THE PLATT MEMORIAL AT OLDBAM.
{Pmra-q‘a-t-v- - S "..79 -
Tho ceremony of unvelling a etatus of tho late Mz,
Joho Platl, M.P. took place on Satarday st Oldham, and
was the occoslon of groat rojoiciogs on' tho part of the
{nbabditaots of the town. Mr. Platt was for soven yoars
(1805-72) member of Parliamest for Oldbam, io conjuag.
tion writh ite pressot reprisontalive, Mr. J, T. Elbbert
That posltion was but tho Atting raward cf a lifa of publlc
- usafulness ood sctivo philanthropy, sod is was nof,
cousequastly, for sorvices in that capscity alono that his
follow-townrmen desired to bonour bls memory. Asocoo
of tho grest '‘captalos of Indastry,” Oldham Is pre-
emineotly odedled 1o bim sod the firm with which b
was oonnecled for its grost prosperity. The personal
bistory of tho late Mr, Platt iz io grost messuro bound
up with the progress of tho firm and with the history of
Oldham, socially and politically. 1o 1847 he became tho
President of tho Oldham Lycsum; he aubscrided largely
to ke fuods towards the erection of the zew and hand-
tome premires in Unfoz-street; and in 1864 hojadded to
the imstitution, st s cost of ‘more thsa £2,000, & £o0
echocl of aclecce mxd srt, which the Srm gratuitously
turnished with models azd casts for the usg of thp
' studcats. In Mr. Plat the echemo for tho extonslon of the
' Owaens College found alibernl supportor, £500 {naid of that
. scheme belog subscribed fo thenowe of the £rm, who have
rubspquently contributed o similar sum lowards the
endowarest of the chair of aogioeering st the College
For tho beuefit of their workpoople the firm established
during Lis lifetime newsrocms sod libraries silthelr
works, Mr. Pistt bad scorcely ottsinid bls majoruy
wben he coromenced ‘to take & lively interest {o tho
affalre of the town. Io the struggle to sccure o chartar
of incorporstion, be wes the icadiog spirit in favour of
1he scheme, sud in 1349 he had the gratibeation of soring
bis efflcrte crowned with rucress. Ho was elected o
wember of thn first corporation, and {u 1855 and 1346,
wod sgain i 1861, was mayer of tho dorough. Politic-
slly—as & thorcush-goiog Libers!—the late Xr. Platt
was promineotly before bin follow-towasmen for o
Guorter of a century. Ip 1585 hie'was prevailed upon to
offer bimself as o candida’e for the borough, and he was
elected, along with Mr. Hibbert. Scom ofter bis death s
movemez! was started to provide e suitable memorisl W
My Platt, nod ‘subscriptions to tho swount of over
£3,000 wore recelved. Sculplors wero inovited to
texd in desigos for s siatus, and one by Mr. D. W,
Steveneon, Edinburgh, receiviocg tho special spproval
of tha Committes, thiat geotiexuan was ootrusted with the
work, Tbe momerial, a8 now completed, consista of
bronze statue of Mr. Plott, 10fL in keight, with & sud-
sidiary emblamstical figurs ot each coroer of the pedsstal.
The Iatter is of Pelerbead gracite, and L3 14ft. high. Alr,
Plott is represented as standlog o 8o easy nnd gracoful
a\titude, the right orm balnF extendod, with the hand
open, aa if [n the ettitude of directing some work %o bo
dooe, sod with the left haod the overcoat.is thrown
slightly back. Tho {rank ancd opeo counlenance of Alr.
Platt s strixiogly reproduced. The statuss at the corners
ore female draped figurcs, 7fk i height, roprespaticp
cogineeriog, maoulaciure, scicnes, sod art. Io uocut‘.l:f
these the eculptor bas adopted o {roo and bold style, ad-
mirebly in kecplog with the centre fgure, and yet w0
toned down 83 ot to detract from tho peneral appest-
noce.  The meworisl, which woa cast st the {oundry of
Sir John Steel, Edioburgh, hass been placed in tho cootre
of tke rgunm fronting the Town Hall.

Saturday afterooon woa observed a8 s general holiday
o Oldham. Thopisces of business and theshops of almost
overy tradesmean in tho ceatral parts of the town were
clored. Untortunatoly tho day was wet sod the sireets
were wuddy, but this on]z servod 1o bring into strooger
rellef tho pothutissm of the peoplo. A procession, estim-
sted to pumber from 10,000 to 12,000 persozs, sud te-

-

presenting evnry public body sod every tradein the towp, -

parsded Lhe priccipal streels. It comprissd the borough

aod couaty magisirates, the Town Council, the Board of |

Guardisps, the members of tho Lyceuwm snd other liter-
sry institutes, the Orders of Freemasons, Furcsters, Shop-
berds, Oddfellqws, and Druids; the oparalive splooers,
windere, sod twirters; smithe, plumbers, tinplate workors,
ekipwakers, trassfoundors, and machiciata. The largest
body io tbe procession ‘wers the employds of Messra.
Tlatt, Brothere, sod Co. upwards of 3,000 beiog pressnt
from tho cow works at VWerneth,nad 1,000 from the worka
ot Mumps. locommemorstionof thoevent each person tak-
log part o the procession was furgished with a meds!
which bore s represontation of thestatusond was mousted
upco 8 baodeonis rosette. Tho medsl wss cast by Mr.
G. Keopiog, Bridge-street, Manchester. All thepriccipal
streate, which were decoraled with banners,were crowded
with aigkt-seere, and tho ai:m in front of the Towo Hall,
the termces below the parish chureh, snd the church-
ysrd sppeared oue eca of buman faces. The unveiliog
cermony ook placo st four o'clock. and was performad
by Mra Plsit, widow of tho iste Ar, Plstt. She was
socompanied by the Miszes Platt and soveral other mem-
Berx af tha famiic: aar 1hara wera mlra mereant tha Yo ———




t'mcsnnting svery public body sod BVeLTy 1Fedeindns 1oWo 1
i parsded the principal stresta. It comprised the borough
and county magisirates, the Town Councll, tbo Board of |
Guardisoy, tbe wembers of tho Lyceum sod other lier-
ary institutes, the Orders of Freemosoos, Foresters, Snap-
herds, Oddfellgsa, snd Druids; the operative spioners,
minders, and twieters; smithe, plumbers, linplate workere,
skipmakers, brassfounder, end machiniste. The largest
body in tho procession were tbe employis of Moasre,
Platt, Brothers, sod Co. upwards of 3,000 beiog present
from the pow works at Wernsth, and 1,000 from ths works
st Mumps. Ipcommemorstion of thoevent ench persontak-
inE part in the procession was furnisbed with n mmedal,
which bore s representation of the statueand was mouoted
upcn A bandsomio rotsite. The medsl wsa cast by Mr.
G. Keooiog, Bridge-street, Manchostor. . All thepriocips!
strecte, which were gecorsted wilh banoers,were crowded
with sigbt-seers, sod the space io front of the Town Hall,
the terraces below the parish church, snd the -church: -
yard eppesred ope 5¢a of bumno faces. Tho unvelling-
cenmonﬁ took: placa ot four o'clock, and 'was performed
by Mrs. Plait; widow .of .tho iste Mr. PIatt. ..5be.wss
sccompanied by the Missea Platt and several other wowm-.
bera of the family ; avd thers were also presant the Mayor
Nr.;aldermony Boddén), Mr.”J.T. Bibbert, M.I.; tbe

Radcliffe, Mr. W. Winigloy, chsirmanof the Memorisl
Commitles. &c. After o few remarks by Mr. WrioLeY,
Bire. Platt unvoiled tho rtotue, which was the signsl fcr
entbuetastic choering—Mr. 5 R: PLaTT, on bebait of his
l motber, thanked tho poople of 'Oldham for the tribute

| the Mnayor accepted the gilt. he proceediogs tbes’
terminated. = . et

-A bangquet was subsequently held in the Jargs room of
tbe Town Hsll; Mr. W. WaicLry, cholrman of the
Mewmoris] Commitles, presided —The toest Lo tbo momo:ry
of the Jate Mr. Plstt was drunk io elleoce.—Io respond.
ing to the heslth of the Housea of Parlismont, which
was propoeed by Mr. J. W, RaucLIFFE, ' -

Mr. J. 1. HispErT, M.P. said tbe dowonstration thst
bagd been made thst doy had beeo cbaracterised by so
wmuch voanimity sod.enthuslaem, and by such nu entiro
sbeenco of mny party epiril that mieht have bred
| epeeadered in howerer swall B degro during tbe iife-.

time of tbo oan whow they wore inel to"bopour, that” it
war bighly creditabdle to the town. Without eptoring
into political topice, be might state that tho Jast sesstoo
of Parliswent wns one of the longest on rocord, and was
remnrkablo 85 baviog bad the Jongest aittivg known io
/| the apnals of Parlismcot.  On ons occsvion the House of
| Commons est from four o'clock io the afternoon uotil
‘ hreutz minutes past teo the nex! morving, sad be

thoughbt, therafore, that po one ougbt te complalo that
members of Parliament were not bard-workipg men.—
("Hear,bear.” and laugh!cr. Thelifeof s mewber of Patlia-
ment was oot easy,—bo did pot lle upon a bed of roves;

:l!_a:prs of Asbton, Buroley, Bury, aud Warrington; Mr.-|

tbey bad paid to bis fstber’s memory.—Mr. S. Buckusy, |
! oo bebnll of the Mcmorial Committee, rend s deod |
| cooveying tbo etatue to the Corporation for ever, nod |

and it wna surprising tbat thers were sc many people
alwaye soxious to get Into that herdworking place.—
(Laugbter.) Thero were eome pleasant fentures about it
no doubt, and ooe was that; bowover much members
mighbt diffor In oploion, they alwoys sgroed to treat each
otbor with respoct. Tbe momeot s division was over
membore who bad voted sgainst euch other would wolk
sway, s™m in arm, in o2 friendly & manner na possible
He bopod the same spirit might oxtend througbout the
country.— (Hear, bear.) The Iste session wns largely
devotad to foreigo affairs. He would potl entar inte the
Enstern Question, for they muat all bs beartlly sick of it
by this time, and be hoped that next seesion Parlisment’
would benble todevoloa litue more of jts'sitention to
offsirs peaterbome.-{ Hear, haar.) The timo had come wheo,
inatead of thinking so much about foreign politica, Lhey
-sbould think about improving mattersat home. Intheiron
industry, io the cotton industry, sod in the coal 1rade,—in
nearly overy departmont, in fact, oxports bad boan fall-
iog off; and tho time bad come whon they abould try to
fiod & rewedy for this state of things nnd to plscs the.
country in ® stato of greater prosperity than-it had been
experlenciog Istely. This was certainly not the first
I'UIDO they bad auffered depression, aod they must keésp a -
good hosrt, but they must ask their legisiators 1o do {
Levirythiog they could to open trado abroad end to pro-
wote the prosperity “of the counl.ry.,—(:éaplau.w).—’l’be'
proceediogs rbortly nfterwards torminnted.

Ip the eveniog tbe Piail Siatup, the Town Hsll, the
Lyceum, aod mavy of the public buildiogs wore Blum-
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inated. .
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