l.8. It COtllpr1~ ttll borou~b
Ind CIOU.:ItyIZ1AgUlral«', tbe To ....o CoUDCiJ, the Board of .
Gua!"dtao!, lbe alembel'l or tho Lyceum and other IItor.
ary IWltltutes., Ihe Orders of i"reetllo.."Onl, Fur~teMl, !:lIlO!>,
hfrd~. Oddfell~'S, and Druldsj the openti"D epiooc.rs,
micd!r'I', Ind twlfleraj lallthp, plll:l1beMl, tinplate workor&,
~klplZllli.u·", brantoucdoro,lcd cnchloi3t.1. The large51
boor In tbe procesnon' "ere the fmp/.o~es ot Measre.
Plitt, Hro\heTt, Bod (;(I. uP"'Qnls of 3,m tltie,; prc!Jent
fl'llm tho DO'" .. or:U at Wercetll,!>Cd l,OOO from the "'oru
Qt !\lumps. III CQaJalemoralJon of the e,·tnt 8111:11pertoc IAk.
leg part 10 lbe proc.n.~ioo 1taIi fut"Cl&htld ...1t b Q modal
""bleb bore 8 repruoDtatiOIl or Uleetatueond .. as mouo;;d
uj)Co. blDdeoaie roHUe. 'fbo alrd.1 WIll CMt by ~Ir.
G, )\cclliog, Hridge·~UEDt, MI'Ocheet.cr. All tbeprinclpal
etreetP,"'hfch ....ore a~orate<1 wilh b.nnel'l', ....ere cro .. ded
...lta light· lieU!, and tho e~ In front of thl To""o Hall,
the tUTIICC! bl!lo ... the pari'h cbllrcb, eod the church.
yard appeared ace u:a of hUD"lDO rloC«l. Tbe W1velllcr
cenmony 1Ooi.plaeo It four o·clock. Ind "'lI8 performed
by Mre.l'Jalt, ....Ido .... of Ulo 18143~11.I'l,tt. S~e "' .. ~
:a.oco1llp:1nled by the !\lhees Platt lind FO'reral other meal'
~ (lIf th .. 'IU'!'lU'l'" ,.."ti t),,.,,. _ ...... _I .......... ---- ....... ,,----



l' J)t1l5p.Dllnll:!f<er)',publlc body' and ev"T)' I~'."" n,
I par.delS the prlnctpal BtrM~. It compriled tb. borol.lgb
and coWley ma~:rate!'. tbe ToWll Couocll, tbo Board of •
Gl.IlLrdiao" tbe m~!llbn'a of tho LyceulIl aDd otho~ llter-
ary Ill611tlltes. tbe Orde1'8 01 1"1ee:D~008, Forestel'll, Silep.
berd!. Oddfdl~ and Drulds; Ibe operatl". Iplonen,
mh~de""aod l"'eteJ'8; emltbl,plulXlbers, tlnpll\w worko!?,
lklpmalJers. bra .. fouDdel"',lIod mtehiobt.f. Tho 1.'g1l'L
body In thO pl'OCfs,'on' ..lore tbe (mp/U!I~J of 1011185",.
I'lalt .. Brothers, aDd Co. up.nuda 01 3,000 being pr_ot
from Ihe DOW.. orllillt Wernolb.nnd 1;000 froID the .. orh
at )Jumpp. 10 com!llcmol'lll1oo of tboe"enLelKh pel'800 t.k·
Ing part In Ibe p~ioo W'U fuml5hod wltb I) medal,
.. bleb bore a 1'8)'1%l11eotatl 00 of the lIatue and loll D1OI.lD ted
upon "haodsomo roeeUe. The medlll caet by Mr.
G. )\e;,olog. Hridge-,trut, MauchOlltor .. All tbepriDclpst
BtJeel~....h,eb were orooratfd ... ith bIInD8~ ....ero crowded
with II1gbt·5etIP,aod thllBpace 10 lroot or the To""o BalJ.
tb. le~c~ below the parieh cbun::b, lIod the ·clil.lrch; .
yard appeared oDe 8ea'or buml'lo fa.cee. 'Tho 'u0901l1:1I['
ce1'lmonr took place I\t four o'c1oc:.i1;.aod·,...s perfonned
by MJ'8.Platt; wIdow .of -tbo late lItr. l'l"tt. ·.Sbe ,waS
lIocompnDled by th'e ~lInca Plait aud !'oO"erlllothor mo.!»:.
bf>rfl of Ihe lamU,.; aud,there were al~o prC!8:lt tbe Meyor
(Mr.;,lIt1erml)u lIod~~n). Mr.-J.·J:: 'Oibbert, 111.1'.;tbe
~layor5 of .&.Bbton, Hurnle}', Hury, lIod Warringtoo'; lIlr.· .
J.'W: Risdcl Iff."Mr. W. Wllgloy, ebalrAllo'of tho illemoli.l.
Commlttee.~. . "ftu 0 re .... temarh by lI:r. WRIOLl!t.
JIrL PiaU unToilod tbo ~t.otu~. wblch ""I0Il tb, eigolll f(T
IIDtbuthll;tic choclin~.-!dr. S. R; PUlT, on ~b.1I 01 his
motbr.r, Ihl\olltll tho pliop!e of 'OldhAm for tb~ lrib1lt~
tbey bid p;sid 10 bis fatbor', memorv.-~r. S. HtCI(L1!'.

,OD bebnlr of the Memorial Committee. read II d,oc! :
cooTe),ill3 lho ft.tuc to tho Corpomtlon for o..-oi, Dod
the "."yor lICC8ptro Uie gift. The pro<:eediogl tbeD'
\.el'lJ)inated. . •
.A baDquet ... .., ~ub!rquenllJ held In tbo large roolD tlf

tbo 'r01<0 Han; .Mr. W. \\ III"L~;r, cbalrman or tbe
Memolial Committee, prC!>ided -Tbe to.,t to tbo mOlDo:y
or the late ~Ir. PIIlIt wa, dTUOk io tlloo~e.-Io 1'lI5j)?;j'"
log to' the bnltb 'of the HI>U5e11of P.rliamoDt, "bid,
"' .. propoEed by &Jr. J. W. IiAUCLlTn:, •

"Ir. J. T. 1I'1Jllt;KT, M.P. mid Ibo dDlDoDatralioo th.\

l
badbeen mild. tbat dllY bad beeo cbl\racter~ed bj 5~

Dluch .IID1loimily and .enl11u..III8ID, and bv Buch nu enl-iro .
abltnco of "oy party' sphil lbat Dlltht hl'l"e bfoel !
fo~elldrred iD ho_c'l'8l' ~IDIIU II d~oo aurlng t~e liro·,
tlliie of tboman wb5m'tbey "'ore met to· booour,·tbat·lt· .
"lUI bilth1y creditAblo to the towo. Without entorinll; t
ioto pohtlcallopiCf, be might alate that Ibo last 11I5o!Ioo I
of l'arlialJlfot "'1\8 Doe of the loogust on rocoI'd, aDd "a'
reID"rkftblo as h"iog bid tbe lon8"' alttllll: kno"h ill I

tbe aDmlh of l'.rllllPlcol- On one oeca,io1) tho lioWle 01
I COlllmoos p..l from four o'clock 10 the a;tel'Doon uolU

tweuty mloutes pNlt \.eo the ooxf morning. aod be
thoul!bl, l)llmore, tbat DO one ouabt to 'colnplillo th!l.t
lDembfn of ParU.ment ...ere no~ b.rd· ....ortiDg meo,-
("HeaT,bear." aDl!lallllhtcr.) l'beliC,ofalDemberoll'atha·
DleDt .... Dot .. y.-bo did Dot lie upon 4 bed or 1':)''';
and it Wll8lurpriJllog tbat therl Wire !IO many pooplo
1Il"!)},e IIn:Oo\1.8 to get loto th:lt hard .. orklog plac.e.-
(au8bter,) Thcre .. ere rome pl8llNDt Irntul'03 about It
no doubt. and one .. '" that,. bowo..-er much DlelDbcl"5
lIIigbt dilfor In oplDlDO, they alwllya BIll'Oed to trt3t eacti
olllor wltb respect. The DlDmeol • dh'ieioD .. IU over
izleD>bol"P .. bo bid voted Igalo,t noeb otber would _1)111:
......y. arm 10 arm. In III friendly a manner D8 possible.
Ue bopod thllll6me ,plrit Dllght oJ:teod througbout the
cou otry. - (Hear. bear,) The I.,. lIeS,ioD WII8 lllrgrl r
d.'l'oled 10 ro,..illn .fJail'8. )io would Dot toW iuto the
F'".,.t.t1'1l Question.. for thlY DI\I.8t all be bcutlly.alet of it
by tbia tiDlP. eod be hoped that next lieeslon )'.rIlIlIDllnt·
_,ould 'be"ble todO\'OLO,.little more of 1t5'at~otloll to I
off.ln onTcrbollle.-( HenT, h'Jl)r.) The timo Md coma ....bee.
i1Ulteed '01 IMolting 110much about foro1II0' polltlCll. ~"e1
'ebould Iblot about IDIpro" illl; malternt hOIDe. 10 tbe 11'00
iodu&tr;,lo lhe COlton lodllitT}'; and In tb.coallr&d~,-in
nearly O\'cry df~rt:l:lD1lt, it> fnet, o:o;ports bid booo fall.
log off; ..nd tho tim. blld.c~me who'll tboy .bould try 10
fiod a T('mrlly ror tbi •• t"lo oC tblnl'land to plae. the,
C01lotry io • &tAto 0' greater pro!perity tblln·l~ h~ bee.o
n:ptrle:1ciog Iat.cly. Tbl. Wilt col't4lol, not tbe IIl'11t
time II1,y bi.d ~uftcred deprlllSlon, ~Dd tbey mu,t Itt'ep" .
good boert, bl.lt they mQ5t ,,!k !bek JesislAlo1'l Io? do,
e'l'u')'thiog th,y could to 0;>0:1 tl1ldo Ilbr~ aDd to V'l'O'
mole the pT01!~rHy'of tb. couotry.-(Applauso).-Tbe·
proceedioit' phDrtly alter .... rd~ torminl'lted. .

10 the f'nnlog tbe PlAtt StAtuo, the To o Hall. l!la
Ly:eulII. and Dl"OY of the public: bl.llldloS' ore Ulum·

~ualfd, .. , .. ~ ._ ,_':' '


