WERNETH CRICKET CLUB BAZAAR,
z5Senv.%o.
The,Bazsar opened oo Thoradsy b{ Mr 5.R. Platt,
o the Town Hall, iz conzoctios with Worzeth Cricket
Ciab. will be logg remembered a» ooe of tho mont
qoiqas collections of ueeful sud oroomostal articles
over broaght together under the acepices of o' fancy
fmir "' beld ic this towo. Dol noooz as to the bazear
{1acl{; » Littlo ne % the olub. The Worneth Cricket
Clob bas zow nilniged a repulation far bn{ond our
town bordors; it ia well. knowp throughont tue
county se o epirited and esterprisipg clob, which
hass twice invited the Anoetralisnz to a {risndly
oocoutter, and often orgsmiesd firsi-class wmatcher
with wel.koown boms teams. In an !cterestiog
pamphlet, styled a ' Catalogue ood Guoide to tbe
Tazsar, edited and compiled by Mr. Jobz Dozbary,
wo have some interestiog particulars is ocoomeclon
with the sarly bistory of tho club. DMr. Duzbary asye
that the *‘ ansociaticos of the Werneth Cricket Club go
back for & period of about 20 yoars, olthough tkbe
clob has ouly besn establizhod 16 years. 1Y acoms
that the Werneth Club waa oo offeboot of sowmo clabs
theo in existence, euch s the ''Oldbaw Awmateare,”
" Woraetk Britaoois,' and “ 3% Joho's’'  3Mr, Dausz-
bury continpos:—'' A weeting waa beld for the formas.
tion of the Werneth Clcb ic tho sommer of 1864,
uzder the presidency of Mr. Platt, and the members
comprised the Messrs. Platt, Badclife, Rowlnd,
Shisrs, Clegg, acd others. 'The zumber of mexmbera
was bot small, and for two or throe seasons we had
ecly aboat thirty or forty subaozibers. It was, Lhere-
fors, only ocoamonally that ws en in matches,
owing to the dificuity iz gettiog ounr players togeiber.
The mmount of pabacription s vory dolerrcot
effect, nud prevented maoy f:-v.n-.m.ioi.:;inil who would
otkerwiso hava been glad to do #o, and this bocomicg
apparent to Mr, Plait, be was one of the first to
auggest s reduction, the efect ol which was to indoce
tho old ‘Bt John's’ and * Amateur’ plldlrl to joic the
clob in groater numbers, notably Mr. Henry Sharples,
who was followod by mscy otker good players, aud
then began & progrezs whickh has coutinued from year
toyesr. I is s woll kuown fact that the Diesers.
Platt, iz addition % the inflcence aforded by their
pames, have been cxooedingly Liberal in their support
of the clab, bat tbey have most judiciously loft the
members o contributs their quota. The beoefit to
the cicb baa been that 8 large swmcunt of incividual
effort bas had to be put forth by the mombers, wilk
the effect of making them more sppreciative and
tocacious of every step ihat Las beoo gaiged. The
prize, bowever valaable, that {s casily obtained isapt
to bo 8oon laid sside, but that whioh is gained by
personal eaergy is renderod all the more dear, and i
more cheriskod ; and it is this that bas constituied
tbo pringiple of our.sucooms, sud.ss-wo
dungimi. Ja tko oectre of a largely-populated town
we have bed to form m cricket ground snd bowhng
green noder diffionlties which havo st times sppeare
ipenrmounntable, but there kas beon =0 great sm
smonat of zsal permeating the oficers acd mombors
of the clob that, porzossizg the will, tho way bas
been [oood, sod we bave now a gwuné aod pavilion
that are second to few icdeed. Apart from sitber
cricketiag or bowlicg, ws have slmost az urizter-
ropted viow of the eurrounzdiog ocomotry, sud ¢so
trace the notwork of the mille aud buildicgs for miles
sround. There in the close cut berboge st our fect,
the fragronoo of Bowers, and, if gifted with vividzess
of imsgioation, nnd not before entranced by tho
melodions chirp of ooalpit whesls, wemay even think
we listen to tho warblicg of birds. Or, if it Do a
mstch doy, wo have excellont baods at certain inter-
valn of the eeasou, and s gamo may be witnerned
which Las now establisbed iteelf an ove of ony chief
oational amussments, iovolving, as it does, the dizplay
of ecience with tho develcpmunt of physical forco.”
Such, i brief, is the birth, rize, sacd progrezs of the
Wernetk Cricke! Club. Bal wo are ot #0 much coo.
ocerced with tho past history cf tbe club ss we are
with its present position. It appears that thers is a
balsccs sgsicst the club of aboat £700—at Srst sight
s very startliog amonut; batic conpsction with this
incombrangs we mus! remewber the magpitudo of the
clob. With msoy bundred members, with an exten.
pive and wull-pbrotmbed groczd, snd with borliag
gresn and other acceszories, one not bo
sntonishod st a deficit which, with some kindred
ipstitutions, woald eimply be overwhelming. Nor
need we bo astopiehad if, with the special eforts that
ars pow being wmade, and with the large number of
friends which tbe club cap,ic » tme of emorgency
such as the presect, coznt upom, this apparently
formidable liability shonld be essily wiped out. The
bazsar onder zotice is the outoome of the sympsthy
of a large pomber of frieads — particularly lady
frisnda—acd 'of spprecistion of the elorts that

bave besn put forth by the mausgers of the
club to give to tko peopie of Oldham ao oppor-
tuuity of witnessiog cricket in its best form, Ucder
au ooerpetic ladies’ committes, tho ncdertakiog soon
becsme an sssured enccess 8o {ar as oopiributicos
were copoerned. The oommitieo sopuisted of the fol-
lowing lsdies : —Blesdames G. Little, J. Dunhar]-{. G.
Bollivant’ C. Hodgkizecn, J. Maellodew, E, Y. Wrig-
ley, W. onie, J, Yinterbettors, J. Dauxbury,
Askton, J. Travis, D. Buckley, P. Tait, T. Dorusg,
Dr, Hul, J. Causridiere, J. Rowbottom, A. Lawiop F.
Whittaker, and F. Lawton. The boa. soc. was Mizs
Hodgkinson. The membere of the cleb made overy
exertion to make the borsar s sucoess, and the result
is, n8 we have ntated. that sa beautiful and interestio
- nellnatine of articles arg nonld be foond conetitntec s

~ita

proved too swall for their requiremeants, 8o they came
to erect the present ome. Artisticslly and architec.
tarally it was one of the most complete paviliona ic
tbe couanty of Laucastar. Iz 1878, wheo the Auatra.
liang were bere, tbey uoacimously paid that a better

avilion or better groond they hed pot played on in

oglend, (Hear, bear) This required mozoy, and a
vory large amonnt of vmonsy. At tho commencement,
of the season they bad esst winode blowing for tbree
mpntks, g0 tbat there would be a large smonot of
labour during the eneuing wigter. Many peoplo would
thick that the club bad been very Javish in their
expendituro, and be dare eay if they did ot know the
whole of the circomatacces they might thick they
were justified in sayiog 0. DBal the difficolties of the
reason must be remembersd, snd it murt also be
recollectod that they bad wede the ground into suchs
copdition that straogera coming upos it declared that
s beltor wicko! they never ocxperionced, All this com-
?anent 5;{5 tho members a great smouot of ratis.

sction. o present year had beoo o very romsrkabl
successful ove, muoh more so than they anticipated,
They had beaten the bast Mavchboster olobs, and
beaten thewm twics aver—szuch as the Iovgeight, the
Brougbton, the Rusbolme, and the Wanderers. ’hlay
had ten there clobs well, and thia they (the
members of the Werneth Crickot Club) were
proad  of, because tho clabs be' bad named
comprited some of the dest talent in Lanca
abire. Thoss facts bad emboldened them to come
forward sud ask the pablic to ssaist them ic main-
tainipg tho groood iz its prerest coodition, azd
keeping tho clob in its prereat stete of efficionoy.
The mowbers now pumbered GO0, tbus constituting it
the mcst powerfal clabin England, The Alarylebozo
Clab, Loudon, kad only over 500 mewbers They
made this oppeal to the pablic with confidenoe,
becauso thoy bad catered to tho public. They bad to
fod mozey for the pavilicn, whish was ueed by tke
membera oot oply a8 & mere cricket resort but as s
social place. It coclaived s billiard table, apd the
wembers conld be found st the pavilios almost every
uight. The olab knd s grest maoy eldorly members,
for whom a bowling green bad bess provided. Tke
bowling green was vow well catabiished, mod bo was
pleased to eay that they hed got ss Gos = est
nf bowlers me were to be fouad in coopection
withk apy cricket clab in this ccunty. (Hear,
besr.) He had put the case, of the Tormeik
Cricket Clcb vory plainly before them, and ke w=as
glad to spe 80 mwan Enaaut to listen to what ke had
got to sy for the olub. The ladiea bad taken a groat
interost io this uoderlakiog, avd they had worked
very hard io conmection with it for the last four
monthe. The beaotiful things arranged oo the stalls
damonatrated the efforts that bad bees put forward by
their laly friends. - Geztlemien had only ono'cbject in
view {o belng presont—ihat was, to put their hasds
into thbeir pockets, azd buy as {ast as they could.
(Luu‘gvhu:r.J Witk theas romarks he recommended
ths Wernsth Cricket Clab to their best acd kiodest
offiven. (Cheera.) A

The 2IAaTOR aaid, if there was only cne thing that
would be gretifyiog te him it was ta bo present and
take part in suy p icge in whink Blr. Plat tock
a lively ioterest, becaues be kuew that everythin
AMr. Platt uuderiook was with the strong derire au
sn sarnest delermization that it ebould be a puccess.
He (the DInyor) was surprised to bear of.the progress
of the cludb, aod of ita.great suocoss, acd that it bhad
the largest oumber of members of apy clab ia the
kingdom. The f[act of the clgh being i such » pomi.
tion .demopstratod the Qldhsm character, which
always mnade a etrong endeavour to be ot tho frout,
aud be was glad to bear {rom the history of the clob thas
Olédbam was maintaining its position io the domain of
recroation. These iostitutioos cocld pot be kept up
without mesos. What oppnored to bim to be s
aubject for congratulation wex that they bad ondea.
voured %o creste withio a sbort spnce of time what
other institations bsd taken o long timo to accom.
plish. He trusted that whatever moaos were required
woold be realised by the bazaar, Howover, he bad
not much doobt about that, becacse he saw sroand
bim #0 wmepy lsdies taking a lively interest in the
ijroowdmp. He had great plossore in copgratulating

r, Platt and the members of the club wpon the
sucoeen of the undertakiog, and he exprorzed the
winh tbat every snccess in a finaacial sense wonld be
realizad. (Hear, besr)

Caghiu BILLRIRR roee, acd proposed three cheers
for the ladion: snd the cherrs were beartily given.
He then meked the members to give the '' Werneth
Whispar''—whick mosn? scotber ringing cheer.

Mr. PLaTT then declared the bazasr opesn.

A band was io attendsuoo, consistiog of the follow.
ing performers, coder the loodership of Blr. J.
Whadaworth :—Mr. Taylor, Bret violin: Herr Lenz,
second viclin; Mr. J, Gngg‘s‘. baes; Mr. O. Gaggs,
fiote and piccclo; dr. J. Wadaworth, clsricnstte;
Alr. J. Jones, cornet; aund Blr. J. Johusou, pianist,

The following is tbe programme for this evouing :—

v’ Hall 1o 1ho Woods ',

""" Falr Flora Decin "

Gice ......"" Here e 1 Gra: T
Gles . The Good 01 Times of Bugls .
Gles * Foresters Sosnd ke Cheerfal Horn "' .. Bishop
Nozg g S SN RNG {1
Glee “ Sirke ibn Jdru 4 - ¥
Doet wimmr e AS Wl i
Qlee v MerTY BOYS 8% Bea ™'
Gleo Come Where My Love Lim Dreaminx ™™

toe.. s Oler tlm B v
e, The Lass of Mchmood HiL"
Glee... .'"Auale Lagrie "' . Harmonis
Qoo " Merrily Qur BYip’'......

snd they rosolved to build a povilion. This pavilion

—




